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August was a rather cool and unsettled month, though rainfall amounts were 

no more than average, contrasting with record deluges in the south. The rain 

that did fall soon evaporated making little impact on the depleted water-table. 

  

The 50th anniversary bash for Ainsdale Sand Dunes National Nature Reserve on 

8th fortunately coincided with a sunny day. Large numbers of local people 

enjoyed a range of events from Landrover safaris to sheep herding. It was 

good to see plenty of children there, a Sand Lizard and Natterjack Toad 

being especially popular exhibits.  

My wildflower guided walk attracted a group of eight, the route via Pinfold 

Pond enabling me to show them a new plant for the reserve discovered a few 

days before. This is the rather distinctive, if esoteric, hybrid between the 

Creeping and Marsh Thistle which rejoices in the name Cirsium 

×celakovskianum.  

We were also distracted by three large and brightly coloured dragonflies: the 

Emperor, Brown Hawker and Southern Hawker, cruising around the pond. 

Several visits during the month to our prime dragonfly locality, slack 47 - a 

group of four scrapes in the Birkdale frontal dunes - were rewarded by the 

discovery of an immaculate male Common Hawker which spent over a week 

patrolling magnificently and frequently clashing with the resident Emperor.  

 

The latter, usually the dominant species, became somewhat worse for wear 

with large chunks missing from his wings. Breeding on more acidic waters 

well inland, Common Hawkers are rare on the coast; I have seen only a 

handful in over 40 years. This one even perched briefly for photographs and 

was the star performer for a well-attended dragonfly guided walk organised 

by the Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS) on 16th. We also 

found a newly emerged Migrant Hawker, while I was able to net both Com-

mon and Ruddy Darter to compare identification features in the hand.  

The slack 47 scrapes were restored by LPS in 2012 and this year no fewer 

than 16 species of dragonfly have been recorded there, an extraordinary 

total for a single Northwest site. 

 

The following day, I was delighted to find dozens of glorious Field Gentians in 

full flower in the big slacks south of Ainsdale Discovery Centre.  

The Sefton duneland is one of the British hotspots for this nationally declining 

plant. Walking back through the frontal dunes, I enjoyed several Graylings 

and Common Blues nectaring on Sea Holly flowers. 

 

Another guided walk took in the Devil’s Hole, an enormous blow-out in the 

Ravenmeols Local Nature Reserve. The timing was just right to see a spec-

tacular flowering of one of our most iconic wild flowers, the Grass-of-

Parnassus, a mainly northern species described as “Vulnerable” in the Red 

List for England but still doing well on the Sefton Coast. Less expected was a 

juvenile Cuckoo spotted by John Dempsey.   
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Common Blue butterflies (Polyommatus Icarus) 

Common Hawker (Aeshna juncea) 

Hybrid Sea-lavender Marshside 25 08 2015 



Following up a report of possible Common Club-rush on Freshfield Dune 

Heath Nature Reserve, I joined Catherine Highfield to search one of the ponds 

excavated several years ago and now much overgrown. The plant turned out 

to be the closely related Grey Club-rush, rather than the much rarer target 

species.  

However, our time wasn’t wasted, as we spotted Water Figwort, new to the re-

serve and had good, if brief, views of a Water Vole on the edge of another pond, 

only the second I have seen here.  

 

Sea-lavenders were first recorded on the south Ribble saltmarshes at Marshside 

in 2008. Since then, Patricia Lockwood and I have re-surveyed them at intervals, 

discovering this month a big increase in the number of both Common and Lax-

flowered Sea-lavenders and their rare hybrid. The reddish-purple of these lovely 

plants stands out amongst the lilac masses of Sea Aster, making it possible to 

spot them from a distance using binoculars. 

 

Another ongoing survey is into vegetation colonising Birkdale Green Beach, one of 

my favourite places. It is usually quiet, though not necessarily safe, as demon-

strated on 20th when I was charged by a pack of six out-of-control dogs. Luckily I 

escaped without being bitten. Regrettably, this kind of unpleasant experience 

seems all too common these days.  
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Field Gentian (Gentianella campestris) 

MOTH TRAPPING AT CROXTETH PARK  

This is the season of moth trapping events and these great moth pictures were posted on Facebook by Ron Moyes.  

They were “Trapped at Croxteth Park with Colin Daly, Joanne Moore (Biodiverse Society/Lancashire WildlifeTrust et al), and the catch included Leopard Moth and 

Vestal This was a first Leopard for me, second for Colin who lives quite close to the Park. “, Ron Moyes  

The Leopard Moth is thought to be a southern species. 

 

“The Vestal is a migrant species, mainly occurring in southern England in varying numbers. In good immigration years, several hundred may appear, and some may 

turn up almost anywhere in Britain. The amount and intensity of the pink pigmentation is somewhat variable, as can be seen from the photographs. The species 

breeds in southern Europe and North Africa, and the caterpillars live on knotgrass (Polygonum), dock (Rumex) and other low plants. “,  UKmoths.org.uk 

Leopard Moth (Zeuzera pyrina) Vestal (Rhodometra sacraria) 



Thursday 3rd September 2015, Everton Park Nature Garden SJ352920: 

 

Everton Park is one of the city’s 

precious green lungs, but it has been 

underused in the past.  This has 

changed and a visitor destination – 

like Barcelona’s Parc Guell is – has 

emerged like a phoenix from the 

ashes of housing policy.  

 

These waves of change began 

around three centuries ago, and 

accelerated in intensity, reshaping 

the ridge with housing and small 

industries.  The site was once a 

vibrant community of narrow little 

streets, and the communities have been uprooted, dispersed and wiped off the map.  

 

A new transformation has taken place; a much more gentle and greener change than previous upheavals, but still 

radical in its own way. A park, which is renamed Everton People’s Park, is a chance for people to reconnect again 

with their roots – a sort of ‘Liverpool Regained’.  Everton Park is situated on a beautiful sandstone ridge that over-

looks central Liverpool and the Mersey; a place to sit and contemplate and admire the distant views.  I doubt if there 

is a city district in the UK that has experienced such intense and repeated waves of change hammering the cliff face 

into unrecognisable shapes.   

 

This area once housed a district of 60,000 people, and was densely developed all the way down to the River Mersey. 

