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newsletter.   Please send them in. 

Stories from 250 words with accompanying photographs will take us all on your journey. 

Please E-Mail your work to: newsletter@activenaturalist.org.uk 
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Naturalists are always welcome at MBB 

and can make use of the available library, 

equipment and facilities 

Julia Simons took this stunning image of this dragonfly, a female Broad Bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa) in Court Hey Park 

and posted on the MBAN Facebook page on 18th May 2016 
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We actually had April showers in the first week, something rarely experienced 

since 2008. There followed the inevitable fourteen-day April drought, with 

temperatures well below average. Unsettled conditions then returned for the 

last few days; some places even had snow. Although the dune water-table 

slowly fell, adequate rain during winter ensured that dune wetlands had 

enough water for our hard-pressed Natterjack Toads. Males started to re-

turn to the breeding pools early in the month, their insistent vibrant calls soon 

attracting females from hundreds of metres away.  

 

With other volunteers, I counted spawn strings at several different sites, my 

total for the southern Green Beach reaching 53 by 16th.   

 

A night-time safari to Ainsdale Sandhills with Patricia Lockwood on 13th target-

ed Natterjack scrapes dug by the Sefton Landscape Partnership Scheme. 

Although conditions were not ideal, our luck was in and we encountered sever-

al males calling, together with three pairs. I even managed to photograph one 

male with his balloon-like vocal sac fully inflated. A recent national report 

confirms we have the largest Natterjack population in the country. Fingers 

crossed for successful breeding this year after a sequence of poor seasons 

due to drought. 

April is the month for blossoming trees and shrubs, including the willows with 

their well known catkins. Readers of these notes will be aware of my interest 

in this group, especially the rare hybrids, with which the Sefton Coast is 

uniquely endowed. This interest seems to be spreading, as I was asked to guide 

a group of four naturalists who wanted to see a selection of willows. Accord-

ingly, I took them to Queen’s Jubilee Nature Trail, the nearby Oxford Road 

dunes and Hightown, where we were able to catch up with our four rarest 

hybrids.  

 

My favourite is Don’s Willow, a cross between Purple and Creeping Willow 

with superb red-tinged male catkins. Currently, only about 37 bushes of this 

hybrid are known in Britain and 34 of them are on the Sefton dunes. 

 

Other April flowers include the tiny dune annuals that appear in abundance 

at this time of year. The Rue-leaved Saxifrage did especially well, while the 

rare coastal form of Groundsel was again a feature of the southern end of 

Birkdale Green Beach. I also called at Ashdale Close, Formby, where a relict 

patch of woodland supports a dense colony of Moschatel, sometimes known 

as Townhall Clock because of the strange arrangement of the flowers. This 

seems to be its only locality for miles around.  

 

Our duneland is renowned for its diversity of bees and wasps, the excellent 

new field guide to the bees of Great Britain and Ireland giving an incentive to 

study these fascinating and useful pollinators.  

 

Our most familiar solitary bee is the Vernal Mining Bee (or Early Colletes), 

which looks like a dark furry honey bee tunnelling into south-facing dune 

slopes. Its numbers this year have been greater than I ever remember. For 

example, I estimated about 1000 burrows on the sand-ridges near Hightown 

Sailing Club that were created for conservation purposes during the 2011 

coast protection scheme.  
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With the help of Lancashire Wildlife Trust specialist, Ben Hargreaves, I identi-

fied three more solitary bees in the dunes – the Sandpit Mining Bee, Choco-

late Mining Bee and Tawny Mining Bee. 

 

Birds often make the headlines in April as returning migrants sometimes in-

clude rarities. This year there were several Ring Ouzels in the dunes, Ospreys 

seen flying north and a Great Grey Shrike at Marshside, while Smew and 

Black-necked Grebe graced Lunt Meadows.  

 

Needless to say, I managed to miss them all. Nevertheless, visits to Marshside 

on 10th and 11th were rewarded with Water Pipit, a Raven, a pair of Scaup, one 

Little Gull, four Mediterranean Gulls, five Eiders, two Greenland White-

fronts, 17 White Wagtails and two enormous flocks of Pink-footed Geese, 

totalling about 7500 birds. Presumably, these were waiting for favourable 

winds before heading back to Iceland to breed. Often, the more mundane is just 

as enjoyable as the unusual.  

Listening to the glorious descending trill of the Willow Warbler or watching 

a continuous stream of Swallows heading north in the April sunshine takes 

some beating. I was also pleased to find about 50 Black-headed Gulls nest-

ing on one of the big slacks in Ainsdale National Nature Reserve. This colony 

was reported for the first time in 2014. 

Following a national decline of around 90% since 1970, the Redpoll has 

become really scarce in our area. However, the good news from the British 

Trust for Ornithology is that numbers are picking up again. I saw or heard 

several during April and Patricia Lockwood’s garden feeders attracted a 

superbly colourful breeding-plumage male which I managed to photograph 

through her kitchen window.  

