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·   Green Bullet
25th February 2016	

North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.  
We are members of VSNW, the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS). 

This bulletin is intended to keep NWEL members and wider networks up to date on events and issues that will be of interest to environmental voluntary and community sector organisations in the North West. Please send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to andyyuille@gmail.com - and feel free to forward all or parts of these bulletins throughout your own networks to help spread the word!

The Green Bullet is also available to download from the VSNW website.

CPRE North West have kindly agreed to continue their support to enable the Green Bullet to be produced throughout 2016 – very many thanks!
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Campaigns

Europe
The referendum is coming, views will get polarized – but the environmental sector seems broadly united on this front, on the basis that being a member of the EU is better for the environment, giving us cleaner air, cleaner water and beaches, more recycling, and better wildlife protection – as well as better planning! (Although CPRE are remaining neutral, noting that their members have a range of views on the subject and not wishing to misrepresent those members). A group of senior environmental figures wrote to the Secretary of State for the Environment this week, concluding that “We will be better able to protect the quality of Britain’s environment if we stay in Europe”, with the issues raised covered in more detail in The Independent. Green Alliance highlight seven things you should know about the EU and the environment. A new group, Environmentalists for Europe has been set up to try to ensure that the importance of the UK’s contribution to European environmental policy, as well as the contribution EU environmental policy has made to the achievement of the UK’s national goals and objectives, will be fully recognized in the coming campaign. Friends of the Earth have come out for staying in. The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management warn of “profound and serious implications” for conservation, and have published a table of relevant EU directives and another of useful links to relevant information. FOE, WWF UK, RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts commissioned a report examining the role of the EU in influencing the UK’s environment and potential outcomes if we were to leave for the “Review of Competences” – a couple of years old now but still relevant. Whatever else your views on Europe may be, it seems clear that staying in is the greener, cleaner choice. 

Woodland Charter
The Woodland Trust are leading a call to create a Charter for Trees, Woods and People, supported by several NWEL members including CPRE. They are seeking Charter Champions in communities who will act locally to ensure that everyone in the UK has a chance to play their part in defining the future of woods and trees in the UK. You’ll get training, support and opportunities to apply for funding for local events, activities and projects that bring your community together around a celebration of local woods and trees. They are also asking for individuals to share stories and memories that show how trees have shaped our society, landscape and lives.

Air Quality
After London broke its annual air pollution limits in just seven days, Friends of the Earth are campaigning on the issue and are asking people to complete a short survey.

Bees
Following the partial ban on neonicotinoids in 2013, the evidence continues to mount about the damage they do, not just to honey bees but throughout the food chain. This new briefing shows that these insecticides are poisoning our countryside, getting into soils, wildflowers, hedgerows, streams and trees near to treated crops. All aquatic, soil living, leaf eating, sap sucking and nectar feeding insects are at risk and so therefore are all our farmland birds and other animals that rely on these for food. And we’re still using them! 

HS2
The Woodland Trust have said that HS2 Ltd’s plans feature multiple errors, flawed calculations, and methods that go against Government guidance in its “vain attempts to justify loss and damage to 63 ancient woods along the first phase of the route” when they appeared before the HS2 Select Committee this month. They said that the company is misleading the Government, the Select Committee and the public, and risks setting “dangerous precedents”.


Climate change
See the highlights from the Show the Love campaign and see if you could save money and cut your emissions with the Climate Coalition’s Big Deal.

Gagged again
Remember the Gagging Act? The Government has now gone one better, banning charities who receive Government money from using it to “lobby” for change. So, if evidence arises from the provision of a service that suggests how public policy could help with the problem – you can’t tell the Government. They don’t want to know. Even better yet, it’s not only charities who will have to keep quiet about what they find in the course of their work if it doesn’t suit the incumbent Government: publicly funded scientists and researchers will have to keep quiet about inconvenient truths as well.

Information update

Energy
Government Ministers want to add fracking to the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Regime, thereby taking decisions out of the hands of local authorities (at the same time as they are taking wind power out of it). In the meantime, they have also ordered those same local authorities to share information with Defra when they are considering fracking applications. In the meantime, Cuadrilla’s appeals against refusal for its Lancashire applications opened this month, billed as “one of the most awaited and most significant planning public inquiries in recent times” . They have had a refusal overturned to re-use a monitoring station, but the inquiry on the main appeals for Roseacre and Preston New Road will continue into March. Renewables rejections continue*, with solar farms in Somerset, Essex, West Sussex and Cornwall turned down by Greg Clark, along with a small wind farm in Somerset. North Lincs council has published a supplementary planning document focusing solar development on brownfield and industrial land and new and existing rooftops, while two Devonshire councils are consulting on a proposal to declare the whole of their area as potentially suitable for wind turbines in response to the new criteria for onshore wind.

