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A reminder of summer on cold wintry nights. This beautifully marked but under recorded Four-barred Major (Oxycera rara),  
soldier fly was spotted near the Green Beach on 21st July 2015 by Phil Smith. 

Breaking News: Ami Weir, Biodiversity Society Project Trainee, takes the first steps in creating a constituted group 

for MBAN.  She needs your support to make this work, check out the MBAN Facebook group or contact us. 
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October is usually the wettest month of the year but, this year, small amounts 

of rain fell on only nine days making it one of the driest in living memory. Fol-

lowing on from the September drought meant there was no recharge of the 

dune ground water-table, which remained at a record low level. Edge Hill Uni-

versity researcher,  

Nick O’Keeffe, found the water was 48cm below the surface at Devil’s Hole on 

30th. It will therefore take about 15cm (6 inches) of rainfall to produce any 

flooding in the slack. Wicks “Lake” at Formby Point, where visitors usually 

enjoy feeding the ducks, has been bone dry for about five months.  

 

One result of the exceptionally mild sunny weather was an insect bonanza. On 

1st, I counted 15 Common Darters at Pinfold Pond on Ainsdale Sand Dunes 

National Nature Reserve, while a spectacularly colourful Grey Dagger moth 

caterpillar was found nearby.  

The highlight, however, was a large shieldbug sunning itself on a Silver Birch.  

With mounting excitement, I identified it as a Red-legged Shieldbug, a species 

I have never seen before on the Sefton Coast, although it’s supposed to be 

fairly common and widespread.  

My list of shieldbugs for the dunes increased to 11, an impressive total, though 

two or three more may yet await discovery. Other species encountered during 

the month included several Green Shieldbugs, two of which I found on flame-

red Virginia-creeper at Hightown. They were not exactly well camouflaged! 

Another surprise was a male Ruddy Darter at Birkdale on 2nd, the latest ever 

recorded in North Merseyside or Lancashire.  

 

It was accompanied by at least seven Migrant Hawkers, including two mating 

pairs, and three Common Darters, while two Sandwich Terns called from the 

adjacent shore. 
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Grey Dagger  

Red-legged Shieldbug 

Green Shieldbugs, on Virginia-creeper 

Red Admiral 



Then, on 3rd, a visit to favoured patches of flowering Ivy in Ravenmeols Woods 

was rewarded with 17 stunning Red Admirals and a Comma.  

These graced the area for most of the month, with 11 Red Admirals and a 

single Comma still there on 20th. These south-facing clumps of Ivy also at-

tracted masses of hoverflies, emphasising the importance of this late nectar 

source. 

 

The absence of frosts meant that duneland wildflowers were plentiful through-

out the month, with the scarce Lesser Centaury still in flower on Birkdale 

Green Beach as late as 30th. Patricia Lockwood asked me to identify a beauti-

ful large-flowered St John’s-wort she found on the side of Wicks path, Formby 

Point. After a literature search, I pinned it down to Mount Olympus St John’s

-wort (Hypericum olympicum) from northern Greece and northwest Turkey, a 

garden escape that has rarely been seen “in the wild” and never before in the 

northwest of England. 

 

Three well-attended guided walks were arranged during the month at 

Marshside for the Lancashire Botany Group, Liverpool Botanical Society and 

the Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland. Saltmarsh highlights included four 

species of Glasswort, three different Sea-lavenders (including a rare hy-

brid) and the uncommon Taschereau’s Orache and Kattegat Orache, which 

most participants had not encountered before. Even better, however, was a 

single specimen of the distinctive Long-stalked Orache found by Wendy At-

kinson. This was completely new to me, being very local nationally and record-

ed only once before in the Vice-county many years ago near Preston.  

 

As usual at this time of year, I organised a series of volunteer “buckthorn 

bashes” to clear invasive Sea Buckthorn from the dunes and slacks near 

Sands Lake, Ainsdale.  

We started this work in 2011 and it has made a big difference in the areas first 

tackled, hardly any of this highly damaging shrub now surviving. There is still 

plenty of small regrowth in sites cut more recently but, again, up to a dozen volun-

teers, some from as far afield as Wirral, soon made inroads. Sefton’s Coast & 

Countryside Service gave permission and helpfully provided loppers for those who 

didn’t have their own equipment.  

 

There wasn’t much time for bird-spotting but I did notice three pairs of Gadwall 

and two Shovelers on Sands Lake, reflecting the widespread arrival of winter 

wildfowl. 
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Grey Dagger (Acronicta psi) adult:: Wiki Commons Jerzy Strzelecki   

Gadwall (Anas strepera) : Wiki Commons: USFWS 

Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) on Sands Lake: Image by Ian Mackennon 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Jerzystrzelecki


The first half of the autumn was characterised by dry, settled weather caused 

by areas of high pressure, the North Atlantic Jet Stream being positioned well 

to the north of the British Isles; as a result only about 40% of average rainfall 

was recorded in Northwest England during September and October.  