The 1966 Housing plan saw Liverpool demolish 70% of its inner city housing and move 160,000 residents beyond the 

boundaries to new towns and estates. The park was created on the cleared site of largely failed tower blocks and 

60s/70s estates. The new 1960s & 70s estates were all but abandoned within a decade, and most were demolished 

and grassed over in the late 1980s to create Everton Park.  

 

In the heart of the transformation is a well-kept treasure of wildlife and tranquility; Everton Park Nature Garden. The 

Nature Garden is a ¾ hectare walled garden located within the Park and close to the City centre and 1.8 kilometres 

from the Pier Head. It is accessed via Roscommon Street off Netherfield Road North, Liverpool 5. The Nature Garden 

is considered by many to be the hidden gem of Everton Park. A walled-off and gated nature reserve which has been 

described by a former parks manager as "probably the most biodiverse location in Liverpool." It is an established 

natural habitat including two small lakes, offering opportunities for pond dipping and bird watching. There are grass-

land meadows and woodland, rock types of interest to amateur geologists and a heritage trail with guided walks 

available. 

 

We spent a profitable hour or two in the Nature Garden, one of North Liverpool’s remaining green spaces recording 

with Ami Weir, Trainee Project Officer with Lancashire Wildlife Trust, on her last Urban Grasslands Project Survey. 

This wildlife site was unrecorded without any citation and our pioneer records are hopefully the foundation for future 

surveys. Although a small site, it provides habitats for woodland, grassland and aquatic species.   

The nature garden is located within the single monad, (35/92)  
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Hugh Harris joins 

the Lancashire 

Wildlife Trust and 

Trainee Project 

Officer Ami Weir 

visiting and 

recording at  a 

small  inner city 

park. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species list: 

 

 
 

Hugh@UrbanGrasslandsProject  

Lemna minor Common Duckweed Typha latifolia Bulrush 

Epilobium hirsutem Great Willowherb Iris pseudocorus Yellow Iris 

Equisetum sp. Horsetail Sambucus nigra Elder 

Prunus sp. Cherry Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

Salix caprea Goat Willow Mentha aquatica Water Mint 

Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife 

Nymphaea alba White Water-lily Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort Lotus sp. Bird’s-Foot-Trefoil 

Medicago lupulina Black Medick Vicia sativa Common Vetch 

Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet Galium verum Lady’s Bedstraw 

Trifolium pratense Red Clover Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog Alchemilla sp. Lady’s-mantle 

Calystegia sp. Bindweed Geum rivale Water Avens 

Geum urbanum Wood Avens Juncus effusus Soft Rush 

Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge Pinus sylvestris Scot’s Pine 

Betula pendula Silver Birch Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

Corylus avellana Hazel Alnus glutinosa Alder 

Sympetium striolatum Common Darter Pica pica Magpie 

Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean     
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On 7/8/2015 Norma and I took advantage of one of the 24 listed Active and 

Nordic Walks at https://www.sefton.gov.uk/around-sefton/walking-cycling/

active-and-nordic-walks.aspx 

Number 21 is the ‘Sefton Stroll’.   

It was a beautiful warm clear day requiring sun protection and water bottles 

when we left the car at the Punch Bowl at SD35570132. Through the pub hedge 

and along the road to the right is St Helen’s Well  on the far side of the road 

(worth a short visit) and to the right, the start of the footpath at SD35440130. 

Low shrubs of Nettle, Bramble and Ragwort bound the path and in the distance 

to the right there is a very large Rosa rugosa.  

 Being such a warm day the butterflies were very lively and Peacocks, Whites 

and Gatekeepers tantalizingly flitted and fluttered, often just in front, landing for 

brief seconds and departing before the camera could be focused. The Mersey 

Forest starts at SD35550180 where the path reaches a crossroad that leads 

left and right around the forest. An old worn faded wooden post directs the way.   

 

We had walked the path to the right the previous year so this time we went 

through the forest.  The edge of the path through the woods is heavily strewn 

with a golden chain of Ragwort which were being visited by a host of different 

bees and hoverflies. A Red Admiral rested briefly on low foliage .  

 

The trees provided some shade until we came to the River Alt at SD35850212 

where a Common Darter landed briefly on the path in front of us.  

We also recorded a vividly 

marked, relatively common hover-

fly Chrysotoxum festivum . 
 
We took a left turn towards two 

bridges and we headed for the 

further, more dilapidated one at 

SD35340252. In among the Net-

tles our eyes were caught by a 

vivid large fly and in the same 

area another unknown insect.  

These were common insects around nettles but new to us. One was later 

identified as a Scorpion Fly, the other an Ichneumon. We discovered that 

Ichneumons are hard to visually identify to species as many of the different 

kinds all have black bodies and bright orange legs. 

Crossing the bridge, we saw another Common Darter sunning itself on the 

concrete steps. Stalking dragonflies to take photographs is a learned skill as 

they can be wary of people. Dragonflies like to perch in chosen spots and it 

fluttered down to the next step as we approached and then back to its fa-

vourite spot once we had passed.   

THE SEFTON STROLL - Bob Jude 
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The narrow path from the bridge is hard to distinguish from a distance among 

the cultivated crops. It cuts across fields and we were concerned about crop 

damage and rights of way but armed with the map we became convinced this 

was the correct path to follow.   

Half way across the field we met two cyclists who told us that no matter what 

crops were planted the path remained and they had travelled the route for 

many years.  The narrow path eventually becomes broader and trees and 

shrubs eventually edge the farmland.  

 

At  SD35790298 we saw another beautiful highly camouflaged female or teneral 

male Common Darter obligingly perching on a branch for photographs. 

 

Eventually we met the Cheshire Lines (Trans Penine Trail, National Cycle route 

62) at SD35970312. The old railway path at this point is narrow and we had 

some concerns of touching what may have been Giant Hogweed all along the 

path.  

 

The path does become wider after a good walk and some  distance further there 

is an old rickety bench where we sat to quench our thirst. Further along there 

were more invasive plants that always looks pretty and attract pollinating inver-

tebrates,  

 

Himalayan balsam is frequent as is what appeared to us to be Giant Hogweed, 

though we may have mistaken it for a similar Umbelifer.  

 

It was fun to watch a Marmalade hoverfly and bee jostle and push each other to 

obtain pollen from a Rosa rugosa. In the end the hoverfly flew away and the bee 

celebrated by rolling among the stamens in a mad frenzy. 

