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Image of Six-Spot Burnet (Zygaena filipendulae), unusual colour form, taken  by Richard Milligan on a family day out to Formby  
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Apart from a one-day heatwave on 19th when temperatures reached an op-

pressive 32oC, the month’s weather was unexceptional. Rainfall seems to have 

been about average but it was often cooler than expected in the first two and 

the last weeks. Predictably, the Devil’s Hole slack gradually dried up, though 

there was still a little surface water in the deepest parts (see below).  

 

This allowed the remaining Natterjack tadpoles to emerge as toadlets, mem-

bers of my guided walk on 23rd being thrilled to see these yellow-striped min-

iature toads running about. There are, of course, other amphibians in the 

dunes and I bumped into a huge, unusually marked, Common Frog at Birkdale. 

Great excitement came in July with the confirmation of two new butterflies for 

the coast. Earlier reports of Ringlets in Ainsdale National Nature Reserve 

proved well-founded and I managed to net two briefly on 13th. There were 

several more sightings in sheltered woodland firebreaks.  

 

This species has been spreading north for many years but, although it has 

already colonised large parts of Scotland, it strangely missed out much of 

North Merseyside and Lancashire. Evidently the gap is now being filled 

More unexpected was an Essex Skipper caught by Richard Walker in the 

Ainsdale reserve. Although it is also on the move northwards, this tiny but-

terfly’s nearest known locality is over 30 miles to the south-east. With 

friends, I looked for more but this species is hard to separate from the very 

numerous Small Skippers and we failed to find any of the newcomers.  

 

Compensation was provided by a good hatch of the rare Forester moth, 

Trevor Davenport and I counting 13 at Pinfold Meadow. Apart from the Small 

Skipper, most butterflies seemed to be down in numbers, perhaps due to 

the cool weather, though the ubiquitous Gatekeeper increased markedly 

towards the end of the month and I even spotted a Painted Lady on the last 

day. In contrast, red-and-black Six-spot Burnet moths appeared widely in 

abundance, often nectaring on Ragwort.  

Like some butterflies, dragonflies were also thin on the ground, my annual 

guided walk at Mere Sands Wood producing only six species. Mind you, the 

mainly cloudy conditions were less than ideal for these sun-loving creatures 

and the 13 participants, including several children, seemed happy enough. 

Ruddy Darters, a speciality of the dunes, were found at the Birkdale 

scrapes but only in ones and twos. 
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Six-Spot Burnet (Zygaena filipendulae) 

Common Frog 



 

As usual in July our coastal wildflowers had plenty to offer, two friends from 

Bradford coming over specially to see a population of Evening-primroses at 

Crosby dunes that has been puzzling me since 2005.  

 

This spectacular plant, with a bright-red stem and buds, seemed to be missing 

from the recently published Handbook on this group. However, samples sent to 

Rosemary Murphy, the national expert, were identified as the rare hybrid Oeno-

thera ×britannica, a cross between the Large-flowered and Small-flowered 

Evening-primroses.  

This has previously been recorded in only eight places in the country. While at 

Crosby, my friends also discovered a colony of Sea Couch, a large coastal 

grass thought extinct in the vice-county since the late 19th century.  

Contacts with other botanists and literature research suggests this population 

may be the only one in Northwest England north of the Dee Estuary, earlier 

records in the region being easily-confused hybrids.  

Less esoteric were the sheets of lovely Marsh Helleborines flowering in 

slacks all along the coast. I was delighted to find a patch of the even more 

sumptuous pale variety ochroleuca at the Devil’s Hole.  

 

Another July orchid is the Dune Helleborine, the Sefton Coast being the 

national headquarters for a plant that is unique to Britain.  

 

A colony near Sands Lake, Ainsdale, had about 50 splendid flower spikes, 

while Joshua Styles, a student at Edge Hill University, made an outstanding 

discovery of over 80 plants in a carpark on his Ormskirk campus. There 

are only two other inland colonies known in Lancashire. 

 

Anthony Da Silva of the Biodiverse Society project is organising a volunteer 

survey of Sandwich Tern roosts along the Sefton Coast. In late summer, 

these birds gather here in nationally significant numbers before heading 

south to winter off West Africa. We had a successful training event on 20th 

when the Ainsdale roost already held 87 Sandwich Terns. However, this 

was trumped six days later when I counted 800, together with 375 Com-

mon Terns on Cabin Hill beach south of Formby Point. This may be the 

largest number of Sandwich Terns ever recorded in North Merseyside and 

Lancashire; it augers well for the rest of the migration season. 
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Sandwich Terns: Cropped Image : Michael Clark: WikiCommons 

Oenothera × britannica,  

Ruddy Darter 



A rather unremarkable month for weather, August had average rainfall and a 

couple of short warm spells but was largely characterised by cool windy condi-

tions.  

 

My frequent visits to the dunes revealed a surprising lack of large insects, espe-

cially dragonflies and butterflies. Thus, after a gale the previous day, I called in 

at our premier dragonfly site in the Birkdale dunes on 8 th and was horrified to 

find not a single dragonfly or damselfly. This seems to have been a widespread 

phenomenon, local moth trappers also reporting a poor season. Hopefully, it was 

due to the prevailing weather, rather than to anything more insidious. There 

were exceptions, of course, Trevor Davenport catching two Portland Moths in 

his Freshfield Garden. Sefton now seems to be the national headquarters of this 

beautiful and increasingly rare species. Our Northern Dune Tiger Beetles also 

seemed to do well and I was delighted to count 102 adults on the developing dune

-ridges north of Ainsdale-on-Sea on a particularly warm afternoon. 

