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Safeguarding our Heritage 
 
MCS Chair Peter Brown is pressing Liverpool 
City Council to pay full attention to the city’s 
economic and industrial heritage. Some of the 
city's inheritance of fine buildings are 
protected as they fall within the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site or are Listed Buildings.   
 
He says that the Society has sometimes been 
disappointed by the absence of an effective 
statement of the city’s policies to be taken into 
account when planning decisions are made 
over wider areas. There should be a set of 
criteria to be met when buildings are to be 
altered or demolished. One such site is the 
Edge Hill station area which deserves to be 
celebrated as the area from which the world's 
first full-scale railway was developed.   
 
It is remarkable how little this world-changing 
chapter of history is commemorated in the city 
where it happened.  Perhaps there could be a 
Liverpool & Manchester Railway Museum at 
Edge Hill?  Or maybe such a museum could be 
housed in the sugar silo in the central docks, 
in the centre of the development area being 
developed by Peel Holdings? 
 
The appeal for more recognition of the city’s 
industrial history is not just for history buffs.  
“It's about jobs”, said Dr Brown.  “Tourism is 
the best hope for bringing more jobs to the 
City”.   
 
 

 

Forthcoming Events 
A Liverpool Architecture Biennial 
Together with local partners we open a 
campaign to start an Architecture Biennial in 
Liverpool similar to the Art Biennials which 
Liverpool has held since 1999.  The Biennial 
will exhibit the best of contemporary 
architectural work from around the world in 
the form of pictures, drawings, plans, maps, 
models, film and multimedia displays. 
 
We hope the meeting will set up a group of 
supporters who will take the project forward.  
 
The meeting will be held on Wednesday 8 
June in LJMU, The Redmond Building, 
Brownlow Hill (corner of Clarence Street) 
starting at 18-00hrs for 18-15hrs.  All are 
welcome. 
Brian Hatton, Andrew Crompton & Trevor Skempton 

 

Civic Day – State of the City IV 
On Saturday 18 June 2016 the MCS is to hold 
its fourth State of the City event at Bluecoat 
Chambers in conjunction with and as part of 
the National Civic Day events. The topic of this 
year’s event is: “Tell us about the State of the 
Region” 
 

Where & What is it? Do you Live and or work 
in Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, St. Helens, 
Wirral or Halton? If so you are part of the 
Liverpool City Region. 
How does it affect us? This ‘Civic Day State of 
the City’ is looking at what it means to live in 
such an area. 
What are we all doing? This is an opportunity 
to celebrate what people who live and work 
are doing throughout the area. 
Jean Grant & Eileen Willshaw 
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The Future of the City Region 

Voters in the Liverpool City Region will be 
electing a Mayor for the first time in May 
2017.  The Centre for Cities has organised a 
policy discussion to bring voters and key local 
stakeholders together to discuss: “The first 
100 days: what should be at the top of 
the mayor’s in-tray?” on 21 June to discuss 
the priority actions for the Liverpool City 
Region Mayor. 
 
The meeting will be held at The Everyman 
Theatre on Hope Street in Liverpool at 17-
30hrs.  Those participating will include Janet 
Beer, Vice-Chancellor, University of Liverpool.  
Book your place via Eventbrite at: 
http://www.centreforcities.org/event/first-100-
days-top-liverpool-city-region-mayors-tray/ 

 
Power and devolution 
 
The Independent recently had a story about 
the visitor to Manchester who asked where he 
could catch a tram to the Northern 
Powerhouse. It is true that the new regional 
concept has up to now little physical reality. 
Time will tell.  
 
Who will make the Northern Powerhouse a 
reality?  This partly depends upon the 
Government and its London-based civil 
servants agreeing to give up some of their 
powers.  This will not be an easy process: 
Britain has one of the most centralised 
governmental apparatuses in Europe and 
there are many in London who will fight to 
keep it so. 
 
It also partly depends upon what politicians, 
business people and academics in the North 
do to make devolution a reality. Two of the 

main instruments for this are the Combined 
Authorities of the Manchester and Liverpool 
City Regions (Manchester’s being ahead of 
Liverpool’s in acquiring additional powers from 
London).  
 
The Liverpool City Region Authority is 
considering whether it wants its remit 
expanded and is so in what way.  Extra 
functions (such as police, housing, fire & 
rescue, social services) and additional 
adjoining territory could be considered 
(though certainly not unanimously supported). 
 