 

By the time we had reached the main road at Sefton Lane we were rather tired 

from the walk and heat of the day and the continual stopping to take photo-

graphs and decided to halt the walk at this point.  There is a bus stop at 

SD36630179 and we asked a local in his garden, how often the bus ran and how 

far it was back to the Punch Bowl.  

As we sat at the Bus Stop, Brian walked up and introduced himself and suggest-

ed he gave us a lift as it would only take a few minutes by car.  Not wishing to 

take advantage we were reluctant but on his insistence relented. Dropping us at 

the pub a few minutes later we invited him to join us for a drink but he went 

away unrewarded, a testament to the friendliness and good nature of the people 

of Sefton.  We had some delicious bread and soup at the Punch Bowl to round off 

a great day out. before our journey back to Childwall 

Perhaps we may go back next year to finish the remainder of the walk we cur-

tailed. After all there is always something to see along this route for a natural-

ist. 

THE SEFTON STROLL - Bob Jude 
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Cheshire Lines at 3 points along the walk 



AN ESTUARIAL HABITAT 

 

Walking the Mersey Way on the North Shore of the River Mersey you reach the 

disused lighthouse at Hale Head.  

The present structure was built on the site of an earlier lighthouse dating 

from 1838 and was completed in 1907. After its decommission it is now a 

private residence. It is an isolated vantage point with views across the water 

to the Frodsham and Helsby Hills and a place to observe [about 1.5 hours 

before and after high tide] the flocks of waders and wildfowl in flight and on 

the mudflats. There are sandstone outcrops and a small sandy beach, a pleas-

ant place for both recreation and study. 

Naturalists, botanists and wetland bird counters often make a diversion from 

the main pathway and descend to the shore to look at the geological bedrock 

which has been exposed at the surface as outcrops. In fact, the Lighthouse 

itself is constructed on a sandstone outcrop. These are sandstones formed 

approximately 200 to 251 million years ago in the Triassic Period when Brit-

ain was covered by a tropical desert. Then, the local environment was previ-

ously dominated by rivers which carried hard quartzite pebbles which flowed 

north from the Midlands.  

 

These pebble beds are found scattered in certain layers but are less 

abundant on the north side of the river than the south side in Cheshire.  

Interbedding can be found where the river currents flowed in different 

directions as the river channels meandered over the plain. Looking at the 

sandstone cliffs at Hale Head you can see contortions that were made by 

slump structures. If sand comes to rest at slight angles on the edge of a 

river bank such as the Mersey, it frequently slips down the face of the 

bank and layers of sand roll up into slump structures. The sandstones 

being both porous and permeable have played an important part in water 

supply through wells and springs.   

 

The most extensive deposit resting on the surface of the older sandstone 

is Boulder Clay or Till. These deposits were laid down by various natural 

processes of action by ice, water and wind. Superficial deposits were 

formed up to 3 million years ago in the Quaternary Period, a time when 

the local environment was dominated by wind-blown deposits. Glacial 

sand and gravel is easily differentiated from the wind-blown deposits 

by the size of the larger pebbles mixed in them.  

 

Gravels differ from the boulder clay because the pebbles are more 

rounded from wind erosion, transporting and depositing sand and silt-

sized material than the larger shaped glacial boulders.  

 

One of the least attractive geological features of the Hale and Mersey 

shoreline is the mud deposited by the tidal action of the river, alluvium. 

However the alluvium is the foundation for the saltmarshes and other 

habitats on which plants and animals depend.  

 

The Mersey Estuary is characterised by a mixing of fresh and sea water 

generated by the tide’s ebb and flow. Only plants and animals with suita-

ble adaptations can tolerate the ever-changing environment. The mud-

flats contain organic matter on which invertebrates (detrivores) feed 

which in turn are fed on by larger invertebrates. Migratory waders and 

wildfowl feed on these invertebrates.  

HALE CONSERVATION AREA, SJ471809. August, 2015 - Hugh Harris 
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Where the river currents are stronger, sand is deposited and have fewer 

resident invertebrates. Where the currents are at their slowest, sediment 

builds up and is only covered infrequently by the tides. These high mudflats 

are colonised by salt tolerant plants to form the saltmarshes.  

There is a general pattern of zonation within most saltmarshes which provide a 

rough guide to species of plant and animal found there e.g. Sea aster Aster 

tripolium, Scurvy Grass Cochlearia officinalis, and Sea spurrey Spergularia 

marina is found on the low marsh whereas Common reed Phragmites australis 

and Marsh mallow Althaea officinalis is found above high water thereby creating 

different food chains.  

As the land emerged from the waters, plants came too, around 480 million years 

ago, and so a valuable ecosystem of physical environment, living organisms, and 

a source of energy from the sun and tides was formed.  

 

The conservation value of the estuary shoreline is recognised in its designations 

of Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site (wetland of international im-

portance) and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) which afford it some 

degree of protection. 

 

HH@MECG  

HALE CONSERVATION AREA, SJ471809. August, 2015 - Hugh Harris 
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Sea aster Aster tripolium,  



The Meadow grasshopper (Chorthippus parallelus) is a striking and curious insect. Of the order 

Orthoptera and the prominent family Acrididae, the meadow grasshopper is considered one of the 

most common grasshoppers in England, Scotland and Wales and is absent only from Ireland. It also 

has a large range on the continent, hopping from France, Turkey, Scandinavia, Central Europe, Russia, 

and into Mongolia. Despite the name, the meadow grasshopper has been observed to occupy a wide 

range of habitat types from meadows, marshland, moorland, parkland and roadsides (The Wildlife 

Trust, 2015). In the Merseyside area however, the habitat preference of C.parallelus is more ambigu-

ous. Local experts have only been able to identify the species occupying marshes and bogs. Perhaps 

our understanding of the species habits is outdated or could the meadow grasshopper’s habitat pref-

erences be much less variable than we once 

thought?  

 

C.parallelus can be identified by its mostly vivid 

green colour and the brown-grey stripe running 

from the tip of the head, down the thorax and abdo-

men. The forewings are short and do not reach the bottom of the abdomen, particularly in the females. As a 

result, it is the only British grasshopper that cannot fly. Another method for separating males from females 

is by looking at the hind end, which is always turned upwards in males (Chinery, 1985). Adults make a distinct 

‘zrezrezre’ call by rubbing their hind legs together, called stridulating. Nymphs hatch from underground in 

April, turn into adults in June and remain throughout September with some surviving into November (The 

Wildlife Trust, 2015).  