 

Another good news story involved the Natterjack Toad. Earlier in the summer, I 

reported the best breeding season for several years, this being confirmed by 

the uplifting sight of well-grown baby Natterjacks running about in many places, 

including Hightown, Devil’s Hole, Lifeboat Road and Birkdale Green Beach. 

Smooth Newts also seem to have done well, with lots of juveniles under pieces 

of wood and other debris. I even found a young Great Crested Newt at Ainsdale 

Local Nature Reserve. However, on the down-side, one of our best newt sites, a 

scrape in the Ravenmeols Local Nature Reserve, was systematically trashed by 

seven dogs which were being encouraged repeatedly to dash through the water, 

smashing down the vegetation.  

On pointing out to the dog owners that the pond had been created for wildlife 

in a nature reserve,  

 

I was told they were intent on “entertaining their dogs”. Unfortunately, this 

was by no means an isolated event; it has become necessary to erect expen-

sive and visually-intrusive fences around signed Natterjack scrapes and 

other dune ponds to protect them from dogs. 

Two (fenced) scrapes at Hightown attracted a few dragonflies during the 

month, including Common Darters and an egg-laying female Emperor on 

4th. Nearby, I rescued a huge Emperor Moth caterpillar that was heaving its 

way across the cycleway, while a male Oak Eggar Moth dashed past at high 

speed. The brick-rubble beach produced eight large plants of Yellow Horned

-poppy with their spectacular arching seed-pods, representing a good re-

covery after being almost wiped out by the storm-surges a couple of years 

ago.  
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Portland Moth  

Migrant Hawker 

Emperor Moth Larva 



Unexpectedly, Pete Kinsella spotted a male Common Hawker at one of the 

Hightown scrapes on 29th, while the same observer found a Black Darter the 

previous day at Ainsdale.  

 

Earlier that week, Trevor Davenport and I went to Highfield Moss near Golborne, 

specifically to see these two species at their more usual peatland haunt. Also at 

this Lancashire Wildlife Trust reserve were Brown Hawker, Emperor, Com-

mon Darter and Emerald Damselfly, while abundant Meadow Grasshoppers 

reminded me that I have still not recorded this species anywhere else in the 

region. 

 

As usual, the glorious sweep of flowering Heather on Freshfield Dune Heath 

was unmissable. But even better was my second ever Red-legged Shieldbug 

there on the 23rd, together with a Painted Lady butterfly and the first Migrant 

Hawkers of the year. More of the latter and a Ruddy Darter were at Mere 

Sands Wood on the last day of the month. 

Much of my time during the month was spent studying a rather obscure and 

uncommon plant, the Small-fruited Yellow-sedge, which is confined to the 

Sefton dunes in the vice-county.   

 

It is a good indicator of young slack vegetation and so is often found around 

recently excavated Natterjack Toad scrapes or in places where there has been 

some disturbance. The best site is the Devil’s Hole blow-out at Ravenmeols, 

where I estimated about 4500 plants. I also found several small colonies asso-

ciated with wheel ruts caused by illegal off-road vehicle driving a couple of 

years ago in the Birkdale frontal slacks. Like many other dune specialists, this 

plant is vulnerable to overgrowth of competitive vegetation. However, research 

elsewhere has shown that its seeds can survive in the soil for many decades 

before germinating when conditions allow.  

 

Although I had a Kingfisher at Ainsdale on 3rd, my most notable bird sighting of 

the month was five Arctic Skuas harassing a tern roost at Cabin Hill shore on 

6th. The Skuas had been attracted inshore by flocks of especially Sandwich 

Terns that gather in Liverpool Bay before their autumn migration to Africa.  

This month, the largest count by The Biodiverse Society volunteers was 1260 at 

Ainsdale on 16th, exceeding the previous record of 800 in July. 

 

Finally, I have to report that the Essex Skipper found at Ainsdale last month 

has proved, upon further examination, to be just a Small Skipper after all.  

Disappointing; but surely only delaying its inevitable colonisation by a few 

years. 
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Small-fruited Yellow-sedge 

Arctic Skua: Cropped image from original by L. Shyamal : WikiCommons 

Red-legged (Forest) Shieldbug: Image by N.Jude (Childwall) 



September can be a wet and windy month but not this one; it was much drier and 

warmer than usual. This meant a busy time for me, finishing off several field sur-

veys, including a coastwide investigation into the ecology of Small-fruited Yellow-

Sedge. I ended up with 44 colonies of this rather uncommon dune-slack specialist.  

 

Another much longer-term project is on the flora of the Devil’s Hole blow-out,  

Ravenmeols, with local botanist Patricia Lockwood.  

Adding several more species to the list we started in 2004, we reached a total of 

160 higher plants for the “Hole”, about 20% of which are national or regional rari-

ties. Although not as abundant as last year, Grass-of-Parnassus flowered here 

throughout the month, an attractive distraction from my rather esoteric study of 

rare hybrid willows.  

A particularly exciting find (for me) was a sizeable bush of Don’s Willow which I 

hadn’t noticed before. This cross between Creeping and Purple Willow is one of 

Britain’s rarest plants, fewer than 40 individuals having been recorded nationally, 

most of them on the Sefton Coast. Later in the month, I was amazed to bump into 

another bush of the same hybrid on Falklands Way, Ainsdale in dense woodland that 

has colonised a former slack. How did I not find it before? 

Another interesting group of plants are the Evening-primroses, whose 

gaudy yellow spikes are such a familiar feature of the dunes from late 

June to the first frosts. In July I reported the discovery of a rare hy-

brid, Oenothera ×britannica, at Crosby Coastal Park.  