 

Phil Smith also spotted a previously unrecorded by him Tortoise beetle 

Cassida rubiginosa  although the NBN gateway shows this beetle as pretty 

widespread.  
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Male Ring Ouzel (Turdus torquatus), Steve Garvie, Wikicommons 

Tawny mining bee (Andrena fulva), Sarah, Wikicommons 
Redpoll 



Greener Greenways is a Biodiversity conservation project that focuses on 38 traffic-free walking and cycling routes owned or managed by Sustrans, across 

Wales, North West of England, Yorkshire and the Humber, the Midlands and Scotland. “ 

In order to improve levels of knowledge about the nature along its greenways, Sustrans will identify what flora and fauna inhabit our greenways through an 

expert survey, volunteer surveys, data searches and consultation with conservation organisations. Using the data from England and Wales, we will study the cur-

rent and potential role of the route in reducing habitat fragmentation in collaboration with York University.” Sustrans.  

This information will inform the development of habitat management plans and enable Sustrans to protect and enhance habitats and species populations, and 

increase biodiversity along the route and habitat connectivity. The Greener Greenways routes total 280km in length and link with over 5,000km of additional 

greenways in those regions. The initial pilot in England and Wales will run for three and a half years, between May 2013 and Nov 2016.  Attending the afternoon 

session as a visitor, I joined the Botany Walk group led by Peter Gateley, Liverpool Botanical Society. Peter introduced a group of Sustrans volunteers to the 

spring wildflowers within the National Wildflower Centre’s garden founded by the environmental charity Landlife to raise awareness about the importance of 

wildflowers to our environment, promote creative conservation and reintroduce wildflowers to Britain. Damian Young, one of the NWC staff also gave a similar 

introduction to another group of volunteers in a different area of the gardens. Keeping to the pathway, Peter used his knowledge to describe the characteristics 

of family groups and diagnose the specific features of individual species within reach by flower, leaf and even smell. In the space of one hour we had seen 10 large 

and 7 smaller families and 36 species: 

GREENER GREENWAYS at the NATIONAL WILDFLOWER CENTRE, SJ4190 - Hugh Harris 
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CABBAGE (CRUCIFER) Brassicaceae  Brassica napus   Rape 

 Position in BSBI List, 2012: 5   Cardamine flexuosa  Wavy Bitter-cress 

     Arabidopsis thaliana  Thale Cress 

     Alliaria petiolata  Garlic Mustard  

BUTTERCUP Ranunculaceae   Aquilegia vulgaris  Columbine 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 11 

LILY Liliaceae    Hyacinthoides non scripta  Bluebell 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 46   H. x massartiana  Hybrid Bluebell 

CAMPION Caryophyllaceae   Agrostemma githago  Corncockle 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 7   Silene dioica  Red Campion 

     Silene flos-cuculi  Ragged-robin 

     Stellaria holostea  Greater Stitchwort 

CARROT (UMBELLIFER) Apiaceae   Daucus carota ssp. carota Wild Carrot 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 9   Anthriscus sylvestris  Cow Parsley 

PEA Fabaceae 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 4   Vicia cracca  Common Vetch 

     Anthyllis vulneraria  Kidney Vetch 

     Lotus corniculatus  Birds-foot Trefoil 

ROSE Rosaceae    Filipendula ulmeria  Meadowsweet 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 3   Filipendula vulgaris  Dropwort 

DEAD NETTLE Lamiaceae   Ajuga reptans  Bugle 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 8   Origanum vulgare  Wild Marjoram 

     Glechoma hederaceae  Ground Ivy 

     Rosmarinus officinalis  Rosemary 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/national-cycle-network/biodiversity-network
http://www.york.ac.uk/environment


 ‘The BSBI List, 2012’ is a list of the top families and their number of species (Spp) 

Peter Gateley with his extensive knowledge and own brand of humour took our budding botanists from Sustrans a step forward by covering a range of flower 

types and sadly time did not allow us to study more than a few in detail.  

 

(Sources: Retrieved from http://www.sustrans.org.uk/.../sustrans-greener-greenways . 2009 Inspire, National wildflower Centre.  

 

Rose, F. (2006). The Wildflower Key. London: Warne. Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI)).  

GREENER GREENWAYS at the NATIONAL WILDFLOWER CENTRE, SJ4190 - Hugh Harris 
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FIGWORT Scrophulariaceae   Veronica persica  Field Speedwell 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 28   Rhianthus minor  Yellow Rattle 

  

BEDSTRAW Rubiaceae    Galium mollugo  Hedge Bedstraw 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 35   Galium aparine  Cleavers 

PLANTAIN Plantaginaceae   Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 55 

GERANIUM Geraniaceae   Geranium robertianum  Herb Robert 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 21   Geranium disectum  Cut-leaved Crane’s bill 

  

PRIMROSE Primulaceae   Primula vulgaris  Primrose 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 32   Primula veris  Cowslip 

     P. x polyantha  False Oxlip 

  

MALLOW Malvaceae    Malva moschata  Musk Mallow 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 29 

  

HEMP Cannabaceae    Humulus lupulus  Hop 

Position in BSBI List. 2012: 115 

  

VALERIAN Valerianaceae   Valerianella locusta  Common Cornsalad 

Position in BSBI List, 2012:54 

  

DAISY Asteraceae    Tanacetum vulgare  Tansy 

Position in BSBI List, 2012: 1   Centaurea nigra  Knapweed 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/.../sustrans-greener-greenways


Biodiverse Society Site Visit – 19th May 2016 

Carr Lane Lake is a modestly sized Local Wildlife Site near 

Prescot, Knowsley of 1.02 hectares. It is a wetland with a large 

area of open water which is unusual in Knowsley and it is fished.  