 

The meadow grasshopper has been the subject of some revealing research. Genetic studies have shown 

C.parallelus populations are very diverse, being made up of four genetic clusters.  Cluster A (eastern part of 

the Anatolian Diagonal); cluster B (western part of the Anatolian Diagonal); cluster C (Spain, Italy, southern 

Balkans, west part of Anatolia and Russia); and cluster D (covering the entire distributional range of the 

species). This diversity is best explained by repeated population expansions and contractions, driven by the 

repeated expansion and recession of glaciers during the last ice age (Korkmaz et al. 2014).  

In an experiment to determine the feeding preferences of nymph and adult C.parallelus, it was demon-

strated that nymphs would more frequently feed on three or four grass species, while adults fed on 

various combinations of two grass species. Perhaps nymphs grow faster on a wider mixture of grasses. 

Overall, perennial rye-grass (Lolium perenne) and cocks-foot (Dactylis glomerata) proved to be the 

favoured grazing choice for both nymphs and adults (Gardiner & Hill 2004).  

 

Grasshoppers are important herbivores that graze large amounts of grass and provide a food source for 

many predators.  Along with other arthropods, grasshoppers form a vital supporting link in ecosystems. 

Changing populations of meadow grasshoppers, due to changes in land use and climate, may well have 

unseen impacts on the lives of humans.  Therefore, it is important to continue gathering as much infor-

mation as possible on C.parallelus, so we may better understand how their lives impact on other lives 

including our own.  
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Chorthippus brunneus : Image by Amy Weir 

Meadow grasshopper (Chorthippus parallelus)   

Image by Dunphalain, WikiCommons 

Omocestus viridulus:  Charles Sharp, WikiCommons 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/species/meadow-grasshopper


CLOCK FACE COUNTRY PARK - Tony Carter 
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Suillus grevillei (Larch Bolete) 
Suillus luteus (Slippery Jack) 

On the 10th August, North West Fungus Group held a foray at Clock Face Country Park, the site of a former colliery near Bold.  

It was planted with trees only twenty five years ago and being an industrial site was not expected to be attractive to fungi.  The dry weather did not add 

to these expectations. 

 

We finished with 65 species identified, most forayers finding more fungi in the first ten minutes than they had seen all month. 

Importantly, most of the fungi were micorrhizal, having formed an association with the roots of trees and plants. This is most beneficial to plants as it 

increases their ability to take up moisture and nutrients. 

Copses of pine and larch produced Suillus grevillei (Larch Bolete),  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The birchwoods produced eight varieties of Russula, in particular R. heterophylla (Greasy Green Brittlegill) and velenovskyi (Coral Brittlegill).  A very 

interesting find of Resinomycena saccharifera was on dead stems of Phalaris arundinacea (Canary Reed Grass). It is a gilled fungus but so small you 

need a decent magnifier to see it.  Despite the dry weather, the area of heath held a variety of grass lovers. Early Hygrocybe conica (Blackening 

Waxcap)  and Gliophorus psittacina (Parrot Waxcap). Also found was  the extremely poisonous Clitocybe rivulosa (Fool’s Funnel), dangerous because 

it often grows in the same fairy rings as an edible species 

Russula heterophylla (Greasy Green Brittlegill) Tricholompsis rutilans (Plums and Custard) 



 

The mixed woodland provided a good example of Xerula radicata (Rooting Toughshank).  Considering the conditions, a good day! 

 

 

CLOCK FACE COUNTRY PARK - Tony Carter 
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Russula velenovskyi (Coral Brittlegill). Early Hygrocybe conica (Blackening Waxcap)  

Clitocybe rivulosa (Fool’s Funnel) 

Gliophorus psittacina (Parrot Waxcap) 

Xerula radicata (Rooting Toughshank) 



Foray Programme 2015 

Held in association with the British 

Mycological Society 

Bring strong footwear. Details about terrain and 

accessibility of sites can be obtained by contacting 

the foray leader.  

Most venues have their own website.  

Forays are planned so that they can continue into 

the afternoon. If you intend to so continue please 

bring food and drink.  

If travelling a considerable distance to a foray it is 

advisable to confirm with the leader that the foray 

is taking place, as on extremely rare occasions, 

forays have had to be changed at short notice. 

Changes will be on the NWFG website.  

 

Beginners are welcome at ALL forays.   

Please note that forays are not suitable for 

very small children.  

 

DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED.            

About the North West Fungus Group 

The North West Fungus Group is a regional um-

brella group aiming to promote an interest in fungi 

across the counties of Cheshire, Lancashire, 

Greater Manchester, Merseyside, Cumbria, Flint-

shire & Denbighshire.  

 

Benefits of membership include:- 

 

two newsletters per year. 

forays and special events. 

help and advice on a range of fungi related topics. 

 

Membership  

Individual membership - £7.50 

Family membership - £10.00  

Members joining after November 1st will receive 

membership for the following year.  

Please contact the Membership Secretary for 

a membership form. 

Officers 

Chair:   Dr. Irene Ridge, 

Smalley’s Farm, Whalley Old Road, Billington 

Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 9JF 

Tel. 01254 247274 

 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: 

 Liz Moore,  

48 Alan Road, Heaton Moor, 

Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4LE 

Tel. 0161-432-9124 

Recorder: Tony Carter    

                                  

NWFG Home Page:   

 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Sunday 13th September – Roudsea Wood, south 

Cumbria. 

 

Meet 10.30 am on the road by the Anglers Arms, 

Haverthwaite – we will park there and take full 

cars on for the final mile or so to Roudsea as 

parking there is limited. Via Newby Bridge A590 

west to Haverthwaite. Take B5278 left, the pub is 

directly in front of you. Roudsea woods location 

SD330827 (Sheet 97) (LA12 8AJ).  

Leader – Helen Speed (01539 733959). No dogs. 

Sunday 27th September – Rostherne Mere.  

 

Meet 10.30. Take the third turn on the left going 

south on the Chester Road (A556) from the 

M56 Jct 8. The car park  is 200 yards past the 

church on the left hand side SJ743833 (Sheet 109) 

(WA16 6SB). Or park on the road.  

Leader - Tim Rogers (07890949997). 

