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·   Green Bullet
26th July 2016	

North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.  
We are members of VSNW, the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS). 

This bulletin is intended to keep NWEL members and wider networks up to date on events and issues that will be of interest to environmental voluntary and community sector organisations in the North West. Please send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to andyyuille@gmail.com - and feel free to forward all or parts of these bulletins throughout your own networks to help spread the word!

The Green Bullet is also available to download from the VSNW website.

CPRE North West have kindly agreed to continue their support to enable the Green Bullet to be produced throughout 2016 – very many thanks!
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Campaigns

Climate change
[bookmark: _GoBack]Depending on who you believe, tackling climate change will either provide the thread of continuity needed to guide the UK through Brexit, or will become very much harder. Positively, both Andrea Leadsom and Amber Rudd in their old jobs at DECC gave assurances that the UK’s commitment to climate change action had not changed, although that was before the major reshuffle and the disappearance of the climate change department! And DECC-as-was also confirmed that they would adopt the Committee on Climate Change’s 5th carbon budget, which sets a target for the UK’s emissions between 2028 and 2032 to be 57% below 1990 levels, a major step forwards. On the same day as this confirmation, the Committee released its 2016 progress report, saying that although progress was being made, urgent action was needed in the areas of heating, transport and low-carbon generation. They have also released their Risk Assessment 2017 which details the evidence of the most urgent risks facing the UK, and suggests priorities for the next five years. The UK and Germany have been criticized by the UN for undermining the historic Paris agreement with their substantial subsidies for fossil fuels, and National Grid has warned that the UK is on track to miss its legally-binding target to produce of 15% of all energy from renewables by 2020 – even under the most optimistic of four scenarios, it projects that 15% won’t be achieved until 2022 at the earliest. New research shows that even if the Paris agreement is implemented in full, it still implies temperature rises of 2.6 – 3.1C. The Climate Coalition are planning a week of action around the country on October 8th-16th – join an event near you or create your own.

Litter
Do you see litter spoiling the town and countryside where you live? Litter picking groups and other organisations are transforming these places into pleasant places for people and wildlife. The Campaign to Protect Rural England LitterAction website supports the growing number of individuals and community groups tackling litter problems across the UK. LitterAction demonstrates the brilliant contribution volunteers are making all over the country. Register your local action group, find other groups near you using their interactive map, read their blog or use the information pages for help on running a litter group and organising cleanups. There are 851 litter groups registered so far. Relatedly, recent research has shown increased public support for charging for plastic carrier bags. 

Information update

Governmental changes
Well, what a busy month. We have a new Prime Minister and pretty much a new Government with big changes in all the key environment-related ministries. New Secretaries of State and Ministers are in place and you can see their portfolios at the bottom of the web pages for Defra, Transport, Communities & Local Government, Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and Brexit. Brexit is included here as the way that we co-operate with the rest of Europe over international environmental issues should form an important part of the exit negotiations - although the fact that this has barely been mentioned by any of the key players does not bode well and indicates a pressing need to push the issue up the political agenda!

The main good news that climate change is clearly no longer much of a problem as the department dedicated to it has been disbanded. It will be tackled by the new Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy in an as-yet non-specified manner - none of the new BEIS ministers have specific responsibilities yet, although as Secretary of State, Greg Clark is acknowledged as having overall responsibility for tackling climate change, as the fourth of his four overarching responsibilities. The new department “brings together responsibilities for business, industrial strategy, science, innovation, energy, and climate change”, although its name rather suggests that science, innovation and climate change will be playing second fiddle to the interests of business and industry. However, they do have a pretty good ‘Climate change explained’ page lifted from the DECC website.