 

The site was cited as an LWS in 1995 for a diversity of 11 habi-

tats, 2 regionally important species of plants and 5 locally 

rare species.  On the 19th May 2016, The Biodiverse Society 

project recorded and mapped the site.   

 

Project Officer Julia Simons, Trainee, Catrin Watkin and volun-

teers Hugh and Reanna spent 3 hours on site and recorded 58 

Plant species, along with a family of Branta Canadensis Canada 

geese with 7 goslings and Anas platyrhynchos Mallard with 4 

juveniles using the fishing lake. 

Many of the locally rare species were out of season, however 

we were able to check for Hyacinthoides non-scripta Native 

English Bluebell but only found H. x massartiana Hybrid blue-

bell in the north-eastern corner of the site.   

 

Highlights of the trip was the diversity of trees, including Sor-

bus intermedia Swedish Whitebeam,  Sambucus nigra Elder, 

Tilia x europaea Lime, Carpinus betulus Hornbeam and Salix 

fragilis Crack Willow.   

 

The Woodland surrounding the lake supported Myosotis syl-

vatica Wood Forget-me-not, Allium sativum Wild Garlic, 

Silene dioica Red Campion and Phyllitus scolopendrius Hart’s 

Tongue Fern, whilst the central fishing lake supported a good 

marginal community of iris pseudocorus Yellow Iris, Typha 

Typha, Juncus effusus Soft-rush and Potamogeton natans 

Broadleaved Pondweed.  Stands of Persicaria amphibia 

Amphibious Bistort and Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort were 

also found locally abundant. 

 

Unfortunately we did find quite a lot of Invasive Impatiens 

glandulifera Himalayan Balsam along Prescot Brook and  

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed was noted as being just 

on the outside of the reserve, this is to be reported to the 

landowners to enable them to monitor and control the spread 

of such species.   We also found some Crassula aquatica 

Pigmyweed floating in the stream, but the time of year and 

access to it did not allow for confirmation of the species. 

Another visit to Carr Lane Lake later in the year may help to 

confirm the identification of the Crassula aquatica Pig-

myweed and some of the locally rare species, such as  Bidens 

cernua Nodding Bur-marigold, Juncus subnodulosus Blunt-

flowered Rush and Glyceria notata Plicate Sweet-grass.   

 

If there is anyone who is able to confirm any of these species, 

or is interested in another visit to this site either with the 

team or on their own, please contact Biodiverse Society Pro-

ject Officer Julia Simons on jsimons@lancswt.org.uk for more 

information & for the Local Wildlife Site citation. 

CARR LANE LAKE, PRESCOT SJ460921 - Hugh Harris 
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A Biodiverse 

Society Project 

visit to Carr Lane 

Woods, Prescot 

by Julia, Catrin, 

Hugh and Reanna  

mailto:jsimons@lancswt.org.uk
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Open to members of the Biodiverse Society, Thursday 19 May 2016  

 

This popular 2 hour course concentrated on the identification and raison d’etre 

of recording Lepidoptera as valuable indicators of the state of our environ-

ment on a local and national scale. We learned that butterflies can inform us 

about the health of a habitat, a measure of successful conservation and about 

climate change.  

WHY RECORD BUTTERFLIES? Part 1. Tutor: Julia Simons - Report by Hugh Harris 

Female Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus), Court Hey Park, 24/5/16 

They are one of the easiest groups to learn to survey as there are only 61 

species in the UK, only 36 of these in Lancashire and only 25 in Merseyside.  

Julia’s presentation covered; Blues, Coppers and Hairstreaks Lycenidae, 

Whites and Yellows Pieridae, Frits and Browns Nymphalidae and Skippers 

Hesperiidae.  

 

Butterfly conservation surveys, recording schemes and transects were out-

lined as well as the importance of submitting records for making management 

decisions and to secure on-going wildlife value, for making planning decisions 

and to highlight where biodiversity is of particular concern. 

 

A table showcased the ID books, guides, crib sheets and Field Guidance notes 

and an ID Quiz of 12 butterflies pleasantly rounded off the course.  

 

The next part of the course will take place in the field, when weather condi-

tions are right for this colourful yet sensitive form of wildlife: Wind (less than 

Beaufort Scale 5), Sun (60% sunshine), Temp. (min. 13° or 17°+ if overcast) 

and no rain (dry)! 

 

HH@BioSoc 

HOW TO DISTINGUISH BLUEBELLS - A reprint of Brenda Harold’s article provided by Hugh Harris 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta, Bluebell, is an ancient woodland indicator. Its leaves are up to 20mm wide, the racemes are 1-sided with pendent flowers that 

are cylindrical (parallel-sided) with petals curling back at the tips. White-flowered mutants are not uncommon.  