*Clarification: I stated in the last Bullet that the Government’s wall-to-wall refusals of renewables applications were based on their claim that we don’t need them because we are on target to hit our legally-binding 2020 renewables target already, and contrasted this with a leaked letter from Amber Rudd revealing that in fact we have no chance of hitting those targets without some radical changes in policy. However, I missed out a crucial step in the argument: Government policy is based, in part, on this claim, and the refusals are based on Government policy. The decisions themselves make it clear that the individual applications’ contributions towards relevant carbon reduction and renewable energy targets are weighed in the balance, and it is current Government policy to give greater weight to other issues. 

Planning
Gardens in villages and the countryside may be classified as brownfield land, potentially unleashing a rash of ‘garden-grabbing’ outside of towns and cities, following a high court ruling. Only gardens “in built-up areas” are excluded from the brownfield classification in the NPPF, so gardens outside such areas will, at least for now, be considered as brownfield and therefore more favourable for development – although exactly what a “built-up area” constitutes is open to interpretation! The Cities and Local Devolution Act has been given royal assent, while the CLG select committee has found “a very significant lack of public consultation and engagement at all stages of the devolution process” so far and “a failure to set out clear, measurable objectives for devolution, rushed timetables for negotiation, and a lack of openness about deals.” A leading property consultancy suggests that current Government policy is more likely to slow housing growth than accelerate it, and that they will also hurt people on lower incomes, while the House of Lords National Policy for the Built Environment Committee says that current government policy is unlikely to meet demand for either the quantity or quality of houses we need. CPRE has provided a round-up of recent planning reforms and their views on the proposed changes to the NPPF, in particular the impact on the social mix in rural villages. The Planning Minister says that the resulting changes to the NPPF should come into effect in the summer. The Lords have been critical of the Housing and Planning Bill, accusing it of undermining localism and democratic legitimacy and proposed a series of amendments. See the consultation section for a link to a consultation setting out (and seeking views on) how some of these measures are intended to be taken forwards.

Publications

Value of Greenspaces to Society  
A social value study commissioned by the Land Trust has found that every pound invested in parks and nature reserves contributes £30 towards health and well-being benefits and £23 towards crime reduction and community safety.  Consultants Carney Green surveyed visitors to 12 Land Trust sites in England, with detailed analysis of five. According to the study, for every £1 spent by the Land Trust on its sites, people using them value the benefits as two and a half times higher – making the social amenity value £2.56. 

NIMBY-mania?
Planning consultants Development Intelligence have released a report claiming that NIMBYism is at an all-time high, with 90% of people saying that their neighbourhood was either over-developed or ‘fine the way it is’ and therefore resistant to new development. Publications mentioned in previous Bullets highlighting the public’s bad experiences with poor quality development, feeling that they lack a voice and that the system is stacked against them, and distrust of national and local Government and the development industry based on previous experience, may go some way to explaining this and suggest how it might be tackled – such as the BIMBY toolkit, praised this week by Planning Minister Brandon Lewis, or the recommendations from Demos about better community involvement. It’s not rocket science!

Farmland ecosystem accounting
The Office for National Statistics have published the first experimental farmland physical ecosystem accounts. These accounts form part of a suite of ecosystem accounts being compiled for different habitats within the UK as part of a strategy to incorporate natural capital into the UK Environmental Accounts by 2020. It shows that between 1998 and 2014 the types of land use within the broad habitat of “farmland” have changed significantly, and the condition of farmland is falling in quality, in terms of soil carbon concentration and species richness.

Payments for Ecosystem Services
Reports on the third round of Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) pilot projects have been published, including the Irwell catchment and Smithills Estate in the North West. Defra have published a table summarizing the key points from the first two rounds of projects, and the review of key findings from the first two rounds is also available.

Events

Northern Upland Chain Local Nature Partnership Annual Forum
Annual event of the pioneering spine of the North LNP. Friday 11th March 2016, 2-4.30pm, Morritt Arms, Greta Bridge, County Durham. Learn about and discuss their work on High Nature Value Farming; developing a results-based agri-environment scheme pilot; progress on work on a natural capital investment prospectus; and natural flood management.

Fairtrade Fortnight
Monday 29 February - Sunday 13 March 2016: Sit down for breakfast, stand up for farmers! This year Fairtrade Fortnight will focus on issues of food security in 2016. The Fairtrade Foundation estimate that about 795 million people are undernourished globally and consider it a scandal that the people who grow the food we take for granted can’t always feed their own families. They want to support farmers and workers to put food on the table for their families by harnessing the power of a big Fairtrade breakfast. Find events in your area or get support to put one on yourself!