However, in early November everything changed, an unusually powerful Jet 

Stream drifting south put us in the direct line of a series of low-pressure 

systems bringing wind and rain. These included three named storms: Abigail, 

Barney and Clodagh, which contributed to a doubling of our normal November 

rainfall, though we had nothing like the quantities that fell on Cumbria only 60 

miles up the road. Nevertheless, this was a bonus for our much depleted 

ground water-table.  

Measurements made in the Devil’s Hole slack by Nick O’Keeffe and myself 

showed that the water level rose by about 25cm during the month. Even so, by 

the 30th, it was still 21cm below the ground surface in the deepest part of the 

slack, which often floods deeply in wet winters. Similarly, Patricia Lockwood 

tells me that Wicks Lake at Formby Point had just begun to hold the shallowest 

of water by the end of November. 

As well as being wetter than expected, the month was also incredibly mild. I 

saw frost on only one morning, while west Wales recorded the UK record high 

November temperature of 22.3oC in the first week. 2015 seems set to be the 

warmest year on record world-wide.  

 

As a result, many of our wild plants remained in flower well into the month. 

Both Blue Fleabane and Sea Mayweed were in full flower at Ainsdale on 10th, 

though Sea Milkwort foliage was showing autumn colours. The non-native 

Buttonweed flowered in front of the main hide at Marshside RSPR reserve 

throughout the month. Insects were also still about; Trevor Davenport reported 

a Speckled Bush-cricket in his garage on 9th, while I found a colourful Birch 

Shieldbug on my car the following day.  

A walk down to Cabin Hill via the Ravenmeols Woods on 3rd revealed an autumn 

influx of Blackbirds, very wild and flighty, together with a small flock of Scan-

dinavian Redwings. The open dunes provided a male Stonechat, while Kestrel, 

Sparrowhawk and Buzzard represented the raptors.  

The star bird, though, was a Short-eared Owl flying high towards Altcar Rifle 

Range, mobbed by two Carrion Crows. These owls were reported widely in the 

region, with several together at the new Lancashire Wildlife Trust reserve of 

Lunt Meadows. 

Marshside became extensively flooded during the month, attracting large num-

bers of ducks. I counted at least 80 elegant Pintails and 90 Shovelers on 25th, 

together with the inevitable Mallard, Teal, Wigeon and Gadwall.  

As usual, two predatory Greater Black-backed Gulls were lurking menacingly, 

on the look-out for any injured or sick birds.  

 

A spectacular flock of about 4000 Black-tailed Godwits also graced the 

marsh. These come every year from their breeding grounds in Iceland, leg-

rings that can be read in the field revealing the extent of their wanderings. 

Between 2003 and 2014, one individual was spotted in Iceland, northern France, 

Portugal and a large number of different places in England, including Hamp-

shire, Essex, Kent, Lincolnshire and Norfolk, as well as Leighton Moss, Lanca-

shire.  

 

Few usual birds were reported during the month but John Dempsey told me of 

a male Black Redstart that spent several days around the Ainsdale Discovery 

Centre, while a Water Pipit at Crossens Marsh was a good find. 

 

A report from Irene Delgado-Fernandez of Edge Hill University summarises 

ongoing research in the Devil’s Hole at Ravenmeols, one of the largest dune 

blow-outs in Europe. Funded by Natural England, the studies are designed to 

investigate physical processes that maintain these important dune landscape 

features.  

 

During a three-week period in October, eleven researchers from Edge Hill, the 

University of Ulster, Flinders University, Australia and the University of Guelph, 

Canada, collected a huge amount of data using complex equipment, including 

three-dimensional ultrasonic anemometers. These investigations are interna-

tionally significant, giving a new perspective on the Devil’s Hole, which is al-

ready known to have enormous wildlife interest. 
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Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima) 

Pintail (Anas acuta ) 



On the 18th October the North West Fungus group held a foray at Ravenmeols 

Local Nature Reserve. 

After hardly any rain, the area was very dry, so finding fungi required pa-

tience. We were eventually rewarded with a list of sixty identified species. 

Amongst the finds were Geastrum fimbriatum (Sessile Earthstar).  

 

Interestingly, this species is also found around the nearby Formby Nature 

Reserve but is rarely found further south at Ainsdale where Geastrum triplex 

(Collared Earthstar) is dominant.  

 

The attraction of this Reserve is the different habitats within a small area.  

There is mixed woodland, pinewoods, scrub woodland, heathland, yellow and 

grey dunes.  