 

H. hispanica, Spanish Bluebell, is grown in gardens and is occasionally found in woodland near habitation. The leaves are much wider, up to 35mm, the inflo-

rescence is not 1-sided, the flowers stick out upwards and the perianth (collective name for a flower’s petals and sepals) is conical rather than parallel-sided. 

Pure H. hispanica is not common but its hybrid with H. non-scripta is often found, especially round the edge of woods near houses.  

 

The hybrid (which has the Latin name H. x massartiana) is fertile and can cross with the native Bluebells. The result is a continuum of intermediate forms called 

a ‘hybrid swarm’. When the plants are in full flower this is fairly easy to spot because the hybrid flowers are wider and less pendent. BUT, although the flowers 

of native Bluebell are pendent, the capsules are erect and the pedicels (flower stalks) start to turn upwards as soon as the flowers begin to fade. From this 

point on it becomes very difficult to recognise hybrids, the only distinguishing character being leaf width.  

 

(Harold, 2013) 



‘Every kid has a bug period … I never grew out of mine’ E.O. Wilson zoologist 
 
SPEKE-GARSTON COASTAL RESERVE, 13-14 May 2016. SJ450820 to SJ403832 

 

The saltmarshes, sand and mud-flats along the northern fringes of the Mersey estuary form a Local 

Wildlife Site of 1727 hectares and possess a strange beauty all of its own in the midst of the housing, 

business parks and airports of  Speke-Garston. The Coastal Reserve is predominantly grassland com-

prising of a mix of sward density and height and a mix of neutral semi-improved grassland patches of 

acid grassland, recently cultivated wildflower meadows and marshy grassland, together with a number 

of damp scrapes, occasional scrub and a line of hedgerow. 

 

Different plant species dominate in different zones and sections of the reserve but the saltmarsh as a 

whole supports a full range of species typical of the region. The eroding boulder clay and pebble cliffs 

alongside the Mersey Way support interesting vegetation, particularly at their base above the splash 

zone, as does the small shingle beach of water-worn pebbles and bricks below Liverpool Sailing Club, 

which served as basecamp for the two days of the Bioblitz.  

 

Botanical walks 

The Foreshore Walk on the Friday 

afternoon led by Peter Gateley fo-

cused on the strandline communities 

of plants to the north of the sailing 

club whereas the Plant Walk on the 

Saturday morning led by Dave Earl – 

both of Liverpool Botanical Society 

– focused on the maritime cliffs and 

slopes of the Mersey Way to the 

south of the sailing club.  Along with 

all the rare flora & the international-

ly important area for wintering 

ducks & waders, Mersey Estuary 

Costal Reserve is cited as a Local 

Wildlife Site for supporting a breeding assemblage of 11 species of butterflies.   

 

As part of the Bioblitz, Biodiverse Society Project Officer Julia Simons, along with Tony Parker of Liver-

pool World Museum & TCV’s Lorna Blackmore, led butterfly walks across the reserve.  Whilst the weath-

er was breezy, the temperature was good throughout the weekend and a total of 9 species of butterfly 

were recorded.   

 

 

 

Our search for butterflies focused on sheltered areas; a sunny path leading from the Sailing club towards Speke Hall proved most profitable.  The tall hedgerows 

lining the path provided just enough shelter & sunshine.  Pieris brassicae Large White, Pieris rapae Small White, Pieris napi Green Veined White and both male 

and female Anthocharis cardamines Orange Tip were found in abundance.  Aglais urticae Small Tortoiseshell and Aglais io Peacock were seen basking on the 

bare ground on the path ahead of us.  As the hedgerow became more enclosed and sunlight became dappled, several Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood were ob-

served.   

 

A highlight for many of the attendees on the Walks were both the male and female Gonepteryx rhamni Brimstone, with their distinctive leaf shaped wings & lemon 

yellow colouring.  Finally at the end of Friday, Julia relocated to the Western end of the reserve towards Garston. Whilst surveying the habitats with trainee offic-

ers Rachael & Catrin, the ninth butterfly species of the Bioblitz was recorded, a Celastrina argiolus Holly Blue beyond a line of trees which separate the reserve 

from allotments.  It had its diagnostic characteristics of light silvery blue underside with black spots and was flying up and down the height of the trees. Although 

the local coastal landscape appears featureless,  a combination of features of conservation importance; 6 BAP habitats, 4 regionally important habitats, 7 region-

ally important species of plants, 45 locally rare species and an internationally important SPA and Ramsar for birds and a nationally important SSSI  for the Cur-

lew give Liverpool’s only SSSI a high conservation value.  

Hugh Harris and Julia Simons, Biodiverse Society  

THE BIG BUG HUNT AND COASTAL BIOBLITZ - Hugh Harris and Julia Simons, Biodiverse Society  
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Survey areas: 11, 12, 20 & 22 Survey areas: 11, 20, 22 & 24 

 Intertidal, saltmarsh, strandline vegetation, maritime cliff and slope. Intertidal, saltmarsh, strandline vegetation, maritime cliff and slope, target 

notes. 