 

Visiting Hightown dunes on 6th September revealed a spectacular 

swarm of what appeared to be Small-flowered Evening-primroses 

growing on the strandline, a species I had previously only seen at Cros-

by. It didn’t look quite right, so I sent some specimens to the national 

expert, Rosemary Murphy in Cornwall. She eventually determined it as 

Triple Evening-primrose (Large-flowered × Common × Small-

flowered Evening-primrose), a rare cross never before recorded on 

the Sefton Coast. Later in the month, the same hybrid turned up at 

Crosby Coastal Park, again confirmed by Miss Murphy. 

 

About a dozen members of the Bradford Botany Group came over on 

13th. They visited Marshside in the morning and I took them round Cros-

by Coastal Park after lunch. Despite a thunderstorm, the group was 

delighted to see Isle of Man Cabbage at its premier British locality, 

flowering Dune Wormwood in what is now its only site in the country 

and four different Evening-primroses. As usual, a variety of non-native 

garden escapes attracted attention, including Wild Pear, a new plant 

for the coast.  

A particularly good month for unusual plants ended with another stun-

ner, about 125 specimens of Golden Dock in front of Nel’s Hide at RSPB 

Marshside on 28th. This is a vice-county rarity which I hadn’t seen since 

1987 when I found some on Plex Moss. Dave Earl, the county recorder, 

tells me it was last recorded at Southport by F.W. Holder in 1933!  

As in August, large insects were few and far between but a Painted 

Lady was a welcome visitor to dunes north of Ainsdale-on-Sea where it 

nectared on Sea Rocket with a Small Copper.  
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Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui ) : Andreas Eichler, WikiCommons 



 

A trip to Mere Sands Wood Nature Reserve on 8th was rewarded with several 

each of Brown Hawker, Migrant Hawker and Common Darter dragonflies, 

together with a single Ruddy Darter very close to where I had spotted what was 

probably the same individual last month. Also there were Small Copper and 

Comma, together with a Gorse Shieldbug which I hadn’t recorded at Mere 

Sands before. A Migrant Hawker was also flying at Freshfield Dune Heath Na-

ture Reserve on 22nd, where Birch and Gorse Shieldbugs were expected finds, 

together with a few Small Coppers, including the fairly common blue-spotted 

form caeruleopunctata.  

 

Swathes of flowering Heather still coloured the heath, scattered trees attracting 

a typical autumn mixed flock of tits, Goldcrests, Chaffinches and a Chiffchaff.  

 

Two noisy Jays reflected the seasonal migration of this species, while a Raven 

flew west with its unmistakable cronking call.  

 

Hearing that the Biodiverse Society survey of Sandwich Terns was finding 

particularly large numbers, I dashed down to the Birkdale shore on 4th. The 

beach was white with an enormous high-tide roost which I eventually estimated 

contained not less than 2800 Sandwich Terns. There were also birds feeding 

offshore, so there may have been even more. It was an incredible sight and 

sound, especially bearing in mind that recent autumn maxima have been around 

500. Of course, these numbers are internationally important, representing a 

significant proportion of the British and north European breeding populations.  

My only disappointment was that two separate dog-walkers disturbed the roost 

during the hour I was there. Unfortunately, such incidents are all too common, 

being a sad reflection on the reaction of some people to the wonders of nature 

on their doorstep. 
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Small Copper 

Grayling spotted in Formby by Amy Weir 

Common Hawker at Marshside by Sue Marley 

Common Darter at Halewood Triangle by Bob Jude 



Summer can be an interesting time to look for fungi. You will not find as many as in 

autumn but a number of species start early and, because they are off season, not 

often recorded. 

 

The Eric Hardy Reserve in Liverpool has become very difficult to access due to 

extremely muddy conditions and fallen trees. Not being so nimble these days, I had 

to skirt round some obstructions and in doing so spotted a pink fungus growing 

from a trunk that had fallen across the stream.  

 

It was Rhodotus palmatus (Wrinkled Peach).  It will grow on ash and beech. It is 

said to be a species of southern England where it grew in large numbers when all 

the elms died from Dutch Elm Disease.  

A number of fungal species seem to have recently moved northward. I have found 

this species once before at the Icehouse Plantation at Hale and it was then consid-

ered unusual enough to be sent to Kew Herbarium. 

 

I paid a special visit to Ainsdale Sand Dunes NNR in August to look for Taphrina alni 

(Alder Tongue). It grows as a type of gall on green female Alder catkins. As far as 

I know only on Alnus glutinosa but not on Alnus cordata (Italian Alder) – yet. Once 

rare, it has spread rapidly in recent years. It is hard to spot up in the tree branch-

es. It will soon turn black as does the catkin and can be seen in this state during 

the winter. 

 

There a lot Taphrina species. Many of them attack only the leaves looking like galls.  

 

One common species is Taphrina pruni  that grows on the fruit of Prunus spinosa 

(Blackthorn) causes distorted ‘pocket plums’ later in the year. A similar Taphrina 

padi can affect plums. 

 

Amanita franchetii  looks like the very common Amanita rubescens 

(Blusher) but has a yellow hue. Another was recorded further north, and 

a large number were seen on a central reservation in Liverpool in July. 

 

 

Also in July, a visit with Liverpool Botanical Society to Birkdale Hills, 

produced an uncommon Conocybe dunensis, growing with marram in the 

hostile environment of the mobile dunes. 

 

Mycena corynephora, a tiny species, was spotted growing in a crack in 

the bark of willow at Clarke Gardens, Liverpool in August. Not very often 

recorded but it is very small.  

 

The cap is only 2mm. A pity because it is an attractive species, the pic-

ture taken under a microscope at x 40. This one was only seen because I 

was sheltering under the tree from a heavy shower. 
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Rhodotus palmatus (Wrinkled Peach).   