 

Friday 2nd October to Monday 5th October - 

Residential Foray at Keswick Convention Cen-

tre.  

 

Cost inc. meals, for members and for non-

members will be announced later. Booking form in 

Newsletter.  

 

Contact Irene Ridge (01254-247274) 

 

 

Sunday 4th October – BEGINNERS FORAY at 

Moore Nature Reserve, Warrington  

 

Meet 10.30. 2 miles south of Warrington on A56 

turn north to Moore at traffic lights at Higher 

Walton. 1 mile turn right, crossing railway and ship 

canal. Go to end of road to reach entrance. Car 

park to right of entrance road. SJ578855 (Sheet 

108). Leader - Paul  Hamlyn (0161-434-1401). 

 

Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th October  

 

National Fungus Day! 
 

THE NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP -  Tony Carter 
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Autumn is in the air! 

It has been a busy couple of months where we have been racing against the clock to 

survey some of the grasslands before they were cut. Since then, the team have 

been focusing on habitats that are still in full flower, where species such as Devil’s-

bit Scabious can be seen.  

 

We are now coming to the end of the habitat surveys for this year and the trainees 

will be writing up the survey reports over the autumn. However there are plenty of 

opportunities for you to still get out and about and record wildlife this autumn. 

  

Remember you can get in touch with us anytime on  

Lancashire 01772 324129,sgorman@lancswt.org.uk or Merseyside 0151 737 

4152 jsimons@lancswt.org.uk.   

You can also follow us on Facebook HERE, tweet us @Lancswildlife & 

use #wildlifecounts. 

Records 

 

Thank you for all your hard work recording wildlife over these last few months, the 

number of records coming into the Local Records Centres for our 70 Local Wildlife 

Sites has increased during April to June to 1296 records in Merseyside and 2917 

records in Lancashire! 

 

 The time has come for us to gather data up to September, if you have any records 

please submit them to your Local Records Centre (LERN/Merseyside Biobank) 

by Friday 2ndOctober. Details of how to submit your records can be found here  on 

our webpage. Don’t forget, we will include your records in our reports to the land-

owners.  So please do, keep your records coming and make them count! 

  

Volunteer conference 'My Wild Life' - Saturday 3rd October 

Organised in partnership with the Biodiverse Society, LWT are pleased to invite all of 

you who have volunteered to the Annual Volunteer Conference. The invitation is 

attached with full details for booking a place if you’d like to come along and make the 

day even more special.  Places are limited so please book as soon as possible be-

fore Monday 21st of September.  

 

To recognise and celebrate the contribution that volunteers make throughout the 

Trust we will be presenting the Volunteer Awards as part of the Conference.   

If you know a fellow volunteer who has gone the extra mile to support the work of 

the Wildlife Trust and you would like to nominate them for an award please read and 

complete the attached form and return it to Chaddon@lancswt.org.uk or The Wildlife 

Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and N. Merseyside, The Barn, Berkeley Drive, 

Bamber Bridge, Lancashire, PR5 6BY by Friday 18th September. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

Gain an AQA in Species Identification and Wildlife Surveying! 

AQAs are nationally recognised accreditations that have been designed for 

volunteers to gain recognition for the skills they have developed whilst 

volunteering. There are no exams to sit, it's all based on the number of 

volunteer hours you do and meeting a series of different outcomes. They 

are also free to Biodiverse Society Project volunteers! Interested?  

Contact Jules or Sarah to get started. 

  

The Trust is also running a training day on Job Application and Interview 

Techniques on Thurs 17th September.  

To book on, please contact Catherine Haddonchaddon@lancswt.org.uk 

Upcoming opportunities 

 

Our top ten species to 

record 

We need your help find-

ing sightings of a num-

ber of important species 

in Lancashire and North 

Merseyside, species to look out for in Autumn include Hedgehog and Brown 

Hare. Details can be found on our webpage. 

 

Volunteer Timesheet and Expenses 

If you have been going out on your own, please let us know when & 

how long you spent via the timesheet (attached).  This helps us to record 

your volunteering time.  You can also claim expenses for any journeys 

you have made, but please only submit these with a corresponding time-

sheet. 

  

Our Living Seas: Marine Awareness project consultation 

The Lancashire Wildlife Trust would like your thoughts about our living seas 

in order for us to continue campaigning & raising awareness of the amaz-

ing wildlife we can find locally as well as internationally & the need for 

Marine protection.   

 

Without this project, we could miss out on the many opportunities to involve 

people in ways to protect and save our ocean life from the many threats 

that face us all now. 

 

Please give us your support by completing this short survey  

http://www.lancswt.org.uk/living-seas 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT - the Biodiverse Society Team  
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Sun 13th Sept Meeting at 10am 

Lizard monitoring Meet at Ainsdale Discovery Centre. Join the North Merseyside Amphibian and Reptile Group (NMARG) for a Lizard monitoring training day along 

the Sefton Coast. Contact Mike Brown (NMARG) for further information, mb001b9658@blueyonder.co.uk 

Mon 21st to Weds 23rdSept 1 pm - 3 pm Urban Bryophytes 

Day 1 – Field identification 

Day 2 – Use of keys 

Day 3 – Use of microscopes Merseyside Biobank Join Biobank Manager Ben Deed for this 3 day workshop which will introduce beginners to key bryophyte species 

and how to use ID keys. Contact Catherine Haddon for more information and to book on  chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 

or 01772 324129. 

Sat 10thOct and/or Sun 11thOct  10am – 4pm Fungal Foray Weekend 

Sat – Indoor session at Merseyside Biobank followed by fungal foray at Clarke Gardens, Merseyside with Tony Carter 

Sun – Indoor and outdoor session at Cuerden Valley Park, Preston with John Watt. 

Sat – Merseyside Biobank and foray at Clarke Gardens, Merseyside 

Sun – The Barn, Cuerden Valley Park, Preston Celebrate National Fungus Weekend by joining Tony Carter, John Watt and Jeanette Maddy from the North West 

Fungus Group (NWFG) to improve your skills in the identification of fungus. Contact Catherine Haddon for more information and to book 

on  chaddon@lancswt.org.uk  or 01772 324129. 

Sat 24thOct 10 – 4 pm Fungi Foray 

Fishwick Bottoms LNR, Preston Join John Watt from the North West Fungus Group to improve your skills in the identification of fungus. Contact Catherine Had-

don for more information and to book on  chaddon@lancswt.org.uk or 01772 324129. 