Andrea Leadsom, the new Environment Secretary, admitted asking “is climate change real?” when she first arrived as a junior minister at DECC. She has generally voted against measures to stop climate change, repeatedly voting against setting a target on reducing carbon emissions, and backing levies on renewable energy providers. She has been strongly committed to de-regulating industry, supported selling off the public forests, has advocated abolishing all farming subsidies, and has recently suggested intensifying farming in lowland areas by shifting nature to the uplands. NGOs will of course have to work with her and so are generally reluctant to be critical at this point, but there does seem to be some disquiet at her appointment. Defra will be in the forefront of developing new UK-specific policy, with around 80% of its (farming and environmental) policy deriving from Europe. 

Defra has announced that its 25 year plans for the environment and for farming have been put on hold until next year at the earliest following the referendum result. However, they have said that they remain committed to developing a plan for nature and are continuing with engagement. Some experts have suggested that EU-based environmental protections are likely to remain substantially in place. Others argue that NGOs and others will need to exert significant pressure on Defra to ensure that environmental protection is not reduced as we leave the EU. There are Governmental and 38 Degrees petitions calling for EU environmental protections to be retained. Concerns over how the UK will collaborate with the rest of Europe on key environmental issues post-Brexit abound, while the UN’s new environment chief has called for continued close co-operation and supra-national decision making.

Energy
· The Government's cancellation of the Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) competition could cost the UK an additional £30bn to meet its 2050 carbon targets, and is also likely to delay deployment of the technology until 2030, according to a report released by the National Audit Office (NAO).
· Friends of the Earth and Frack Free Ryedale have launched a legal challenge against the decision to permit fracking in North Yorkshire, while a 250 hectare open cast coal mine has been given permission in Northumberland
· Following a double U-turn, the Government has confirmed that it will restrict fracking in SSSI except in “wholly exceptional circumstances”. It originally ruled out drilling in SSSIs, then ruled this out as impractical, then re-proposed the restriction in last November’s consultation. In its response to that consultation it confirms the restriction, although fracking under SSSIs where the wellpad is outside the protected area will be possible.
· Greg Clark’s final energy infrastructure decision as CLG Secretary of State was to refuse a four-turbine wind farm in Nottinghamshire, against the advice of his Planning Inspector.
· The High Court has ruled that councillors were misled about the impacts of a proposed solar farm on nearby heritage assets, overturning the planning permission granted.


Planning
· Cheshire East has been given permission to go to the Supreme Court to challenge the Court of Appeal’s ruling against them, which threatens to undermine Green Belt and any other policies protecting land from development.
· The new Planning and Housing Minister, Gavin Barwell, has said that the response to the NPPF consultation – and subsequent changes to the NPPF - will be delayed until the autumn.
· The CLG select committee has published the responses to its inquiry into the local Plans Expert Group’s Recommendations, with the development industry broadly supporting them, while environmental organisations such as CPRE, the RSPB, the National Trust and Friends of the Earth raise serious criticisms, particularly around sustainability appraisal, the test of soundness, and public participation.
· Following last month’s publication of the 2014-based sub-national population projections, the latest household projections to 2039 have been released, which are the starting point for determining Local Plan housing numbers. They project that on average 210,000 households will form each year, far above current housebuilding levels. In the North West, the biggest changes have been significant increases in the projections for Manchester and Liverpool, and significant decreases for Bolton and Tameside.
· The impacts of Brexit on housing demand and household projections remains uncertain, with some experts predicting an increase and others a decrease, for a variety of different reasons, while the construction industry seems likely to be particularly hard-hit.  
· The Secretary of State will continue to recover appeals involving Neighbourhood Plans for another six months, but in more restricted circumstances: only where 25+ homes are proposed (as opposed to 10+ previously), and only where the Plan has been submitted to the Local Authority but not yet been ‘made’ or adopted.
· New research by NLP suggests that since the election, there has been a huge increase in the number of appeals being allowed in cases that feature Neighbourhood Plans
· Liverpool risks losing its World Heritage Site status by rejecting UNESCO’s request for a two-year moratorium within and in the buffer zone around the site.
· The CLG Select Committee has launched an inquiry into the capacity of the construction industry to meet demand for housebuilding, including investigating why fewer homes are being built than are granted permission