 

So fungi with different ecological requirements can be found. We found five 

different species of Melanaoleuca, including the dune loving Melanoleuca 
cinereifolia (Dune Cavalier).  

 

 

NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP AT RAVENMEOLS LOCAL NATURE RESERVE — Tony Carter 
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Geastrum fimbriatum (Sessile Earthstar) 

Geastrum triplex (Collared Earthstar)  

Melanoleuca cinereifolia (Dune Cavalier) 

Inocybe serotina (Fibrecap) 

Gliophorus psittacina (Parrot Waxcap)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inocybe serotina (Fibrecap) 
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Another sand speciality was Inocybe serotina 

(Fibrecap). 

The heathland supported some waxcaps, including 

Gliophorus psittacina (Parrot Waxcap) and Hygro-
cybe conocoides (Dune Waxcap),  another sand 

speciality. 

 

Other finds included Russula sanguinaria (Bloody 

Brittlegill) under pine and  Cortinarius uliginosus 

(Marsh Webcap) in the willow scrub.  

 

Not a bad day considering the dry conditions. 

 

We did indulge in some ‘log rolling’ looking for fungal 

species that hide.  

 

 

Lissotriton vulgaris (Smooth Newt) was also hid-

ing, staking a claim to winter quarters.  

Russula sanguinaria (Bloody Brittlegill)  

NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP AT RAVENMEOLS LOCAL NATURE RESERVE — Tony Carter 

Lissotriton vulgaris (Smooth Newt) 

Cortinarius uliginosus (Marsh Webcap) 

Hygrocybe conocoides (Dune Waxcap) 

This is an area that I foray on a very regular basis 

but the additional pairs of eyes significantly in-

creased the number of finds. Forty five species 

were recorded in two hours. 

 

Finds included a large patch of Lyophyllum con-

natum (White Domecap),    

 

Russula grisea (Oilslick Brittlegill) under a beech 

tree  and Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca (False Chan-

terelle) under the pines.  

Best of the day, found by one of the volunteers, was 

of Mutinus caninus (Dog Stinkhorn). First time 

recorded by me in Liverpool.   

Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca (False Chanterelle)  

Mutinus caninus (Dog Stinkhorn) 

On the 10th of October we held a fungal foray for 

volunteers with The Biodiverse Society Project. 

 

After a training session at Merseyside Biobank, we 

went off to Clarke Gardens, Liverpool, to look for 

some of the fungi we had been discussing.  

 

Russula grisea (Oilslick Brittlegill)  

Lyophyllum connatum (White Domecap) 

THE BIODIVERSE SOCIETY PRO-

JECT: TRAINING DAY  



Leader: Maria Knowles, Botanist at Ness Gardens, Wirral 

Calderstones Park is named after the prehistoric Calder Stones dating back 4000 years. The six megalithic stones from an ancient burial ground appear to 

have formed components to a passage grave covered by an earth barrow and are now housed in the park. The stones are of interest for the carving on their 

surfaces which include cup and ring motifs, spirals and representations of human feet. Calderstones Park, now 110 years old, was created when 126 acres of 

parkland were sold to the Liverpool Corporation by the McIver shipping family, whose patriarch Charles McIver had originally established the British & North 

American Royal Steam Packet  Company with Samuel Cunard. The park was augmented by the 32 acre Harthill estate during World War One and became the 

most recent home of Liverpool’s Botanic Garden founded by William Roscoe. Like the nearby Sefton Park, it has its own lake, glasshouse, plus ornamental gar-

dens, exotic plant collection and ancient oak tree. Another of the park’s ancient features is the Allerton Oak, estimated at 1000 years old, and according to 

legend the ancient ‘Hundred Court’ sat beneath its branches. Maria Knowles was our knowledgeable guide for the day and highlighted some of the most inter-

esting and important tree specimens – many being of American or Asian origin - planted throughout the park. Autumn has brought a dramatic change in colour 

to the leafage in the park’s trees, recalling to mind Keat’s “Ode to Autumn”, 

SEASON of mists and mellow fruitfulness! 

    Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;  

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

    With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run; 

 

LIVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY CALDERSTONES PARK - Saturday 31st October 2015 -  Hugh Harris 
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Scientific name Common name Notes 

Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut Leaf blotch and Leaf Miner 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Tar Spot 

Tetracenton sinense Spur-Leaf  

Picea omorica Serbian Spruce  

Cornus sp. Persian Dogwood  

Taxus baccata  Yew  

Tsuga sp. Hemlock  

Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir Fungus sp. Mycenae 

Sequoia sempervirens Coast Redwood  Funnel Cap  

Cephalotaxus harringtonia Plum Yew  

Cephalotaxus fortunei Chinese Plum Yew  

Prunus sp. Cherry  

Alnus sp. Alder  

Carya ovata Shagbark Hickory  

Alnus cornata Italian Alder Measuring-up: (1) Tree height 

Taxodium distichum Swamp Cypress Fungus sp. Iodine Bonnet  

Liriodendron tulipfera Tulip Tree  

Taxus fastigiata Irish Yew  

Taxus baccata Common Yew  

Quercus petraea Sessile Oak  

Hamamelis virginiana Witch Hazel  

Tilia americana American Lime  

Liquidambar formosana Chinese Sweet Gum  
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Maria Knowles measures the tree girth Tree Surveying in the Park 