Other events 

Local Naturalist Groups also have loads of great opportunities for practising your ID & meeting other likeminded people.   They always welcome new members & 

volunteers, so get in touch with them directly to find out how you can join in.  Please note that some events are members only & some may have a small cost, click 

the hyperlinks below to go to the individual group, find out more & book on: 

Sat 5th Sept - Merseyside Naturalists' Association – Burton Mere Wetlands, RSPB  

Wed 9th Sept - West Lancs Wildlife Group – Predators of Liverpool Bay, Matthew Clough 

Fri 11th Sept - Lancashire Wildlife Trust – Wildlife snapshot: bats, moths and small mammals, The Croft, Croston 

Fri 11th Sept - Lancashire Moth Group  -  Moth night, Altcar MOD, Hightown 

Sat 12th Sept - Liverpool Botany Society - City Centre Wildflowers, Liverpool 

Sat 12th Sept - Lancashire Moth Group  - Moth night, National Trust, Formby 

Weds 16th Sept - North Lancs Wildlife Group – Tree Walk in Williamson Park, Lancaster 

Sun 20th Sept - Cheshire Active Naturalists- Hoverfly ID Workshop * you need to be a member 

Sat 26th Sep - Merseyside Naturalists' Association – Halsall to Burscough Bridge 

Sun 4th Oct -  Lancashire Botany Group -  (joint with BSBI) - Marshside, Southport (saltmarsh) 

Sun 4th Oct - North West Fungus Group – BEGINNERS FORAY at Moore Nature Reserve, Warrington 

Wed 7th Oct – West Lancs Wildlife Group - 27 Years of managing the Sefton Coast, Dave McAleavy 

Sat 10th Oct -  Liverpool Botany Society – Marshside, Southport 

Sat 17th Oct - North West Fungus Group – Mere Sands Wood Fungal Foray 

Sun 18th Oct - North West Fungus Group – Raven Meols Hills, Formby 

Sat 31st Oct - Liverpool Botany Society – Calderstones Park, Liverpool 

Wed 18th Nov - West Lancs Wildlife Group – Eastern Mediterranean Spring, Ron Jackson 

  

Health & Safety 

If you are interested in carrying out any surveys under the project, you will need to read & sign a volunteer induction form (attached). You can email a scanned 

copy back to us, hand it to us at the next event or post a copy to the address below. 

If you are not already a registered LWT volunteer, you can do this HERE.   

This will cover you for insurance when out surveying, you will hear about other opportunities from around The Trust and be able to log your time as a volunteer. 

Please give us your support by completing this short survey     http://www.lancswt.org.uk/living-seas 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT - the Biodiverse Society Team  
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Left to right, top to bottom 

 

Amy Weir at Eric Hardy Reserve 

 

Grey Squirrel on bird feeder in Childwall 

 

Dung fly (Scathophaga stercoraria) at Court Hey 

Park 

 

Sicus ferrugineus at Court Hey Park 

 

Volucella cf inanis at Court Hey Park* 

 

Green Shield bug  (Palomena prasina) in Childwall 

 

Leucozona Glaucia at Halewood Triangle 

 

Sloe Shield bug (Dolcoris baccarum) on the 

Birkdale Sands Nature Reserve dunes 

 

Forest Shield bug (Pentatoma rufipes) at Hamp-

shire 

 

*The  bright yellow 2nd tergite is indicative of 

V.inanis. The V.zonaria 2nd tergite is chestnut 

brown. 

Id Guide at http://www.opalwestmidlands.org/

volucella_hovers/Volucella.html 

Image by Hugh Harris 

Image by Hugh Harris Image by John Fisher 20/8/15 

http://www.opalwestmidlands.org/volucella_hovers/Volucella.html
http://www.opalwestmidlands.org/volucella_hovers/Volucella.html


 

MBAN IMAGES DURING JULY AUGUST 

Page 17 Merseyside Nature 

Left to right, top to bottom 

 

Amy Weir  using a quadrat  for surveying with the 

Biodiverse Society at Otterspool 

Sandhill Rustic moth (Luperina nicklerlii) 

Southern Hawker (Aeshna cyanea) in West Derby 

 

 

Common darter mating at Brockholes 

Common darter in Woolton garden 

Common Blue damselfly at Brockholes 

 

Elephant Hawkmoth larvae having fed on fuchia, 

looking to find a place to pupate in Wavertree 

Cinnabar Moth larvae at Birkdale 

 

Red Underwing Moth (Catocala nupta ) Court Hey 

Park 

Six-spot Burnet (Zygaena filipendulae) at Birkdale 

 

Image by Sue Marley 

Image by Debbie Jude 

Image by Ben Deed 

Image by Richard Burkmar 

Image by Sharon 12/8/15 

Image by Hugh Harris 



...Story continued 

Tegs was ashamed to show that even 

some mites, cousins of the spider, 

passed deadly viruses. Planes have 

been brought down. Ships have been 

sunk and computers destroyed.  

Humans think nuclear meltdowns are 

accidents, often they are not.  There 

are hundreds of insects killed every 

day on motorways. These are suicide 

attacks attempting to cause fatal 

accidents, all is the work of CONFLAB. 

 

Insect members of OBIS live by the 

treaty agreed with humans long ago. 

For it to work, spiders were given 

the freedom forever to eat any in-

sect without harm, retaliation or 

hindrance while maintaining their 

role . They are the Guardians who 

remember and enforce the ancient 

laws. 

All we insects do agree, 

To keep laws for eternity 

Listen well and do no wrong,  

Remember through the OBIS song. 

Spiders will forever strive, 

and keep the code always alive. 

 

Never sting, never bite, 

Never cause humans fright. 

Never make a person ill  

Or carry sickness that can kill. 

Enter if a home is empty, 

eat plants only when there’s plenty. 

Not too many in one place, 

except in garage or dark roof space. 

 

Not to worry about thatched roof, 

But keep to the code and stay aloof. 

In deep cellars you may stay, 

as long as you keep out the way. 

Guardians will forever roam, 

To preserve each human’s home. 

At doors and windows they will stay,   

defending people every day. 

Watching humans where they can,  

keeping safe the homes of man. 

“Humans have forgotten the treaty. 