Puccinellia Saltmarsh-Grass Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel 

Cochlearia Scurvygrass Brassica rapa subsp campestris Wild Turnip 

Aster tripolium Sea aster Sisymbrium orientale Eastern Rocket 

Spartina anglica Common Cord-grass Fumaria Fumitory 

Sueda maritima Annual Sea-blite Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse 

Triglochin maritimum Sea Arrow-grass Lepidium didymum   

Phragmites australis Common Reed Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue 

Cochlearia anglica English Scurvygrass Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle 

Glaux maritima Sea Milkwort Raphanus raphanistrum subsp 

raphanistrum 

Wild Radish 

Spergularia rupicola x marina Sea spurry Urtica dioica Common Nettle 

Bolboschoenus maritimus Sea Club-rush Arabidopsis thaliana Thale Cress 

Rumex crispus Curled Dock Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot 

Vicia sativa Common Vetch Lepidium coronopus   

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 

Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water-dropwort Plantago major Greater Plantain 

Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell 

Plantago maritima Sea plantain Cytisus scoparius Broom 

Ulmus Elm Senecio squalidus Oxford Ragwort 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue Fumaria bastardii Tall Ramping-fumitory 

Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge Ranunculus ficaria subsp bulbilifer Lesser Celandine 

Potentilla anserina Silverweed Stellaria media Common Chickweed 

Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue Trifolium medium Zigzag Clover 

Cicindela campestris Green Tiger Beetle Vicia sativa Common Vetch 

Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare 

Hydrobia Hydrobia snails Daucus carota Carrot 

THE BIG BUG HUNT AND COASTAL BIOBLITZ - Hugh Harris and Julia Simons, Biodiverse Society  
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Survey areas: 11, 12, 20 & 22 Survey areas: 11, 12, 20 & 22 Survey areas: 11, 20, 22 & 24 Survey areas: 11, 20, 22 & 24 

Tetrix undulata Common Ground-hopper Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil 

Inula crithmoides Golden-samphire Cochlearia anglica English Scurvygrass 

Honkenya peploides Sea-sandwort Beta vulgaris subsp maritima Sea Beet 

Lotus Bird’s–Foot-trefoil Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel 

Silene dioica Red Campion Atriplex Orache 

Rubus fruticosus agg, Bramble Bromus hordeaceus Lesser Soft-brome 

Taraxacum Dandelion Spergularia Spergularia 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta hispani-

ca 

Bluebell Atriplex portulacoides Sea-purslane 

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley Aster tripolium Sea Aster 

Aglais io Peacock butterfly Triglochin maritum Sea Arrowgrass 

Aglais urticae Small Tortoiseshell butterfly Puccinellia maritima Common Saltmarsh-grass 

Pieris rapae Small White Butterfly Glaux maritima Sea Milkwort 

    Sonchus arvensis Prickly Sow-thistle 

    Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge 

    Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

    Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch 

    Salix sp Willow 

    Taraxacum officinale agg Dandelion 

    Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 

    Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not 

    Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not 

    Rumex crispus Curled Dock 

    Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 

    Ulmus glabra Wych Elm 

    Cratageus monogyna Hawthorn 

    Ulex europaeus Gorse 

    Pieris rapae Small White butterfly 

    Anthocharis cardamines Orange-tip butterfly 

    Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood butterfly 



 
 

MBAN FACEBOOK IMAGES 

Page 11 Merseyside Nature 

Green Tiger Beetle (Cicindela campestris) : Image by M. Pritchard 

Pied Wagtail (Motacilla alba ) at Festival Gardens: Image by B. Jude 

Holly Blue (Celastrina argiolus) : Image by B. Jude 

Epistrophe eligans  : Image by B. Jude 

Coastal Bioblitz : Image by H. Harris 

Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulnereria) : Image by H. Harris 



THE NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP 

About the North West Fungus Group 

 

The North West Fungus Group is a regional umbrella 

group aiming to promote an interest in fungi across 

the counties of Cheshire, Lancashire, Greater Man-

chester, Merseyside, Cumbria and North Wales.  

 

Benefits of membership include:-two newsletters 

per year. forays and special events. help and advice 

on a range of fungi related topics. 

 

Officers 

 

Chair:  Dr. Irene Ridge, 

Smalley’s Farm, Whalley Old Road, Billington 

Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 9JF 

Tel. 01254 247274 

 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: 

 Liz Moore,  

48 Alan Road, Heaton Moor, 

Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4LE Tel. 0161-432-9124 

 

Group Recorder: Tony Carter    

 

NWFG Home Page:  

 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

NWFG FORAY PROGRAMME 2016(VS3) IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE BRITISH MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY — Tony Carter 
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NWFG Foray Programme 2016(vs3)  

Please Note new updates   

 

In association with the British Mycological 

Society 

 

Bring strong footwear. Details about terrain and 

accessibility of sites can be obtained by contact-

ing the foray leader.  

 

Most venues have their own website. Forays are 

planned so that they can continue into the after-

noon. If you intend to so continue please bring 

food and drink.  