Scientific name Common name Notes 

Abies grandis Grand Fir  

Quercus castaneifolia Chestnut-leaved Oak Frosty Bonnet 

Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar  

Fagus asplenifoliai Fern-leaved Beech  

Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir Bay Bolete 

Quercus x rosacea Hybrid Oak  

Laburnocytisus adamii Adam’s Laburnum  

Sorbus thibetica ‘John Mitchell’ Mitchell’s Whitebeam  

Acer pensylvanicum Moosewood Ugly Milkcap 

Tilia x europaea Common Lime  

Quercus rubra Red Oak  

Sequoiadendron giganteum Wellingtonia Measuring-up: (2) Girth 

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam (3) Girth 

Davidia involucrata Dove Tree  

Dipteronia sinensis Chinese Money Maple Fungus sp. Blewit 

Polylepis australis                                            Quenoa  

Zanthoxylum piperitum Chinese Pepper Tree                           Redlead Roundhead 

Paulownia tomentosa Foxglove Tree  

Celtis occidentalis Hackberry  

Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven  
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Hale Head: seabirds blown inshore by the strong winds; Great Northern 

Diver (Gavia immer) and Great Skua (Stercorarius skua): Image Hugh Harris 
Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta) Court Hey Park late October: Image  Bob Jude 

Eristalis sp. feeding in Childwall: Image Bob Jude 

Rosa rugosa colonising Hale Shore :Image Hugh Harris 

Brown Hare (Lepus europaeus) at Lower Stretton: Image Neil Higgins 

Brown Hare (Lepus europaeus) at Lower Stretton: Image  Neil Higgins 



THE SALTMARSH IN AUTUMN : Marshside, Southport (v.c.59) Leader: Peter Gateley: Saltmarsh and Dune Transition 

Saltmarsh is a relatively rare habitat along Sefton’s coastline, being largely restricted to two areas; the mouth of the River Alt at Hightown and the Birkdale 

Green Beach. However there is an area of coastal saltmarsh known as 

Marshside whose ownership is uncertain, stretching north from Southport Pier 

to RSPB Marshside car-park immediately south of the former sand-winning 

plant, which shows the transition from saltmarsh to dunes and plant succes-

sion.  Defra’s MAGIC interactive map shows the area to have several designa-

tions in the Priority Habitat Inventory; Ramsar, SSSI and Inshore Special Pro-

tection amongst others. 

 

Peter Gateley’s BSBI group of 11 botanists assembled for briefing in the car-park 

for RSPB Marshside, SD353205, of the alternative walk to avoid the effects of 

the forecasted wet and windy weather and took the opportunity of viewing the 

waterfowl on the pools and marshes from the reserve’s hides.  

 

 

Around the reserve’s entrance the group observed Buttonweed Cotula coronopifolia, Evening Primrose Oenothera, Yarrow Achillea millefolium, Catsear 

Hypochaeris radicata, Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens, Red Clover Trifolium pratense, Gorse Ulex europaeus and Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. 

in late-flower. 

 

Walking along Marine Drive, (the ‘Coast Road’ and sea defence) one has a clear view of the extensive marshes and vegetation zones from above the high water 

mark below the sea-wall to the mud flats beyond in the estuary. The vegetation zones have developed as a result of land reclamation in the 1930s when 

‘saltings‘ or clumps of Spartina (Cord Grass) were planted to encourage plant growth. Further effects of the tidal ebb and flow, currents and silting have cre-

ated a muddy saltmarsh. On the seafront side of Marine Drive one passes Melilot Melilotus agg. Black Horehound Ballota nigra, Common Storksbill Erodium 

cicutarium, Sea Mayweed Triplospermum maritimum, Garden Angelica Angelica archangelica, Herb Robert Geranium robertianum, Viper’s Bugloss Echium 

vulgare, White Clover Trifolium repens, Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria, Sea Spurge Euphorbia paralias,  Sea Sandwort Honckenya peploides, and the 

invasives  Japanese Rose Rosa rugosa and Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica. 