Ecosystem Services and Environmental Assessment
London, 24th May 2016 / Manchester, 29th June 2016. The Ecosystems Knowledge Network are organising two training courses (although they are not cheap!) on how to incorporate ecosystem services into environmental assessment, including Environmental Impact Assessment, Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal.  Participants will learn why ecosystem services can be useful, how they can be used and the challenges and opportunities they present. 

Energy Saving Fairs - South Lakeland
Cumbria Action for Sustainability are organizing a series of energy saving fairs around the South Lakeland area: in Arnside on Saturday 12th March, Kendal town hall on Saturday 19th March, Sedbergh on Wednesday 30th March, Windermere on Saturday 16th April, Burneside on 5th April, and they’ll also be at the pop up shop on Finkle Street in Kendal from Monday 14th – Friday 18th March. 

Local Authority Bus Services – An Endangered Species?
8 March 2016 11:00 - 15:00, St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ. This Future North West workshop is a must-attend event for representatives of groups interested in ensuring the continued operation or replacement of their publicly funded local bus service. Advance booking is essential so to book your place, please complete the booking form and return it by 1st March to Jess Waugh, Voluntary Sector North West, St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ, or email the information to jess.waugh@vsnw.org.uk. 

Resources

Do ecosystem services arguments really help?
Do ecosystem services really win arguments for biodiversity conservation? A new report from BESAFE (Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services: Arguments for our Future Environment) investigates how we can use the value of nature to argue more effectively for conserving biodiversity - but only if we effectively deploy moral and intrinsic value arguments as well. 

Community Consultation
This guide from Locality is intended for neighbourhood planning, but could be adapted to other situations where you need to go out and consult your community.

FareShare FoodCloud
A free scheme, called FareShare FoodCloud, is being piloted in UK cities (including Manchester) after a successful pilot in a London Tesco Extra, with charities collecting surplus, unsold food such as bakery products and fruit and veg at the end of day to distribute to people in need. FareShare would like to hear from Manchester charities and community projects that use food to support people and might be interested in taking part. Not everyone will be able to take part immediately but if you register your interest they will keep you updated as the project progresses.

Investing in nature
The World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) has launched an online platform to increase awareness of business opportunities for investing in ecosystems (or natural infrastructure). The aim of the platform is to strengthen the business case for investing in natural infrastructure, and that by 2020 companies will be assessing natural infrastructure options when investing in new sites or projects. The Northern Upland Chain have published a natural capital plan for investing in peatland.

Co-wheels Car Club
Social enterprise Co-wheels car club now have new hybrid pay as you drive (PAYD) cars available in Cumbria, at Oxenholme, Penrith, Carlisle and Windermere train stations. The car club model is based on reducing car ownership and creating a cleaner environment by making lower impact transport options available to everyone - and it also works out as a much cheaper form of car use.   

Consultations

Rural planning review
The Government is consulting on how the planning system is working in rural areas and how it could be improved. The focus, of course, is on increasing productivity and building more houses, so the outcome is likely to be a weakening of regulations – but Greg Clark does say that it’s also about “ensuring local people have more control over planning and the Green Belt continues to be protected” – so respond on this basis and keep him honest! Deadline: 21st April

Implementation of planning reforms (Housing & Planning Bill)
The Government are consulting on how their most recent round of planning reforms will be implemented in practice, including on granting planning permission in principle (extended to major developments), establishing and using brownfield and small sites registers, changes to neighbourhood planning, intervening in local plan production, and privatizing planning application processing. Most of these measures derive from the Housing and Planning Bill. Deadline: 15th April. 



Flooding
The Government has issues a call for evidence on the need to carry out a new assessment of the damage that extreme rainfall could cause across England. They are seeking references to already-published evidence / research rather than views at this point. Deadline: 4rd March. There will be further opportunities to contribute to the wider flood resilience review. The EFRA select committee has also launched an inquiry into future flood prevention, including focuses on planning, prediction, protecting communities and managing water flows, with a much more reasonable deadline for submissions of 15th March.

Funding

Free online fundraising training
The NCVO has a mountain of useful advice on charity funding, development, campaigns and much more at knowhownonprofit.org. Highlighted here: a free online training course giving step-by-step advice on writing a winning funding bid in a difficult financial climate. 

___________________________________________________________________________

TO SUBSCRIBE OR CONTRIBUTE

To subscribe to NWEL’s Bulletin please email andyyuille@gmail.com with the subject line: “Subscribe to NWEL Bulletin”. Please send items for inclusion in the next Bullet to me by 21st March. 

North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.  

VSNW is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS). 
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To contribute to the NWEL Bulletin, please contact:
Andy Yuille
andyyuille@gmail.com
01524 389 915

To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale 
warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk 
0161 276 9307
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
2
RE

Campaign to Protect
Rural England

North West