Taphrina alni (Alder Tongue)  

Amanita franchetii  



 

Finally, an unusual albino form of Psathyrella corrugis was found at Delamere 

Forest. I have collected this one before, growing on woodchip on an allotment 

path in Allerton. 
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Mycena corynephora  

Psathyrella corrugis  

It has been month of plant ID, cakes and goodbyes for our Biodiverse 

Society Project! In this latest blog the project's Merseyside Trainee, 

Rachael Sumner, tells us all about it… 

It has been all about plants this month as the seasons have changed, most 

things are now coming in to flower and we’ve had to relearn a lot of our ID 

skills! Myself and my fellow trainees attended a FSC course in identifying 

botany for Phase 1 surveys. The course was really informative – Mark Duf-

fell is a brilliant teacher and was extremely knowledgeable and patient. The 

tips on how to make distinctions between commonly confused species was 

particularly useful information and has already come in handy on a number 

of our subsequent site visits. There was a rainy outdoors session in the 

grounds of the FSC centre in the afternoon which left us all a bit soggy but 

a cup of tea and a slice of lemon drizzle cake sorted us all out! It was a 

great day – we learnt a lot and it was really great to be out on a road trip 

together as a team. We had another opportunity to get together this month 

when we attended the Lancashire Wildlife Trusts full team meeting. This is 

the first one we have attended since we started working at the Trust and I 

think we were all excited and unsure what to expect. It was great seeing 

everyone together and getting a sense of where we fit in to the larger 

picture. I really enjoyed meeting staff members from different projects, so 

much so that I have signed up to the new 'My Wild Buddy' scheme, where I 

am paired up with another member of LWT staff and we will visit one anoth-

er to learn about each other’s job roles. It’s an excellent idea and I met my 

‘buddy’ Emma Johnson when we both attended a Vegetative Grasses identi-

fication course run by LWT senior conservation officer, John Lamb. Emma 

works on the My Place project which aims to provide environmental volun-

teering opportunities to young people and I have some experience of deliver-

ing environmental education in schools so I’m looking forward to teaming up 

and seeing what we can learn from one another! We also had fun coming up 

with ideas for 30 Days Wild, a national Wildlife Trust campaign that chal-

lenges participants to do something ‘wild’ every day for the whole of June, 

such as climbing trees, making daisy chains and covering ourselves in mud! 

I’m not sure I’ve been to a staff meeting where any of those things have 

happened before – only in The Wildlife Trust! I took part in 30 Days Wild last 

year and found it really inspiring to get out and about and think about differ-

ent ways to engage with the natural world. I am participating this year and 

I’m aiming to document the ‘wild’ things I am doing from day to day. It is 

going really well so far and it’s nice to have the opportunity to log my experi-

ences as a trainee and share some the interesting thing I am seeing with 

others. If you would like to read more about what I get up to then you can 

find my blog here.   

Sadly we said goodbye to Lancashire project officer Claire Green during May. 

Before she left, myself and trainees Molly Owen and Catrin Watkin had a very 

enjoyable team outing to Haskayne Cutting Nature Reserve where we learnt 

a little bit about Grass identification. I really enjoyed getting to know Claire 

and I know that we all as a team wish her the best of luck in her new job up 

in Cumbria.  Other highlights for me in June month have included a great trip 

to Mersey Estuary SSSI with the Liverpool Botanical Society as part of a 2-

day Bioblitz there, training courses on Lichens and Hoverfly identification, a 

butterfly surveying course run by Merseyside Biodiverse Society project 

officer Julia Simons nd of course the monthly Plant Natural History Course 

session. I’m excited to see what the next months bring! 

FROM THE BIODIVERSE SOCIETY - BLOG JUNE 2016 - Rachael Sumner 
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As part of the Heritage on the Dock Festival 2016 we ran a Wildlife Discovery and 

Talk at Albert Dock in Liverpool, Merseyside. At the height of its power, Albert 

Dock was home to many international innovations, however, these were short-

lived and it thrived for a mere half a century before its days were numbered.   

The story of its regeneration and the subsequent colonisation by marine wildlife 

is both fascinating and a great illustration of the power of nature. 

After an introduction to the main groups of species we could expect to find below 

the water of the dock, in the beautiful classroom setting of Ziferblat, we headed 

out onto the pontoons to investigate the vast array of life growing on the dock 

walls and darting around in the clear water.  

 

We discovered a veritable feast of marine life which one would be forgiven for 

mistaking as a reef from some far away foreign land.  

The secret to this diversity, is that life here originates from all over the 

world, brought here on the bottom of boats and in the ballast water from 

the shipping industry.  Growing on the encrusting bed of mussels were 

brightly coloured sponges, sea squirts, anemones and bryozoans (moss 

animals) of many varieties and forms. European eels patrolled the dock 

walls as moon jellies majestically pulsed along the surface of the water.  A 

closer look revealed shrimps, crabs, worms and the many species of fish 

hiding in the algae and whizzing past our nets at high speed, evading cap-

ture.  The highlight of the day was the sheer surprise and delight on every-

one's faces when we plucked the day's best find from the water.... a greater 

pipefish!  

 

A wonderful day celebrating the diversity of life which regularly goes un-

noticed as thousands of people visit the world famous museums, bars and 

restaurants that now inhabit the dock, unaware of the captivating marine 

community bustling beneath their feet.  