 

There is a general pattern of zonation within most saltmarshes but plant zonation varies according to local conditions and so at Marshside you will find Glass-

wort Salicornia sp growing in the transition zone between saltmarsh and sand dune fragments. The path along the shoreline generally followed the strandline 

along the top zone of the marshes and so it is interesting to analyse the species list away from the field and reflect on where one would expect to find the 

different plant species generally growing on a saltmarsh. The chart below shows a classic succession from Common Glasswort Salicornea europaea to Sea 

Beet Beta vulgaris ssp maritima, when grouped according to zone, and yet all these plant species were found alongside or near to the strandline! 

 

    
 

Mud flats Low marsh Middle marsh Upper marsh Above high water 

Salicornia europaea Puccinellia maritima Limonium vulgare Atriplex sp Agrostis stolonifera 

Spartina x townsendii Spartina anglica Limonium humile Atriplex prostrata Elytrigia juncea 

  Glaux maritima   Atriplex portulacoides Beta vulgaris ssp maritima 

  Sueda maritima   Atriplex littoralis   

  Aster tripolium   Juncus gerardi   

  Spergularia marina   Festuca rubra   

  Plantago maritima   Salicornea fragilis   

  Triglochin maritima       

BOTANTICAL SOCIETY OF BRITAIN AND IRELAND - Saturday 24th October - Hugh Harris 
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Cf. FSC “Guide to the Saltmarsh Plants of Britain” 

 

Key to the Salicornia species (Amaranthaceae) of Marshside  

 

According to Stace, SALICORNIA L. Glassworts are an extremely difficult genus, the 

problems arising mainly from the great phenotypic plasticity and the inbreeding nature 

of the plants, which tend to form numerous distinctive populations. Marshside in N.W. 

England supports large populations of the plant species and the group focused on four 

of the species;  

 

 

 

A. Salicornia ramoisissima Purple Glasswort, B. Salicornia europaea Common Glasswort, C. Salicornia fragilis Yellow Glasswort, and D. Salicornia doli-

chostachya Long-spiked Glasswort.   

 

The group’s aim was to identify and key out the four species of Salicornia with the aid of Peter Gateley’s draft key and hand lens in a small area of saltmarsh.  

 

e.g. 

1.  Flowers in groups of three, central one notably larger than two flanking ones. Top edges of fertile segments with scarious margins 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………      2. 

 

2.  Plants clear yellowish green, much branched. Apex angle of segments 90°. Scarious margins up to 0.1 mm deep. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………       B —Salicornia europaea (Common Glasswort).  

 

After lunch the group moved towards the next stage in plant colonisation on the marshes indicated by Sea Lavender Limonium vulgare and a change in eleva-

tion with different species populating the hummocks. Dr. Phil Smith; a retired ecology lecturer with more than 60 years association with the Sefton Coast 

where he continues to actively record and photograph its wildlife, joined the group. He is also a writer of many scientific papers and author of the influential 

book, “The Sands of Time Revisited”, an introduction to the Sand Dunes of the Sefton Coastline. Importantly, for today’s botanists he enjoys sharing his 

knowledge with those who are new to the area. Today, the group benefited from his specialised identification skills of hybridisation in Salix and top zone marsh 

plant species.    

 

Other plant species that the group recorded in the afternoon were found in the top zone on the return to the RSPB car park; Sea buck-thorn Hippophae rham-

noides, Lyme Grass Leymus arenarius, Curled Dock Rumex crispus, Sand Catstail Phleum arenarium, Sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis, Sea Rocket Cakile 

maritima, Osier hybrid Salix x holosericea, Sea Couch Elymus repens, Sea Club-rush Bolboschoenus maritimus, Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum, 

Long Bracted-sedge Carex extensa and Amphibious Bistort Persicariaa amphibia. 

Although some botanists may regard the salt marsh as being ‘species poor’ and ‘un-managed’ some species are so dominant or abundant that they give the 

saltmarsh its characteristic coloration in autumn. 

 

Access:  

Marshside Marsh is freely accessible on foot from Marine Drive, north of Southport Pier. Southport Station is about 2.5 miles away and a 50 minute walk. 

There is a bus service (Arriva No. 44) from London Street, Southport to Marshside Road or Carpark. There is free car-parking at RSPB Marshside, just north-

west of Marshside Road (SD 352204). 

 

Acknowledgements: 

I am grateful to Peter Gateley for leading the Field Meeting, to Phil Smith for his expertise and knowledge of the Sefton Coast and for the company of the BSBI 

members.   
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An Introduction to Spider Identification and Sampling course 

 

 
Two/ three day course 

16th – 18th August 2016 

 

 
 

Photo courtesy of Rod Hill 

 

Spiders are a diverse groups of animals, displaying a fascinating range of behaviours from active hunters including jumping spiders and ambush predators, to 

the web builders, such as funnel and orb web spinners. Spiders are also important predators in all terrestrial ecosystems, can facilitate the regulation of 

insect populations and form an important component in the diet of other organisms such as birds. This has led to continued interest in arachnology and spider 

ecology from both amateur enthusiasts and researchers. 