They now wage war at an unprece-

dented level in an unacceptable way, 

killing harmless, peaceful insects, 

even flouting their own Geneva Con-

vention using poison, germ warfare, 

nerve gas and attacks on habitats 

and food sources such as wild flow-

ers.   

 

For thousands of years OBIS has 

enforced the code but new and dis-

ruptive elements think the treaty is 

void and seek amendments to start 

an all scale war. The meeting be-

tween the two groups is today at the 

Old Hall Museum.  

 

Hide me quick, just in case your mum 

comes”, said Tegs. 

 

“But I am only a young girl in a 

wheelchair. How can I make a differ-

ence”, said Hope. 

 

“In this world everyone and anyone 

can make a difference, they only 

have to work together and believe 

and try and I do not know why it must 

be you. All I know is, that it is you in 

my vision of the future”, firmly re-

plied Tegs. 

 

“I am due to attend a seminar at the 

Old Hall Museum today”, said Hope. 

“We can go together.” 

 

“Hope, I’m just off out, you will you be 

alright won’t you. I know you have 

lots of schoolwork to finish”, said her 

mum. “Sandwiches are in the fridge, 

bye, love you.”  

 

“I’m fine, Cough, Bye Mum, take care. 

Love you too, Cough, answered Hope, 

her voice returning.  

 

“ Byee, sounds like you have a cold 

coming on, wrap up and keep warm”, 

replied Hope’s mum, before slam-

ming the door shut. 

 

Not wanting him to get hurt from the 

journey Hope put Tegs in a small 

plastic box lined with cotton wool and 

set out for the museum. As she left 

the house the sun came out and Hope 

entered a new world.  

 

Deep in the branches of the Ivy 

growing over the door she could 

hear a mother Shield bug scold her 

children, telling them to stay close 

and hide under the leaves. 

 

As she wheeled down the path she 

heard Honey bees shouting to each 

other, saying, “been there, been 

there, been there, hurry we need 

more food for the kids” 

 

A knock came from inside the box 

and she opened it.  

 

Hope it’s a bit dry in there, I’m 

parched”, said the spider. Hope 

poured a little water from her drinks 

bottle and soaked the cotton wool 

and Tegs drank heartily.  

 

A striped fly flew past and hovered 

over a dandelion shouting “Hi Tegs 

remember me, I’m a Marmalade fly. 

You won’t be having me on toast 

today, Ha, Ha, Ha” 

 

“Pretty sneaky group them hovers 

when teenagers and like to be funny.  

 

Don’t turn your back on one. Hard to 

tell them from bees and wasps or 

know which side they are on. When 

they are very young they often sup-

port OBIS but they can be turned by 

extremists and then attack humans. 

When they grow older and wise up, 

most are pretty harmless and do a 

HOPE AND THE GUARDIANS OF THE CODE - A FICTIONAL NATURE STORY - PART 2 OF 3 - R.J.Jude 
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A highly 

anthropogenic 

fictional story in  

3 parts.  

A parody of human 

ideas of 

beneficial/harmful 

insects taken to 

the extreme.  

Tegenaria domestica, , Female, Denis Schu-

bert, Wikicommons 

Tegenaria atrica, Male,  Kurt Kulac, Wikicom-

mons 



good job pollinating flowers and the 

majority do support OBIS”, said Tegs. 

 

It took an hour to get to the bottom of 

the hill. Mostly because Hope kept stop-

ping to listen. She was astounded by the 

variety of insect conversations.  

 

A group of male dragonflies, all carrying 

a large dead fly chased a young girl 

dragonfly yelling, “Come back, we have 

presents for you, how about a date.” 

  

Flying away as fast as she could, Hope 

heard her laughingly shout back, “No 

chance boys, got far too many boy-

friends already.”  

 

Hope briefly eavesdropped on an argu-

ment between two insects feeding on 

the brown fading flowers of a Buddleia.  

 

The colourful red and black butterfly 

shouted angrily as she barged away the 

white, “I cannot see why you can’t bring 

your children up properly. Fancy letting 

them eat cabbages, it will cause no end 

of trouble. Mmm, delicious nectar”  

 

“Oh shut up Mrs Admiral, keep your 

feelers on, my family just hate nettles, 

they are quite inedible. You’re right 

though, best nectar I’ve had this year.”      

 

A small black and yellow ladybird shuf-

fled her larva along, showing them all 

the best places to find juicy food and 

fresh dewdrops warning them of the 

dangers of birds and telling them. “It’s 

our job to help humans and protect the 

flowers.”  Can’t stand those new Harle-

quin neighbours  too big and bossy” 

 

A large, patchy, multicoloured ladybird 

muttered, “Not just yellow, but a Brown-

noser.”, then turned, saw Tegs, blushed 

vivid scarlet and shouted, “doing a fine 

job eating those aphids my friend.”  

“Come on Miss Nosey. No need to 

listen in to everyone, we haven’t that 

much time”, said Tegs to Hope. 

 

“It’s just so fascinating, I didn’t real-

ise”, replied Hope. 

 

A wasp chewed on a wooden post. 

She saw Tegs and hollered, “Hello 

Guardian, this is just an old fence, I’m 

just topping up on my building sup-

plies. I collected aphids yesterday.”  

“Fine by me, nothing against the code 

there”, shouted back Tegs. 

 

It was a steep hill climb to the Old 

Hall Museum and Hope had become 

both mentally and physically very 

tired.  As they rested, out of the wind, 

in the shade, a large black and white 

striped fly buzzed around them and 

then landed quietly on Hope’s neck.  

 

Hope did not feel it when it bit. But 

Tegs leapt out and grasped the insect 

around the throat, which shrieked in 

fear.  

 

“Be merciful, I meant no real harm. I 

just needed a little blood so I could 

lay my eggs” 

 

Hope pleaded, “Tegs, please let her 

go. I cannot bear her cries. It did not 

hurt and the blood was only a tiny 

amount, part of a gift from many 

strangers who cared for others’ 

lives. I know now how wrong I have 

been not to venerate all life” and with 

that plea the spider relented.  But 

before it flew away, Tegs grasped the 

Horse fly closer and said “You’re a 

very lucky girl” and something that 

Hope could not quite hear. 