EXTRACT FROM LAPWING, Lancashire Wildlife Trust - Sally Tapp 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Liverpool/105653082800923
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Recorder Name 
(required for confirma-

tion of rare sightings)  Species name (English name) Scientific name (if known) Grid ref.  Location  

Sally Tapp Greater pipefish Syngnathus acus SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Blue mussel Mytilus edulis SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Beadlet anemone Actinia equina SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Fluted sea squirt Ascidiella aspersa SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Star ascidian sea squirt Botryllus schlosseri SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Orange cloak sea squirt Botrylloides violaceus SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Moon jelly Aurelia aurita SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp European eel Anguilla anguilla SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Brown shrimp Crangon crangon SJ341896 Albert Dock 

Sally Tapp Glass prawn Palaemon elegans SJ341896 Albert Dock 



Springfield Park. 22 acres (8.9ha) is located in the suburb of Knotty Ash, and 

lies to the north of Prescot Road. Much of the park is now occupied by the 

newly rebuilt Alder Hey Children's Hospital, which opened in October 2015. The 

park has a direct track that links to the Loop Line (Trans Pennine Trail.)

Springfield was originally the estate and grounds of Springfield House, one of 

a number of wealthy properties on the outskirts of the city. After a succession 

of owners, the estate was acquired in 1907 by Liverpool City Corporation as a 

public amenity. The house, which stood in the north-west corner of the park, 

and the lodge at the front entrance, are no longer standing. Since Springfield 

Park was purchased by Liverpool City Council in 1907 it has remained a neigh-

borhood park; a much loved and cherished green-space in the centre of Knotty 

Ash. Springfield Park has provided football pitches, children’s playground, 

multi-use games area and bowling greens, a place for a quiet stroll, walk the 

dog or take the kids to have a picnic and is intrinsically linked to the world 

famous Alder Hey Children’s Hospital. 

The park has a number of features, but consists mainly of green space 

crossed by paths. It contains two football pitches and a tennis court. It also 

has a children’s playground on the site of the house, though no trace of the 

house remains. Springfield gets its name from the pools formed by water 

bubbling up from below ground. There is a strip of woodland that awaits an 

interested biological recorder to update the database. 

In 1806 to commemorate the death of Lord Nelson a Mr. Downward, a 

wealthy sugar refiner, who by this time owned Springfield House, commis-

sioned a sandstone obelisk in honour of Lord Nelson who was killed on board 

HMS Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in1805. He offered this memorial to 

the city for the town centre but it was rejected as being “too small and 

unworthy” with one member of the Common Council describing it as “a half-

Nelson”. Mr. Downward then had it erected in the grounds of his house 

where it remains. The obelisk is 40 ft (12 m) high, of red sandstone blocks, 

and bore a brass plaque with an inscription to the memory of Lord Nelson. 

The column was recently moved to a different location in the park to make 

way for the new hospital. A ceremony was held involving local schools and 

the community. 

In 2012 proposals to rebuild Alder Hey Children's Hospital were announced 

and the construction of the new hospital broke ground in the Springfield 

Park in January 2013, taking a total of two years to build. The new hospital 

opened in October 2015 and plans include demolishing the original Alder Hey 

buildings then transforming the old hospital site by be reclaiming the land as 

new park space for the surrounding community.  

The Friends of Springfield Park was formed in 2010 by a group of local resi-

dents with a common interest; to promote the park and develop its future 

within our community. After completion, The Friends of Springfield Park look 

forward to working in partnership with Alder Hey’s Children’s Hospital to 

deliver a shared vision of a healthy community based facility. Springfield 

Park has a rich and important history and the Friends are shaping a future 

for it to become a unique health focused green space embracing the themes 

of Growing Food, Healthy Living, Sports, Events & Festivals, and Play. 

The annual summer fetes for Alder Hey Hospital attract thousands of visi-

tors every year, today the park remains a much used green-space for local 

residents and provides a unique opportunity for enhancement for the benefit 

of the whole community as both the hospital and the park develop to meet 

the aspirations of local residents. 

SPRINGFIELD PARK, KNOTTY ASH, LIVERPPOOL - Hugh Harris 
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A very well attended course presented by Wendy Atkinson Assistant Curator 

of Botany and run by Alison Evans of the British Pteridological Society 

 

Part One 

Ferns reproduce by an alternation of generations, the fern itself  being the 

sporophyte which produces asexual spores. In most ferns the sporangia 

(spore-bearing sacs) are borne in clusters (called sori), which appear as 

brown dots or streaks on the underside of the leaves. The general cycle in-

volves the production of asexual spores on the sporophyte which are shed and 

germinate to grow into gametophytes ( a prothallus ) which produce male 

organs with motile sperm and female organs with non-motile egg cells. Fertili-

zation follows and the egg cell develops into a new sporophyte to complete and 

continue the cycle. Somewhat surprisingly, even in dry environments, male 

gametes will find some water for motility. 

 

The tutor identified some of the specialised terms used in pterological identifi-

cation:- 

Indusium:- that which covers the sori and an important key to identification. 

Pinna  is the main leaf  and pinnules are the subdivisions 

Pinnateness:- Are the leaves entire, once, twice, or thrice, pinnate? An im-

portant key to broad identification. 

 

Examples were produced:-  

Of entire ferns:- 

Hartstongue 

Of Once pinnate ferns:- 

Common Polypody; Hard Fern;  

Of Twice pinnate ferns:- 

Male Fern; Lady Fern 

Of Thrice pinnate ferns:- 

Buckler Fern; Narrow Buckler Fern 

 

Part Two 

Wendy showed us the museum’s herbarium which constitutes a staggering 

nearly 400,000 pressings. The fern collection, unbelievably, contains press-

ings, in good condition, of ferns brought back by Captain Cook and the fern 

flora of New Zealand (NZ  was discovered by Cook)-impressively bound-was a 

weighty tome. Using acid free paper ensured  preservation. Modern digital 

technology has, thankfully, largely side-stepped the need to send reference 

materials out.  