 

If travelling a considerable distance to a foray it 

is advisable to confirm with the leader that the 

foray is taking place, as on rare occasions, forays 

have had to be changed at short notice esp if very 

dry and changes will be sent round on the email 

list.  

Beginners are welcome at ALL forays.  

 

Please note that forays are not suitable for 

very small children.  

 

DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED.  

 

Sunday 19th June - Clock Face Colliery Country 

Park, Bold, St. Helens. –  

Meet 10.30 at Gorsey Lane Car Park. From Jct 7 of 

M62 follow A57 Warrington Rd. After 2 miles turn 

left on to A569 Clock Face Road. After 1.5 miles, 

(passing back under M’way), turn right into Gors-

ey Lane (blue cycling sign Burtonwood). Continue 

to entrance on right. SD 535915 (Sheet 108) (WA9 

4SN). Leader – Tom Ferguson (01744 739774 / 

07743 509671.  

 

Sunday 17th July - Rostherne Mere.  

Meet 10.30. Take the third turn on the left going 

south on the Chester Road (A556) from the M56 

Jct 8. The car park is 200 yards past the church 

on the left hand side SJ743833 (Sheet 109) (WA16 

6SB); or park on the road. Leader - Tim Rogers 

(07890949997).  

 

Sunday 7th Aug – Pennington Flash CP, Leigh. 

10.30. The Country Park signposted from the A580 

East Lancashire Road-turn off onto A579; after 

1.2miles turn L at traffic lights onto A57; around 

100m turn R into Park access road (signposted) to 

the Main Car Park (small charge) which fronts the 

lake. SD 643 991 Sheet 109 (WN7 3PA) Good paths, 

level walking, Toilets on site as well as snack and 

ice cream vans (usually) Leader-Christopher 

Bowden (01772 812910/07597 921981).  

 

Sunday 14th August - Delamere Forest.  

Meet at 10.30 at FC Whitefield Car Park, east off 

Station Road, B 5152, south of Hatchmere cross-

roads; SJ556710 (Sheet 117); 300m north of CW8 

2HZ (nearby Station Cafe and station (trains from 

Manchester.) Group parking concession being 

arranged. Leader John 07768 043 461.  

 

Sunday 21st August – BEGINNERS FORAY at 

Risley Moss, north Warrington.  

Meet 10.30. Access from M62 Jct 11. Continue along 

A574 to first island, turn left. Reserve signposted. 

Ample parking space. SJ665920 (Sheet 109) (WA3 

6QS). Leader - Irene Ridge (01254-247274. A 

morning foray will be followed by an afternoon 

microscope workshop.  

 

Sunday 4th September - Hay Bridge Nature 

Reserve, Low Hay Bridge, Bouth, Ulverston, LA12 

8JG.  

10.30 in the meeting room adjacent to the car park 

at SD336876 (Sheet 97). By car, leave the M6 at 

J36 and bear left onto the A590 signposted to 

Barrow. After 3-4 miles take the first left sign-

posted to Barrow. (NB 60mph speed cameras on 

A590). At Newby Bridge roundabout take 1st exit, 

remaining on the A590 signposted Barrow and 

Ulverston then after ~ 4 miles turn right to Bouth. 

At Bouth village, turn right at the White Hart Inn 

and follow this lane for about ½ mile. Where it 

swings left, go straight ahead on a small narrow 

lane signposted 'Hay Bridge Only'. Follow this nar-

row lane until you reach the car park at the end 

(about 2 miles). The building immediately before 

the car park has facilities. Being a private reserve 

run as a Trust, (Warden, Keith) suggests donations 

Membership Individual membership - £7.50 

Family membership - £10.00  

Members joining after November 1st will receive 

membership for the following year.  

Please contact the Membership Secretary for a 

membership form. 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm


for non-members of £2.00. Leader - Mike Hall 

(015242-76460).  

 

Sunday 18th Sept – Lytham Hall.  

Meet 10.30 at Lytham Hall, Ballam Road, FY8 

4JX.SD 3592864 (Sheet 102). From M55 J4 take 

A583 (Kirkham) at first roundabout, and take 

first right (Whitehall Rd) after second then imme-

diately left onto Peel Rd. After 1.6 m turn right 

onto Ballam Rd and after 0.6 m turn R into Lyth-

am Park and proceed to Hall (free entry for 

NWFG). Irene (07484 242523)  

 

Sunday 25th Sept. – Maes y Pant, Gresford.  

Meet 10.30 at main entrance car park (9 spaces). 

Coming from Chester bypass, A55, take A483 to 

Wrexham. After 2 sets of traffic lights (new) 

continue for 3+ miles to 1st turn-off. Turn left at 

top of ramp and then right at roundabout. Contin-

ue up the hill until Red Lion pub, then right onto 

Pant Lane. Continue to car park on right. 