Waste
· The Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (EFRA) Select Committee has launched a new inquiry to establish the impacts of the eight million tonnes of post-manufacturer food waste produced in the UK. 
· As a whole, there is an ongoing movement to end poor trading practices by supermarkets across Europe. While France has banned supermarkets from throwing away unsold food (forcing them to seek alternatives such as donating it to food banks or charities), MEPs have voted 600 to 48 to enforce laws that limit the amount of food waste being produced, and the European Parliament’s environmental committee has also called for European food waste to be halved by 2030. 
· Meanwhile WRAP has launched a five-point plan to improve food waste recycling to tackle waste that cannot be prevented.

Transport
· The National Audit Office has warned that the growth and regeneration benefits promised for HS2 are increasingly uncertain, and that a lot of work needs to be done on how HS2 services will complement or compete with other rail services, and how HS2 will interact with proposed improvements in the North, and that the schedule already seems to be slipping by a year. A new report from HS2 Ltd Chair David Higgins proposes changes to the eastern branch.
· Councils across England have been invited to apply for a share of £60m of new funding to support sustainable travel projects involving walking and cycling initiatives in local communities. The DfT’s Sustainable Transport scheme will support projects over 3 years from 2017 to 2020; councils have until 9th September to apply. 

Publications

STOPPED – Why people oppose development
A new report by the Centre for London analyses the reasons why people oppose development and suggests ways to address these.

Zero Carbon – Making It Happen
The Centre for Alternative Technologies have published the initial findings of their ongoing Make It Happen project, a multi-disciplinary investigation into the barriers to acting to tackle climate change engaging economics, psychology, sociology, community, history, politics, law, democracy, arts, culture, business & the media, as well as people working practically on the ground on renewable energy, energy efficiency, transport, food security and provenance, land-based projects, and more.

National Ecosystem Assessment
The Ecosystem Knowledge Network’s summer newsletter considers the position 5 years on from the UK National Ecosystem Assessment, reviewing and critiquing progress made since then towards real on-the-ground outcomes and environmental and social improvements.

Brexit: implications for the voluntary sector
The full political, economic and social (as well as environmental!) consequences of the EU referendum will take some time to fully understand. The National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) has published an initial briefing on the political landscape, funding and finance, social implications, regulatory change and the role of civil society. They are really interested in hearing what people have to say about this so please send any comments and/or evidence you may have to tell@ncvo.org.uk. Locality has produced a similar briefing for the community sector.

Plate for the Planet
Yet more evidence has emerged of young people’s willingness to reduce their meat consumption on environmental grounds. The research from Plate for the Planet showed that nearly half of 16-19 year olds and 40% of 16-24s agree that a meat free diet, or one that involves eating less and better quality meat, is better for the environment. It follows a similar survey from WWF that showed one in five ‘millenials’ plan to eat less meat over the coming year.

Garden cities in the Green Belt?
The first paper from the International Garden Cities Institute, Garden Cities – Why Not?, says that the future of the green belt "is a crucial topic of national scale and importance" which "should be considered strategically at the national level, in ways that fully engage with communities rather than solely in a piecemeal and partial fashion". The report says that, through a national review "of the purpose and current extent of the green belt we could help to create a rational basis for locational decisions about new development including garden cities, garden towns and garden villages."

Events

Post Paris Perspectives
The Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research and Greater Manchester’s Low Carbon Hub invite you to join them for an evening of talks, discussion and networking focused on what the Paris Agreement means for policy-makers, industry, NGOs and civil society on Monday 12th September at Manchester Town Hall, 5.30-8.30pm (registration from 5pm). 

Campaign for National Parks’ 80th Anniversary
Saturday 30th July is the 80th anniversary of the Campaign for National Parks in the UK. Join the celebration with events taking place in National Parks across the country!