 

This course is aimed at beginners to arachnology, those with an amateur interest or professionals in research or consultancy looking to add to their portfolio 

of field and identification techniques. The course focuses on UK species, with days 1 and 2 providing practical experience in field sampling techniques and the 

use keys and stereo microscopes to identify species. The third day will focus on identification of the more difficult Linyphiidae family and will be of particular 

interest to professionals, researchers and keen enthusiasts. The full programme is available here. A discounted refresher course is available for those who 

have previously completed this course. 

 

The course will be taught by Dr Anne Oxbrough, who is a Lecturer in Biology at Edge Hill University.  Anne has over 15 years’ experience in the identification of 

spiders and sampling of specimens from a diverse range of habitats in the UK, Ireland, Canada and Ecuador. For further details or to discuss alternative 

course dates contact anne.oxbrough@edgehill.ac.uk. 

 

The cost of the course is £100 for two days or £150 for 3 days; students can tailor the days they attend to match their skill level or professional require-

ments. A 20% discount applies to current students on production of appropriate documentation. Fees cover the cost of tuition and laboratory consumables. 

Edge Hill University is based in the North-west of England in a modern campus close with excellent transport connections. It is easily reached by road and rail 

– see map. Accommodation is available on campus at a cost of £50.40 per night for an en-suite including breakfast. Anyone interested in booking accommo-

dation should email conferences@edgehill.ac.uk. Advance booking is required. To book visit the EHU Online Store. 

 

Course may be cancelled up to 3 weeks before it is due to run dependent on numbers. Payment is required before attendance.  
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http://www.edgehill.ac.uk/biology/spider-identification-refresher-course-discounted-rate/
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Even from those among 'the initiated' local naturalists, conservationists and recorders I am often asked ‘what is Merseyside 

BioBank and what is it you actually do?’ Most understand it is something to do with wildlife, some know we work closely (and are 

funded by) local planning authorities but few realise the full breadth of work we are involved in or undertake directly.  

 

Merseyside BioBank is one of over 40 local environmental records centres (LERC) covering England and Wales. Our specific 

area of coverage is Liverpool, Sefton, Knowsley and St Helens. LERC's have come about in a variety of different ways but largely 

as a result of the Rio Earth Summit 1992. The signing of the Convention on Biological Diversity[1], which then entered force in 

1993, outlines a commitment of signature countries to the conservation of biological diversity.  

 

In order to conserve wildlife we first need to understand what problems are faced; how severe are those problems and what 

can we do to resolve them. To achieve this we need information. 

 

The UK has an incredible tradition in natural history dating back several centuries and includes many eminent Victorian natural-

ists and collectors. They laid the foundations of modern 'biological recording' (wildlife observation to most of us!) through their 

observations of nature and in documenting the wildlife they encountered or set out to discover.  

 

The main driver behind the creation of many 'LERC's' was to bring together those centuries of information, much of which only 

existed as notebooks in boxes, and to make it accessible and ensure it is used as effectively as possible in local conservation.  

 

This was particularly true in the case of Merseyside BioBank. 

 

Set up in 2006 and officially opened in 2007 our main objectives were; 

 

Inputting the hundreds of thousands of wildlife observations, held by the Liverpool World Museum in their paper archives 

and extensive collections, into a digital records database that could be easily and quickly checked and accessed. 

Provide support for local naturalists and recorders through facilities and equipment. Merseyside BioBank has always 

been intended as a place that can be used, free of charge, by local naturalists and recorders. In addition we hold a 

lending library, survey tools, equipment and provide access to PC's for relevant use. 

Educate new recorders and promote biological recording to naturalists. In the early days this included going into schools 

to deliver sessions as part of the national curriculum and developing resources for schools to help teachers to do 

this themselves. We also provided training and support to new recorders on how to do biological recording and try 

to encourage existing naturalists to allow us access to their sightings and observations. Either directly or through a 

local naturalist group or national organisation. 

 

Merseyside BioBank is ideally placed to support local conservation through the planning process. We are a part of Merseyside 

Environmental Advisory Service (MEAS), who provide advice to the local planning authorities on a wide range of aspects includ-

ing their duties to conserve local biodiversity[2].  

Accessible wildlife observations are used as evidence to highlight and protect areas that are important for local wildlife, the 

best of which may become designated as Local Wildlife Sites (LWS). The information we hold can also be accessed and used 

free of charge by local naturalists, recorders, students and members of the public so long as there is no risk to the species in 

question (we may need a good reason before we release information on species that are prone to persecution or collection 

such as Badgers or Sand Lizards). 