Drawing on members’ views and the first 100 
days discussion on 21 June, Merseyside Civic 
Society will discuss what it thinks the priorities 
for action in the City Region should be and 
prepare to put its conclusions forward to the 
authorities. 
Andrew Pearce 

 

People Power: catalyst for change 
 
MCS members of the Institute of Historic 
Building Conservation (IHBC) will be aware 
that the Annual school 2016 is to be held in 
Worcester on 23rd – 25th June 2016 (Day 
School 24th June 2016). The theme this year is 
to focus on ‘people power’ because people are 
the catalyst for care and change in our historic 
places.   
 
The conference is to explore and reflect the 
diversity of those directly with their local 
heritage. Highlights include keynote speaker 
Loyd Grosman, 2015 Heritage Angels Award 
Winner, and speakers on how being a catalyst 
has generated vital change in the historic 
environment. Booking details at: 
www.worcester2016.ihbc.org.uk 
Glynn Marsden 

http://www.centreforcities.org/event/first-100-days-top-liverpool-city-region-mayors-tray/
http://www.centreforcities.org/event/first-100-days-top-liverpool-city-region-mayors-tray/
http://www.worcester2016.ihbc.org.uk/
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Is Merseyside Football a Heritage 
Blind spot? 
 
North Liverpool is home to two of the top-
twenty richest football clubs in the World. One 
was a founder-member of the Football League 
and has played more top-flight games than 
any other club, and the other has won more 
trophies than any other club. Liverpool was 
formed in 1892, when Everton left Anfield to 
build a new stadium on the other side of 
Stanley Park. Their relationship is unique in 
World football. Their historic grounds attract 
thousands of international visitors. 
 
For some years, both clubs have looked at the 
potential of building new stadia. Sharing has 
been looked at but rejected, even though it is 
recognised that even Wembley would be a 
money-spinner, if it could embrace two 
‘franchises’ as strong as Everton and 
Liverpool. But these are still ‘clubs’ not 
‘franchises’. Several years ago, rival 
supporters groups combined to put forward 
the idea of a ‘Football Quarter’, in which the 
clubs would expand their separate stadia, but 
cooperate in developing a shared transport 
and tourist infrastructure. Stanley Park would 
house an intensive ‘fan zone’ – still a park, but 
one that could cater for 70 major events in a 
year and become a 365-days a year tourist 
magnet. 
 
Liverpool are in the process of expanding their 
main stand, but Everton are yet to declare 
their hand. Everton’s ground, Goodison Park, 
was the World’s first major purpose-designed 
football stadium, and two of Archibald Leitch’s 
original stands are still in place. The ground 
sits in the middle of a dense network of 
streets and a landmark church sits between 
the stands in one corner. In 1966, it was 

arguably the finest club ground in the World, 
when it hosted the World Cup Semi-Final. The 
case for listing the Gwladys Street and Bullens 
Road Stands and declaring a surrounding 
Conservation Area seems compelling, and if 
this could be agreed, as part of a 
conservation-based ground expansion and 
development, it would be to the benefit of the 
club, the local community and the city as a 
whole. 
 
So what could the Football Quarter mean for 
Stanley Park? Liverpool’s historic parks were 
built for an inner-city population that has been 
reduced by 40% in recent decades and the 
symbiotic links with adjoining dense urban 
areas have been fractured. There is a need for 
them to change to meet changing needs, and 
to attract funding for their management and 
maintenance. The Football Quarter would 
provide a revenue stream that would not only 
support Stanley Park but could benefit other 
parks across the city by the sponsoring of 
football pitches. 
 
Organised sport, along with brass bands, 
libraries and model villages, arose as part of 
the genesis of modern management. In 
Saltaire, Yorkshire, the Victorian Mill and 
surrounding terraced streets are now a World 
Heritage Site. But is that different to the 
towering stands of Goodison Park rising out of 
the streets build by the Welsh builders of 
Victorian Liverpool? And is it time to raise our 
sights? 
Trevor Skempton 
 

* As we go to press we hear that the plan for 
a new stadium at Walton Park has been 
scrapped and sites at Stonebridge Cross and 
in the north Docks are under consideration. 
Ed. 
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Lawrence Road Methodist Church 
 
The Victorian Society became aware of plans 
to demolish the Lawrence Road Methodist 
Church and submitted a last minute objection.  
This secured a deferment until research into 
the significance of the building has bee carried 
out. The architect was Thomas H.W. Walker. 
The building is red brick in Italianate style with 
a short domed tower. The plan was to replace 
the chapel with student accommodation. Well 
done the Vic Soc! MCS hopes for a successful 
final outcome. Liverpool's wealth of 
noteworthy Victorian buildings is an asset to 
be preserved. 
Jonathan Brown 

 
 

Notes from MCS Council May meeting 
 
#     The Liverpool Road station in 

Manchester of the Liverpool & Manchester 
Railway is being severed from the rail system 
by construction of a new line linking Piccadilly 
and Victoria stations. Our Mancunian friends 
are making much of their city's links with this 
pioneering line.   
 