National Marine Week
The UK's marine areas are home to amazing creatures from dolphins and basking sharks to brittle stars and fireworks anemones. Organised by The Wildlife Trusts, National Marine Week celebrates these marvellous animals and encourages us to go out and explore our local seashores, with events being organised up and down the North West coast from 23 July to 7 August (so actually rather more than a week!). The North West Wildlife Trusts are also running a new “marine mudness” campaign to raise awareness of the wonders of the Irish Sea, to encourage people to support protected areas of sea and coast and to have fun in some muddy events.

Save the Date – Valuing Nature Annual conference
As part of the Valuing Nature Programme's aim to build interdisciplinary research capability with strong engagement of end users, the Valuing Nature Annual Conference will be held at the Town Hall in Manchester on Tuesday 18th October 2016. A varied programme will bring together researchers, practitioners, business and policy makers in a forum of key note presentations, discussion and activity workshops. Full details will be available soon from the Valuing Nature Programme website.

Resources

Natural Capital Protocol
The Natural Capital Protocol is a framework designed to help generate trusted, credible, and actionable information for business managers to inform decisions. It aims to support better decisions by including how we interact with nature in the decision-making process.  It allows companies to measure, value and integrate natural capital into existing business processes.

Free media and communications support
The Media Trust works with the media industry to empower charities and communities to have a voice and be heard. They have 20 years of success creating communications solutions for charities and communities and work in alliance with the UK’s top media and communications companies. Charities and other voluntary organisations needing help with their media and communications activities can obtain support from the Media Trust in areas such as marketing and PR, branding and social media, filmmaking and photography. To sign up to the service, groups should visit the Media Trust website and upload a ‘request’ for support. 

Sustainability freelancers
Need help with issues around sustainability, the environment or earth sciences? Or is this your area of expertise? SEESjobs is the UK’s first website for sustainability freelancers, where they can advertise their areas of expertise and find part time, freelance and contract work. And where like-minded businesses can find the right talent fast!

Urban meadows – for people and wildlife
Access to nature is beneficial to human health and well-being, yet over 80% of the UK population now live in urban areas and experience nature as 'urban green infrastructure', a mosaic of greenspaces including parks, gardens and semi-natural areas. Replacing some mown grass areas with designed urban meadows has been shown to enhance the value of individual greenspaces for both people and wildlife. Local authorities and other organisations that are responsible for management of public space are in a position to make this change. LWEC Policy and Practice Note no 32 draws on the latest research on the best approaches for local authorities and other public land managers – and those who want to lobby for changes to be introduced!

Small Charities Coalition
The Small Charities Coalition is a national umbrella and capacity-building organisation with over 7,000 members UK-wide. They help trustees, staff and volunteers of small charities access the skills, tools, and information they need through a range of programmes of support, advice, mentoring and matching. 

Neighbourhood Planning and Strategic Environmental Assessment
A key stage in the neighbourhood planning process is determining whether or not a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required. This toolkit sets out how neighbourhood groups can conclude whether an SEA is required for their neighbourhood plan and the next steps it should take having decided this.

(Kids are) Great outdoors in summer
The Canal and Rivers Trust have produced a free booklet with summer activity ideas for children to help them reconnect with nature and avoid “nature deficit disorder”.

Consultations

Moorside nuclear power station
The consultation on the proposed new nuclear power station at Moorside in Cumbria, plus associated infrastructure, ends on July 30th. Radiation Free Lakeland are encouraging people to write in saying that the consultation is flawed.

Funding

Celebrate!
The Big Lottery Fund are offering grants of between £300 and £10,000 for groups to hold one off events or activities which celebrate their local community, the places where they live and what makes them special.



__________________________________________________________________________

TO SUBSCRIBE OR CONTRIBUTE

To subscribe to NWEL’s Bulletin please email andyyuille@gmail.com with the subject line: “Subscribe to NWEL Bulletin”. Please send items for inclusion in the next Bullet to me by 21st August. 

North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.  

VSNW is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS). 

· GREEN BULLET


To contribute to the NWEL Bulletin, please contact:
Andy Yuille
andyyuille@gmail.com
01524 389 915

To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale 
warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk 
0161 276 9307
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