 
[1] https://www.cbd.int/intro/default.shtml  
[2] https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity  

MERSEYSIDE BIOBANK (LERC)  -  Ben Deed 
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What does 

Merseyside BioBank 

actually do!? 

https://www.cbd.int/intro/default.shtml
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity


In November, the woodland floor is smothered by fallen leaves, making it difficult to find fungi. 

Fortunately, it is at this time of year that the grassland fungi come into their own. I suspect that, because it also rains at lot, people stop mowing and the fungi 

are allowed a bit of time to grow. 

 

This is certainly the case at Speke Hall, where the North Lawn in front of the house can be a treasure trove of Hygrocybe (waxcaps) and other small grass-

land species. A recent visit after heavy rain produced five of the thirteen species of waxcaps recorded there. Hygrocybe chlorophana (Golden), miniata 

(Vermillion), pratensis (Meadow), virginea (Snowy) and Gliophorus psittacina (Parrot) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also recorded were Entoloma chalybaeum (Indigo Pinkgill), and hundreds of club 

fungi, with two varieties growing together, Clavulinopsis luteoalba (Apricot Club) 

and helvola (Yellow Club) . 

 

OUT TO GRASS  - Tony Carter 
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Hygrocybe  virginea (Snowy)  

Entoloma chalybaeum  (Indigo Pinkgill)  

Clavulinopsis luteoalba  (Apricot Club)  

Clavulinopsis  helvola  (Yellow Club)  

Gliophorus psittacina  (Parrot) 



Old churchyards are also a good source of fungi.  

 

A visit to All Saints at Childwall was not as fruitful but still 

interesting.  

 

 

Three waxcaps, Hygrocybe coccinea,  ceracea and pratensis, one Conecap and the Earthtongue, Geoglossum fallax. were found 

Grassland fungi will continue to flourish through late autumn; some welcome a bit of frost.  

They prefer unimproved grassland (no fertiliser) so any of the Liverpool parks is a good source. I have recently made similar 

collections from Allerton Towers and Clarke Gardens. 

OUT TO GRASS  - Tony Carter 
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Autumn and 

Winter 

A great time to 

find different 

fungi around the 

parks and 

gardens of 

Merseyside 

Hygrocybe coccinea 

Hygrocybe ceracea  

Earthtongue, Geoglossum fallax  

NORTH MERSEYSIDE AMPHIBIAN AND REPTILE GROUP 

Danny Foy posted a link on the MBAN Facebook page requesting volunteers for  the North Merseyside Amphibian and Reptile Group for Sun 20th December 2015 

“NMARG is arranging a series of habitat management tasks during the Winter of 2015-16 on the Sefton Coast sand dunes. The aim of these tasks is to improve 

the habitat for Sand Lizards and Natterjack Toads by clearing invasive scrub and trees, which will otherwise shade out basking areas for the lizards and invade 

the very short vegetation required by hunting Natterjacks. This scrub and tree control will also benefit many other rare wildlife and plants on the Sefton Coast. 

The biggest problem is the Sea Buckthorn, a very spiky shrub which is not part of the native flora of the Sefton Coast, but has established itself quite widely 

across the more fixed dunes and can spread very rapidly, if not controlled and, ideally, eradicated. Although ARG volunteers, together with the Sefton Coast 

Ranger Service and Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, have tackled some quite extensive areas of Sea Buckthorn and other scrub and trees on the Sefton 

Coast during the past few Winters, there is always some regrowth, suckers and new seedlings to contend with.  

The aim of many of the tasks this Winter will be to remove these.. The next scheduled task is on Sunday, December 20th (see Events Section) and subsequent 

tasks  will take place at regular intervals at various locations on the Sefton Coast during the remainder of the Winter.” 



Events are run throughout the year by  

Liverpool Museum.   

These include  Mammal Trapping at Knowsley Park and 

other venues.  

Learn all about Ants Saturday 5th December 

Please contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk for  

details and to book places. Museum collections are open to 

amateur naturalists and volunteers (by appointment)  

Other activity events 

Knowsley: www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/

events.aspx 

Liverpool Parks: liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events 

Wildlife Trust: www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on 

Court Hey Park: www.courtheypark.co.uk 

National Wildflower Centre: www.nwc.org.uk/events 

North West Fungus Group 

There are forays and special events, 

with help and advice on a range of 

fungi related topics. 

NWFG Home Page: http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Liverpool Botanical Society 

www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk 

 

Merseyside Naturalist Association 

The MNA organize informal nature events 

including field trips, talks and practical ses-

sions  

Visit www.mnapage.info for the programme of events 

 

Merseyside & West Lancashire Bat Group 

The group runs events and training throughout the year 

check the group website, twitter or Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook links require membership of 

Facebook 

Some links may additionally require permission which 

can be obtained by contacting the group over Facebook 

as a pre-requisite. These links are increasingly becom-

ing a major contact point for rapidly expanding natu-

ralist groups and volunteers. Interested then link to:  

 

Merseyside BioBank  

www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank 

 

MBAN 

www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/ 

 

UK Hoverflies 

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

 

WeBS 

www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/119829941488294/ 

 

British Wildlife Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/415160405188412/ 

 

Lancashire Mammal Group 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-

Mammal-Group/169476803103866? 