SJ354551(Sheet 117) which is next to The Conifers 

LL12 8HU. From East, A534, A5156 to roundabout 

accessing A483. However continue around 

roundabout onto Chester Road (5th exit); contin-

ue to traffic lights by Plough Inn, turn L into High 

St continue towards church till Pant Lane on R at 

Yew Tree pub. Car parking after 400 yards on 

left after The Conifers and on Pant Lane. Toilets 

in nearby pubs/inns. This is not the Marford 

Quarry site, which is just to the north. Leader- 

Robin 07985 206007  

Friday 30th Sept to Monday 3rd October - Residen-

tial Foray at Keswick Convention Centre. Cost inc. 

meals, for members and for non members will be 

announced later. Booking form in Newsletter. Contact 

Irene Ridge (01254-247274)  

 

Sunday 9th October – National Fungus Day. To 

see events - http://www.ukfungusday.co.uk/  

 

Sunday 16th October – Dovestone RSPB Reserve - 

upland woodland and grassland.  

Meet 10.30 - Binn Green Car Park (toilets), NOT the 

main car park: GR SE 018044, Sheet 110;off the A635 at 

Binn Green, Holmfirth Road, Greenfield Oldham, OL3 

7NN. From Greenfield station, go steeply downhill, then 

along Chew Valley road (A669) into village, past Tesco 

on left until the Clarence Hotel around 1 mile further on 

your right. At the mini-roundabout bear left uphill, on 

the A635 towards Holmfirth - then, DO NOT take the 

first brown sign to RSPB Dovestone to right, but keep 

going uphill for around ½ mile until the next brown sign, 

go into the Binn Green car park on the right there. 

From Ashton u. Lyne, take the A635 and follow direc-

tions from Clarence as above. Leader Ken Gartside 

(01457 879713/ 07548927633)  

 

Sunday 23rd October – BEGINNERS FORAY at Moore 

Nature Reserve, Warrington -  

Meet 10.30. 2 miles south of Warrington on A56 turn 

north to Moore at traffic lights at Higher Walton. 1 mile 

turn right, crossing railway and ship canal. Go to end of 

road to reach entrance. Car park to right of entrance 

road. SJ578855 (Sheet 108). Leader - Paul Hamlyn 

(0161-434-1401).  

 

Sunday 30th October – Lyme Park, Disley, 

Stockport. Meet at at 10.00 in car park 200 yards 

from house; SJ962824 (Sheet 109)(NB early start 

time). By road: Entrance on A6 only. SatNav: Use 

SK12 2NR and stay on A6. Ignore any directions 

other than those to the A6 entrance. By train - 

Disley ½ mile from entrance. The house, garden & 

car park are about one mile from main gate. Lead-

er Jeanette Maddy (07548 838946). Sunday 6th 

November – Turn Slack Clough, Littleborough.  

Meet at 10.00 at Clough. Left off A58 onto White-

lees Road approaching Littleborough from west, 

continue along Calderbrook Road turning left at 

Clough Road. SD935173 (Sheet 109) (OL15 9JZ). 

Leader - Norman Bamforth (0161-336-3914).  

 

Sunday 13th November - Ainsdale NNR, Mersey-

side.  

 

Ken Jordan Memorial Foray.  

 

Meet at 10.00 at car park at Reserve Manager's 

Office SD303112 (sheet 108) (PR8 3QW). Take A565 

north past Woodvale Airport, turn on to Coastal 

Road, over railway bridge and left into private 

drive. Leader Tony Carter(0151-724-4600).   
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Events are run throughout the year by  

Liverpool Museum.   

These include  Mammal Trapping at Knowsley Park and 

other venues.  

Learn all about Ants Saturday 5th December 

Please contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk for  

details and to book places. Museum collections are open to 

amateur naturalists and volunteers (by appointment)  

Other activity events 

Knowsley: www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/

events.aspx 

Liverpool Parks: liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events 

Wildlife Trust: www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on 

Court Hey Park: www.courtheypark.co.uk 

National Wildflower Centre: www.nwc.org.uk/events 

North West Fungus Group 

There are forays and special events, 

with help and advice on a range of 

fungi related topics. 

NWFG Home Page: http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Liverpool Botanical Society 

www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk 

 

Merseyside Naturalist Association 

The MNA organize informal nature events 

including field trips, talks and practical ses-

sions  

Visit www.mnapage.info for the programme of events 

 

Merseyside & West Lancashire Bat Group 

The group runs events and training throughout the year 

check the group website, twitter or Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook links require membership of 

Facebook 

Some links may additionally require permission which 

can be obtained by contacting the group over Facebook 

as a pre-requisite. These links are increasingly becom-

ing a major contact point for rapidly expanding natu-

ralist groups and volunteers. Interested then link to:  

 

Merseyside BioBank  

www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank 

 

MBAN 

www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/ 

 

UK Hoverflies 

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

 

WeBS 

www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/119829941488294/ 

 

British Wildlife Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/415160405188412/ 

 

Lancashire Mammal Group 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-

Mammal-Group/169476803103866? 

 

BTO Garden Birdwatch 

https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch 

 

RSPB 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature 

 

British Spider ID 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/829354860449271/ 

 

British Mycological Society (BMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/ 

 

Conopids 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/ 

EVENTS SUMMARY 
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Interested in arranging one your-

self next year?  