 

The class adjourned to go outside and look at the ferns in the wall of the mu-

seum’s wildflower garden:- 

 

Black Spleenwort 

Wall Rue 

Hartstongue  

Polypody 

After lunch, class identification centred on identifying need to know ferns 

by looking at fresh specimens:- 

 

Dryopteris:- Male Fern, Scaly Male Fern and Broad Buckler Fern 

(twice, twice, and thrice pinnate respectively) 

Have kidney shaped indusium and identifiers to tell them apart  

eg. the dark patch at the base of the pinna in Scaly Male Fern (itself 

subdivided into 3 subspecies) 

 

Athyrium:- Lady Fern (twice pinnate) 

Has ‘c’ or ‘J’ shaped indusium and a ‘delicate’ look to the pinnules 

 

Polystichyum:- Hard and Soft Shield Ferns (twice pinnate) 

Has round indusium (in the main) and identifiers to tell them apart (such 

as the angle the lowest pinnule makes with the rachis) 

 

Specimens were shown of the Oak and Beech Ferns which have nothing 

to do with their namesakes. Of the Hard Fern and of the Hay and Lemon-

scented Ferns which were faintly aromatic.  

The Royal Fern was impressive (and are staging an unlikely colonisation 

of the Liverpool Loop Line at West Derby (R.D.). 

 

The tutor then showed us photos of the wide range of the British Fern 

Flora; ferns found in hilly regions;  amongst the limestone pavements; 

locally, including the common Maidenhair Spleenwort (in mid Cheshire, a 

version of it has achieved Red Data Book status (R.D). 

Most of these ferns are on the doorstep : Ten Acre Pits, The Loop Line, 

Childwall Woods - and very close to BioBank!  

FERN IDENTIFICATION COURSE :  WORLD MUSEUM, LIVERPOOL SEPTEMBER 8TH — Rob Duffy 
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Male Fern with ‘kidney’ shaped indusium 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below, the ‘Fern Gully’ in Court Hey Park has at least 4 types of ferns. 

FERN IDENTIFICATION COURSE :  WORLD MUSEUM, LIVERPOOL SEPTEMBER 8TH — Rob Duffy 
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Broad Buckler Fern (as for Male Fern) 

‘Fern Gully’ at Court Hey Park 

Lady Fern with ‘c’ shaped indusium          

Polystichum  (Shield) Fern with round indusium     



 
 

ONLY SOME OF THE MANY MBAN AND FRIENDS FACEBOOK IMAGES 
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Forest Bug (Pentatoma rufipes): Bioblitz image recorded by J.Simons 

Eyebright (Euphrasia) recorded by Mark Pritchard 

Barn Swallow: (Hirundo rustica) : Image recorded by Steve McWilliam 

A rather worn Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina) : Image recorded by S.Keller 

Meadow pipit (Anthus pratensis) : Image  recorded by Steve McWilliam 

Grey Seal (Halichoerus grypus) fishing in the Mersey:  

Cropped image captured by Sue Marley from Pickerings pasture 



 

ONLY SOME OF THE MANY MBAN AND FRIENDS FACEBOOK IMAGES 
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Green-veined white(Pieris napi ) Image recorded at Court Hey Park by B. Jude 

Arg sp. Recorded by B. Jude in Court Hey Park 

Ichneumon sp. Recorded by B. Jude in Court Hey Park 

Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos)  

Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa limosa ): Image recorded by Steve McWilliam 

Ant beetle(Thanasimus formicarius): A rare sighting identified by S.McWilliam 

Recorded at the National Trust, Formby by Louise Precious Mills 



 

ONLY SOME OF THE MANY MBAN AND FRIENDS FACEBOOK IMAGES 
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Common Toad (Bufo bufo) recorded by Mark Pritchard 

Sand Lizard recorded by Mark Pritchard 

Northern Tiger beetle recorded by Mark Pritchard 

Hawthorn Shield Bug (Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale) recorded by Mark 

Pritchard 

Birch Shield Bug (Elasmostethus interstinctus) recorded by Mark Pritchard 



THE NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP 

About the North West Fungus Group 

The North West Fungus Group is a regional umbrella 

group aiming to promote an interest in fungi across 

the counties of Cheshire, Lancashire, Greater Man-

chester, Merseyside, Cumbria and North Wales.  

Benefits of membership include:-two newsletters 

per year. forays and special events. help and advice 

on a range of fungi related topics. 

Officers 

Chair:  Dr. Irene Ridge, 

Smalley’s Farm, Whalley Old Road, Billington 

Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 9JF 

Tel. 01254 247274 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: 

 Liz Moore,  

48 Alan Road, Heaton Moor, 

Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4LE Tel. 0161-432-9124 

Group Recorder: Tony Carter    

NWFG Home Page:  

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

NWFG Foray Programme 2016(vs3)  

Please Note new updates   

In association with the British Mycological Socie-

ty 

Bring strong footwear. Details about terrain and 

accessibility of sites can be obtained by contacting 

the foray leader.  

NWFG FORAY PROGRAMME 2016 IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE BRITISH MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY — Tony Carter 
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Most venues have their own website. Forays are 

planned so that they can continue into the after-

noon. If you intend to so continue please bring 

food and drink.  

If travelling a considerable distance to a foray it 

is advisable to confirm with the leader that the 

foray is taking place, as on rare occasions, forays 

have had to be changed at short notice esp if very 

dry and changes will be sent round on the email 

list.  

Beginners are welcome at ALL forays.  