 

BTO Garden Birdwatch 

https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch 

 

RSPB 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature 

 

British Spider ID 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/829354860449271/ 

 

British Mycological Society (BMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/ 

 

Conopids 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/ 

EVENTS SUMMARY 
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Interested in arranging one your-

self next year?  

 

For advice contact 

ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk 

 

HELP!  

 

BIRDERS ALWAYS WANTED 

 

The Mersey Estuary is one of 

Britain’s best wetlands. We know 

this because each month we count 

the waterfowl as part of the 

national Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBS).  

  

However, we need ‘new blood’ 

volunteers. You don’t need to be an 

experienced wildfowl counter, 

though you should be able to 

identify common waders and 

wildfowl.  If you think you can help 

then please email Dermot Smith at 

dermot.smith71@gmail.com or 

phone 07505 418832 for further 

details.  

 

For more information plus recent 

reports and photos visit the Mersey 

Estuary WeBS page on Facebook 

mailto:Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events
http://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events
http://www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on
http://www.courtheypark.co.uk
http://www.nwc.org.uk/events
http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm
http://www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk
http://www.mnapage.info
http://www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/415160405188412/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/415160405188412/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-Mammal-Group/169476803103866?
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-Mammal-Group/169476803103866?
https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch
https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature
https://www.facebook.com/groups/829354860449271/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/829354860449271/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/
mailto:ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk
mailto:dermot.smith71@gmail.com


Booking is essential for Sefton Coast events 

Call 01519342964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walks last around 2.5-3 hours and require good 

footwear. The walk may include  small hills and 

undulations. It would also be advisable to wear 

appropriate clothing for the day.  

 

Heritage &  Health Walks 

“Discover the heritage along with coastline with a 

series of walks. Part of the Sefton Coast Land-

scape Partnership scheme” 

“The walks will take you through a variety of 

habitats including woodlands, sand dunes and 

beach walks” 

 

Other Events 

Why not visit Facebook page SeftonCoast? 

 

 

RSPB Merseyside AUTUMN 2015.  

Details copied from RSPB Events Page 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/

discoverandenjoynature/seenature/events/

results.aspx 

RSPB Tel: 01704 226190 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of membership 2015 include:- 

two newsletters per year. 

forays and special events. 

help and advice on a range of fungi related topics. 

 

Membership  

Individual membership - £7.50 

Family membership - £10.00  

Members joining after November 1st will receive 

membership for the following year.  

Please contact the Membership Secretary for a 

membership form. 

Officers 

Chair:   Dr. Irene Ridge, 

Smalley’s Farm, Whalley Old Road, Billington 

Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 9JF 

Tel. 01254 247274 

 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: 

 Liz Moore,  

48 Alan Road, Heaton Moor, 

Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4LE 

Tel. 0161-432-9124 

Recorder: Tony Carter    

                                  

NWFG Home Page:   
http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

 

Check website for events and changes     

 

Awaiting Programme and new officials for 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Man-

chester and North Merseyside.  

Additional Details from  

http://www.lancswt.org.uk/whats-on 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT  

 

We are now coming to the end of the habitat surveys 

for this year and the trainees will be writing up the 

survey reports over the autumn. However there are 

plenty of opportunities for you to still get out and 

about and record wildlife. Remember you can get in 

touch with us anytime on Lancashire 01772 

324129,sgorman@lancswt.org.uk or Merseyside 0151 

737 4152 jsimons@lancswt.org.uk.   

 

You can also follow us on Facebook HERE, tweet 

us @Lancswildlife & use #wildlifecounts. 

Gain an AQA in Species Identification and Wildlife 

Surveying! 

 

AQAs are nationally recognised accreditations that 

have been designed for volunteers to gain recogni-

tion for the skills they have developed whilst volun-

teering. There are no exams to sit, it's all based on 

the number of volunteer hours you do and meeting a 

series of different outcomes. They are also free to 

Biodiverse Society Project volunteers! Interested?  

Contact Jules or Sarah to get started. 

 

We need your help finding sightings of a number of 

important species in Lancashire and North Mersey-

side, species to look out for in Autumn include 

Hedgehog and Brown Hare. Details can be found on 

our webpage. 

 

SUMMARY of EVENTS PROGRAMME of 2015 at SEFTON COAST PARTNERSHIP www.seftoncoast.org.uk 
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