 

For advice contact 

ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk 

 

HELP!  

 

BIRDERS ALWAYS WANTED 

 

The Mersey Estuary is one of 

Britain’s best wetlands. We know 

this because each month we count 

the waterfowl as part of the 

national Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBS).  

  

However, we need ‘new blood’ 

volunteers. You don’t need to be an 

experienced wildfowl counter, 

though you should be able to 

identify common waders and 

wildfowl.  If you think you can help 

then please email Dermot Smith at 

dermot.smith71@gmail.com or 

phone 07505 418832 for further 

details.  

 

For more information plus recent 

reports and photos visit the Mersey 

Estuary WeBS page on Facebook 

mailto:Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events
http://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events
http://www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on
http://www.courtheypark.co.uk
http://www.nwc.org.uk/events
http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm
http://www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk
http://www.mnapage.info
http://www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/
mailto:ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk
mailto:dermot.smith71@gmail.com


Booking is essential for Sefton Coast events 

Call 01519342964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walks last around 2.5-3 hours and require good 

footwear. The walk may include  small hills and 

undulations. It would also be advisable to wear 

appropriate clothing for the day.  

Heritage &  Health Walks 

“Discover the heritage along with coastline with a 

series of walks. Part of the Sefton Coast Land-

scape Partnership scheme” 

“The walks will take you through a variety of 

habitats including woodlands, sand dunes and 

beach walks” 

Other Events 

Why not visit Facebook page SeftonCoast? 

RSPB https://www.rspb.org.uk/

discoverandenjoynature/seenature/events/

results.aspx 

RSPB Tel: 01704 226190 

 

Digital Photography Workshop 

Saturday 19 March to Saturday 17 September 

11 am-4 pm. Price: £40 (RSPB members £32): 

Booking essential. Got a Digital SLR camera and 

want to improve your wildlife photography? Then 

come along to this workshop with Mike Malpass, 

an experienced, published wildlife photographer 

for guidance, inspiration and tips on field craft 

(suitable for all levels). Includes an indoor ses-

sion followed by putting it into practice outdoors. 

Booking and payment in advance essential. Bring 

your own camera and notebook, buffet lunch will 

be provided.  

Directions: RSPB Leighton Moss nature reserve, 

Myers Farm, Storrs Lane, Silverdale, Lancashire 

Full list of dates 

Saturday 19 March 2016 

Saturday 23 July 2016 

Saturday 17 September 2016 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Man-

chester and North Merseyside. Addition-

al Details from http://www.lancswt.org.uk/

whats-on 

 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT  

 

We are coming to the end of the habitat surveys for 

2015 and the trainees will be writing up the survey 

reports. However there are plenty of opportunities 

to get out and about and record wildlife. Remember 

you can get in touch with us anytime in Lancashire 

01772 324 129 cgreen@lancswt.org.uk or Merseyside 

0151 737 4152 jsimons@lancswt.org.uk.   

 

You can also follow us on Facebook HERE, tweet 

us @Lancswildlife & use #wildlifecounts. 

Biodiversity Courses:  1st Wednesday of every 

month February to November 2016.  

 

A 10 session course is being run by Hilary Bedford 

from the West Lancashire Wildlife Group.  

 

Consisting of indoor theory and some outdoor ses-

sions the course will cover plant morphology, physi-

ology and adaptations and is suitable for beginners 

or individuals with limited experience who have an 

interest in plants.  

 

 

July 6th: Field Visit - Silverdale  

Limestone pavement and grassland.  

 

August 3rd: Field Visit - Sefton Coast  

Salt marsh and sand dunes.  

 

Sept 7th: Plant/animal relationships  

A look at pollination, herbivory, parasitism, plant  

responses and defences, 10am-1pm at the Barn, 

Preston, PR5 6BY.  

 

Oct 5th: Fruits and Seeds  

Seed development, types of fruits and seeds and 

seed dispersal, 10am-1pm at the Barn, Preston, PR5 

6BY.  

 

Nov 2nd: Preparing for winter  

A look at leaf fall and colour changes. Dormancy, bud  

formation and storage organs.10am-1pm at the Barn,  

Preston, PR5 6BY. 

Further Information. This is a 10 session course 

with a refundable deposit of £50 (£5/session). 

Participants will be refunded £5/session after at-

tending a session, a non-show will result in a non-

refundable £5 deposit/session. Participants will 

receive an LWT certificate of attendance.  

Please note booking is essential!  

There are limited spaces, for more information 

or to book on please contact Catherine Haddon 

on  

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 01772 324129.  

 

Upcoming BioBlitzes 

Information provided by Tony Parker, Liverpool 

Museums 

Festival Gardens on Jul 23rd/24th, followed by one at 

Liverpool Loopline on 29th.  

During August there are events at Cuerden Valley 

(13th), National Wildflower Centre (20th), Freshfield 

(26th) and Knowsley Safari Park (27th/28th?).  

SUMMARY of EVENTS PROGRAMME of 2015 at SEFTON COAST PARTNERSHIP www.seftoncoast.org.uk 
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