Please note that forays are not suitable for 

very small children.  

DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED.  

 

Sunday 4th September - Hay Bridge Nature 

Reserve, Low Hay Bridge, Bouth, Ulverston, LA12 

8JG.  

10.30 in the meeting room adjacent to the car 

park at SD336876 (Sheet 97). By car, leave the 

M6 at J36 and bear left onto the A590 signposted 

to Barrow. After 3-4 miles take the first left 

signposted to Barrow. (NB 60mph speed cameras 

on A590). At Newby Bridge roundabout take 1st 

exit, remaining on the A590 signposted Barrow 

and Ulverston then after ~ 4 miles turn right to 

Bouth. At Bouth village, turn right at the White 

Hart Inn and follow this lane for about ½ mile. 

Where it swings left, go straight ahead on a small 

narrow lane signposted 'Hay Bridge Only'. Follow 

this narrow lane until you reach the car park at 

the end (about 2 miles). The building immediately 

before the car park has facilities. Being a private 

reserve run as a Trust, (Warden, Keith) suggests 

donations for non-members of £2.00. Leader - 

Mike Hall (015242-76460).  

 

Sunday 16th October – Dovestone RSPB Reserve 

- upland woodland and grassland.  

Meet 10.30 - Binn Green Car Park (toilets), NOT 

the main car park: GR SE 018044, Sheet 110;off the 

A635 at Binn Green, Holmfirth Road, Greenfield 

Oldham, OL3 7NN. From Greenfield station, go 

steeply downhill, then along Chew Valley road 

(A669) into village, past Tesco on left until the 

Clarence Hotel around 1 mile further on your 

right. At the mini-roundabout bear left uphill, on 

the A635 towards Holmfirth - then, DO NOT take 

the first brown sign to RSPB Dovestone to right, 

but keep going uphill for around ½ mile until the 

next brown sign, go into the Binn Green car park 

on the right there. From Ashton u. Lyne, take the 

A635 and follow directions from Clarence as 

above. Leader Ken Gartside (01457 879713/ 

07548927633)  

 

Sunday 23rd October – BEGINNERS FORAY at 

Moore Nature Reserve, Warrington -  

Meet 10.30. 2 miles south of Warrington on A56 

turn north to Moore at traffic lights at Higher 

Walton. 1 mile turn right, crossing railway and ship 

canal. Go to end of road to reach entrance. Car 

park to right of entrance road. SJ578855 (Sheet 

108). Leader - Paul Hamlyn (0161-434-1401).  

 

Sunday 30th October – Lyme Park, Disley, Stock-

port. Meet at at 10.00 in car park 200 yards from 

house; SJ962824 (Sheet 109)(NB early start time). 

By road: Entrance on A6 only. SatNav: Use SK12 

2NR and stay on A6. Ignore any directions other 

than those to the A6 entrance. By train - Disley ½ 

mile from entrance. The house, garden & car park 

are about one mile from main gate. Leader Jean-

ette Maddy (07548 838946). Sunday 6th Novem-

ber – Turn Slack Clough, Littleborough.  

Meet at 10.00 at Clough. Left off A58 onto White-

lees Road approaching Littleborough from west, 

continue along Calderbrook Road turning left at 

Clough Road. SD935173 (Sheet 109) (OL15 9JZ). 

Leader - Norman Bamforth (0161-336-3914).  

Sunday 13th November - Ainsdale NNR, Mersey-

side.  

 

Ken Jordan Memorial Foray.  

Meet at 10.00 at car park at Reserve Manager's 

Office SD303112 (sheet 108) (PR8 3QW). Take A565 

north past Woodvale Airport, turn on to Coastal 

Road, over railway bridge and left into private 

drive. Leader Tony Carter(0151-724-4600).   

                               

 

Membership Individual membership - £7.50 

Family membership - £10.00  

Members joining after November 1st will receive 

membership for the following year.  

Please contact the Membership Secretary for a 

membership form. 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm
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UPCOMING EVENTS from the Biodiverse Society Training Guide  

Monday 7th November 2016 

 

Guided Tour of  the Museum's Collections 

 

Join Curators from the World Liverpool Museum on a behind the scenes tour of the fantastic collections 

Time: 1-2.30pm or 3pm-4.30pm 

Contact Catherine Haddon,  

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 01772318374 

Saturday 12th November 2016 

 

British Spider Hunting Wasp (Pompilidae) Workshop 

 

Join Carl Lee and Tony Parker for a workshop on identifying British Colletes solitary bees, part of the Cheshire aculeate atlas project 

Time 10am-3.30pm 

Location: World Museum, Liverpool, Merseyside 

Contact Tony Parker,  

Tony.parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk 

Monday 21st November 2016 

 

Beached Marine Life 

 

Join Geraldine Reid and Iain Wallace from the World Liverpool Museum for an introduction to the identification of the fauna and flora washed up on 

our shore 

Time: 10.30am-3pm 

Location: World Museum, Liverpool, Merseyside 

Contact Catherine Haddon,  

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 01772318374 

mailto:chaddon@lancswt.org.uk%2001772318374
mailto:Tony.parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
mailto:chaddon@lancswt.org.uk%2001772318374


Events are run throughout the year by  

Liverpool Museum.   

These include  Mammal Trapping at Knowsley Park and 

other venues.  

Learn all about Ants Saturday 5th December 

Please contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk for  

details and to book places. Museum collections are open to 

amateur naturalists and volunteers (by appointment)  

Other activity events 

Knowsley: www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/

events.aspx 

Liverpool Parks: liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events 

Wildlife Trust: www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on 

Court Hey Park: www.courtheypark.co.uk 

National Wildflower Centre: www.nwc.org.uk/events 

North West Fungus Group 

There are forays and special events, 

with help and advice on a range of 

fungi related topics. 