We need to remind them that Liverpool's Edge 
Hill station is the world's oldest railway station 
still in use and moreover that most of the 
money for the line was put up by Liverpool 
bankers! We have more to celebrate than the 
folk up the road! 
 
#     MCS has again protested that paper train 
tickets are not on sale at Liverpool John 
Lennon Airport. Members asked why other 
European airports can do this if ours can't.  
Moreover the existing ticket offices at the 
Airport and at South Parkway station could sell 
bus tickets for the journey to the city centre, 

thereby reducing delays and inconvenience to 
international passengers who may only have 
ten pound notes and a pocket full of change in 
euros. 
 
#     Members were shocked (and unbelieving) 
to be told that the City Council has circulated a 
“pre-application” that a developer wants to 
demolish the former Methodist Central Hall in 
Renshaw Street, which now house among 
other things the Barcelona Bar.  This splendid 
art deco building is listed and so cannot just 
be knocked down. Members had no 
information about the reasons for the 
proposal.  The City Council was criticised for 
admitting any idea that the idea could go 
ahead. 
 
#     We were pleased to hear that Mike 
Chitty, leading member of the Wavertree and 
Gateacre societies, has received a Personal 
Distinction award from the British Association 
for Local History.  Mike is well-known locally 
for his historical research and publications on 
Wavertree, not least its Garden Suburb, which 
help the local societies when making  
comments on planning applications. 
 

Green spaces 
 
It is strange to note that at a time when funds 
to keep the 2,500 acres of Liverpool's 
wonderful heritage of parks and open spaces 
are under threat from “the cuts”, the Mersey 
Forest continues to be promoted by the 
authorities. Its publicity mentions, among a 
long list of amenities, Croxteth Country Park, 
Calderstones, Kirkdale Country Garden, Clock 
Face Country Park, Sefton Coast Woodlands 
and many others in the City Region.  A driver 
for the Mersey Forest and many health 
promotion campaigns is the benefit to health 
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(and happiness) of walking and cycling.  It 
seems a pity that government cuts may lead 
to cutting back on facilities for these activities. 
 

Victory (so far) to save  
Lime Street historical buildings 
In early May, campaigners fighting to save the 
Futurist in Lime Street (now draped in 
scaffolding) won a major battle today when 
the Court of Appeal granted them permission 
to legally challenge its demolition.  
 
 A judge in the highest court in the land gave 
the green light to the application by SAVE 
Britain’s Heritage to halt the bulldozing of 
more than 10 historic buildings on Lime Street. 
 
Lord Justice Lindblom QC, said the case - 
which will be heard as a matter of urgency - 
has a “real prospect of success”.  A 
spokesperson for the SAVE campaign 
commented: “This is a classical battle over 
townscape, the kind of battle that has been 
won again and again in English cities over 40 
years and must not be lost now.” 
 

Alder Hey short-listed 
As we go to press, Alder Hey Hospital is short-
listed for a Civic Voice Design Award in the 
New Buildings category.  The results of the 
awards competition will be announced on 24 
May in Parliament’s Portcullis House. 
 

Lottery funds for heritage 

Have you got a Liverpool based heritage 
project or idea that you are seeking funding 
for? LCVS and the Heritage Lottery Fund are 
considering putting on an event to raise 
awareness of the heritage funding available in 
Liverpool and the priority funding locations in 
the city.  

If you would like to attend such an event in 
the next quarter, using the subject heading 
'Heritage', please e-mail your name, 
organisation and contact details to:  

info@lcvs.org.uk  

Andrew Gibson House saved 

Seafarers’ union Nautilus' application to 
demolish Andrew Gibson House has been 
turned down. This imposing brick and stone 
building was built in 1906 to provide a 
sanctuary for the widows of elderly sailors and 
men lost at sea, and was the gift of a wealthy 
Liverpool cotton merchant.   

Standing in its own landscaped grounds with 
unrivalled waterfront views, the building is one 
of the grandest buildings in Wallasey, an area 
not over-endowed with fine architecture.   

The grand Edwardian home for sailors' 
widows, stands on the River Mersey opposite 
Liverpool’s famous waterfront World Heritage 
Site.  We understand that the building is to be 
turned into flats. 
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