NWFG Home Page: http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Liverpool Botanical Society 

www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk 

 

Merseyside Naturalist Association 

The MNA organize informal nature events 

including field trips, talks and practical ses-

sions  

Visit www.mnapage.info for the programme of events 

 

Merseyside & West Lancashire Bat Group 

The group runs events and training throughout the year 

check the group website, twitter or Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook links require membership of 

Facebook 

Some links may additionally require permission which 

can be obtained by contacting the group over Facebook 

as a pre-requisite. These links are increasingly becom-

ing a major contact point for rapidly expanding natu-

ralist groups and volunteers. Interested then link to:  

 

Merseyside BioBank  

www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank 

 

MBAN 

www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/ 

 

UK Hoverflies 

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

 

WeBS 

www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/119829941488294/ 

 

British Wildlife Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/415160405188412/ 

 

Lancashire Mammal Group 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-

Mammal-Group/169476803103866? 

 

BTO Garden Birdwatch 

https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch 

 

RSPB 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature 

 

British Spider ID 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/829354860449271/ 

 

British Mycological Society (BMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/ 

 

Conopids 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/ 

EVENTS SUMMARY 
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Interested in arranging one your-

self next year?  

 

For advice contact 

ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk 

 

HELP!  

 

BIRDERS ALWAYS WANTED 

 

The Mersey Estuary is one of 

Britain’s best wetlands. We know 

this because each month we count 

the waterfowl as part of the 

national Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBS).  

  

However, we need ‘new blood’ 

volunteers. You don’t need to be an 

experienced wildfowl counter, 

though you should be able to 

identify common waders and 

wildfowl.  If you think you can help 

then please email Dermot Smith at 

dermot.smith71@gmail.com or 

phone 07505 418832 for further 

details.  

 

For more information plus recent 

reports and photos visit the Mersey 

Estuary WeBS page on Facebook 

mailto:Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events
http://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events
http://www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on
http://www.courtheypark.co.uk
http://www.nwc.org.uk/events
http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm
http://www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk
http://www.mnapage.info
http://www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/415160405188412/
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mailto:ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk
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Booking is essential for Sefton Coast events 

Call 01519342964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walks last around 2.5-3 hours and require good 

footwear. The walk may include  small hills and 

undulations. It would also be advisable to wear 

appropriate clothing for the day.  

 

 

Heritage &  Health Walks 

“Discover the heritage along with coastline with a 

series of walks. Part of the Sefton Coast Land-

scape Partnership scheme” 

“The walks will take you through a variety of 

habitats including woodlands, sand dunes and 

beach walks” 

 

Other Events 

Why not visit Facebook page SeftonCoast? 

RSPB https://www.rspb.org.uk/

discoverandenjoynature/seenature/events/

results.aspx 

RSPB Tel: 01704 226190 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, 

Manchester and North Merseyside. 

Additional Details from  

http://www.lancswt.org.uk/whats-on 

 

 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT  

 

We are coming to the end of the habitat surveys for 

2016 and the trainees will be writing up the survey 

reports. However there are plenty of opportunities 

to get out and about and record wildlife.  

 

Remember you can get in touch with us anytime in 

Lancashire 01772 324 129 cgreen@lancswt.org.uk or 

Merseyside 0151 737 4152 jsimons@lancswt.org.uk.   

 

You can also follow us on Facebook HERE, tweet 

us @Lancswildlife & use #wildlifecounts. 

Biodiversity Courses:  1st Wednesday of every 

month February to November 2016.  

 

A 10 session course is being run by Hilary Bedford 

from the West Lancashire Wildlife Group.  

 

Consisting of indoor theory and some outdoor ses-

sions the course will cover plant morphology, physi-

ology and adaptations and is suitable for beginners 

or individuals with limited experience who have an 

interest in plants.  

 

 

Nov 2nd: Preparing for winter  

A look at leaf fall and colour changes. Dormancy, bud  

formation and storage organs.10am-1pm at the Barn,  

Preston, PR5 6BY. 

Further Information. This is a 10 session course 

with a refundable deposit of £50 (£5/session). 

Participants will be refunded £5/session after at-

tending a session, a non-show will result in a non-

refundable £5 deposit/session. Participants will 

receive an LWT certificate of attendance.  

Please note booking is essential!  

There are limited spaces, for more information 

or to book on please contact Catherine Haddon 

on  

 

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 01772 324129.  

 

Albert Dock 29th October   

Last local BioBlitze of 2016 

 

Event details 

Sat, 29/10/2016 - 10:00am - 3:00pm 

Join us for our BioBlitz at the world famous 

Albert Dock in Liverpool and spend the afternoon 

recording everything from huge eels to tiny 

bryozoans! 

We will record as many species as possible with-

in four hours. This will enable us to add valuable 

records to the data and create a species list for 

the dock which will give us a base for future 

surveys. 

So if you are a marine expert who would like to 

share your knowledge of marine species, an 

enthusiast who loves all things aquatic or a be-

ginner would like to come along to find out what 

interesting creatures can be found in the waters 

of the dock then we would love you to join us! 

Bring your ID books & equipment and let's get out 

there and record! 

This event takes place out on the pontoons on the 

dock so please ensure that you are wearing 

sturdy non-slip footwear. 

This event is FREE although pre-booking is essen-

tial. Click here to do so. 

 

 

SUMMARY of EVENTS PROGRAMME of 2016 at SEFTON COAST PARTNERSHIP www.seftoncoast.org.uk 
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