 

Further along the path, edged by long 

meadow grass and tall flowering 

shrubs, a snail trail shone against the 

tarmac and Tegs leapt down. “It’s a 

message. Normally these messages 

are pretty dull and boring, mostly 

things like, come to my house for 

dinner, looking for a place to live or 

this way to the damp spots but this 

was something entirely different. It is 

a call for insect representatives to 

attend the meeting in the cellar.” 

 

Hope and Tegs went into the muse-

um. It was quiet. All the human stu-

dents and teachers were at the 

seminar. They saw large numbers of 

ants shifting a wooden trap door in 

the passageway.  

 

“How can I get down there?” said 

Hope.   

Tegs spoke briefly to the museum 

Guardian who then shouted loudly 

“Spiders”  

 

“Hope, do you know that spider silk is 

the strongest fibre in the world? ”  

With that hundreds of spiders ap-

peared and began to make a rope 

cradle which was very quickly woven. 

 

 They lifted up Hope in her wheel-

chair and lowered it down into the 

deep dark cellar where insects of all 

species sat around an old oak table.  

From every seat and crevice of the 

ornate chairs, from cracks in the 

walls, hanging from the ceiling lights 

and shades, multiple compound eyes 

brightly shone.  They were from all 

over the world. Hope recognised 

some from her lessons. Soldier Ants 

and Butterflies from the Amazon, 

Grasshoppers from Russia, Locusts 

from Africa, Spiders from Australia, 

Dung and Scarab beetles from Egypt, 

Blue and Green Bottles from Europe.  

Dragonflies from China and huge 

colourful Monarch butterflies from 

the USA. ...TBC 
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A new look at 

spiders for those 

with arachnophobia 

Did you know?  

Newly identified 

compounds in  spider 

venom could help treat 

chronic pain in humans 

Sometimes spiders do appear to 

communicate  with us in spider 

semaphore. 

 

This image of a Heliphanus was cut 

from a Facebook film by Jennie 

Louise Cox  This fascinating film  

footage showed the spider seemingly 

responding to her finger movements. 



Events are run throughout the year by  

Liverpool Museum.   

These include  Mammal Trapping at Knowsley Park and 

other venues.  

Please contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk for  

details and to book places. Museum collections are open to 

amateur naturalists and volunteers (by appointment)  

Other activity events 

Knowsley: www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/

events.aspx 

Liverpool Parks: liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events 

Wildlife Trust: www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on 

Court Hey Park: www.courtheypark.co.uk 

National Wildflower Centre: www.nwc.org.uk/events 

North West Fungus Group 

There are forays and special events, 

with help and advice on a range of 

fungi related topics. 

NWFG Home Page: http://

www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Liverpool Botanical Society 

www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk 

 

Merseyside Naturalist Association 

The MNA organize informal nature events in-

cluding field trips, talks and practical sessions  

Visit www.mnapage.info for the programme of 

events 

Merseyside & West Lancashire Bat Group 

The group runs events and training throughout the year 

check the group website, twitter or Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook links require membership of 

Facebook 

Some links may additionally require permission which 

can be obtained by contacting the group over Facebook 

as a pre-requisite. These links are increasingly becom-

ing a major contact point for rapidly expanding natu-

ralist groups and volunteers. Interested then link to:  

 

Merseyside BioBank  

www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank 

 

MBAN 

www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/ 

 

UK Hoverflies 

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

 

WeBS 

www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/119829941488294/ 

 

British Wildlife Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/415160405188412/ 

 

Lancashire Mammal Group 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-

Mammal-Group/169476803103866? 

 

BTO Garden Birdwatch 

https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch 

 

RSPB 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature 

 

British Spider ID 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/829354860449271/ 

 

British Mycological Society (BMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/ 

 

Conopids 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/ 

EVENTS SUMMARY 
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Interested in arranging one 

yourself next year?  

 

For advice contact 

ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk 

 

HELP! BIRDERS STILL NEEDED 

 

The Mersey Estuary is one of 

Britain’s best wetlands. We know 

this because each month we count 

the waterfowl as part of the 

national Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBS).   

However, we need ‘new blood’ 

volunteers. You don’t need to be 

an experienced wildfowl counter, 

though you should be able to 

identify common waders and 

wildfowl.  If you think you can help 

then please email Dermot Smith at 

dermot.smith71@gmail.com or 

phone 07505 418832 for further 

details.  

For more information plus recent 

reports and photos visit the 

Mersey Estuary WeBS page on 

Facebook 
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Booking is essential for Sefton Coast events 

Call 01519342964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walks last around 2.5-3 hours and require good 

footwear. The walk may include  small hills and 

undulations. It would also be advisable to wear 

appropriate clothing for the day.  

 

Heritage &  Health Walks 

“Discover the heritage along with coastline with a 

series of walks. Part of the Sefton Coast Land-

scape Partnership scheme” 

“The walks will take you through a variety of 

habitats including woodlands, sand dunes and 

beach walks” 

 

Other Events 

Why not visit Facebook page SeftonCoast? 

RSPB Merseyside SUMMER 2015.  

Details copied from RSPB Events Page 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/

discoverandenjoynature/seenature/events/

results.aspx 

RSPB Tel: 01704 226190 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Man-

chester and North Merseyside.  

Details from  

http://www.lancswt.org.uk/whats-on 

Biodiverse Society Training y 

Online Recording (beginners course) 

 

Online Recording databases are an easy way for 

recorders to securely store their own records 

whilst making them available to the Local Records 

Centre. 

Time: 6-8pm 

Location: Merseyside BioBank, Court Hey Park 

Contact: For more information and to book on 

contact Catherine Haddon on 

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk, 01772 324129 

Tuesday 18th August 

Invasive Non-native Species (INNS Surveying) 

 

Join Senior Conservation Officer John Lamb to learn 

about the late signs of identifying invasive species; 

covering identifications, misidentifications and erad-

ication techniques. 

Time: 10-12pm 

Location: Fishwick Bottoms LNR, Preston 

Contact For more information and to book on 

contact Catherine Haddon on 

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk, 01772 324129t to Wednes-

day 23rd September 

Urban Bryophytes 

 

Join Merseyside BioBank Manager Ben Deed for this 

three day workshop which will introduce beginners 

to the identification of key species and how to use 

keys. 

Day 1 (Monday 21st Sept) - Field identification 

Day 2 (Tuesday 22nd Sept) - Use of keys 

Day 3 (Wednesday 23rd Sept) - Use of micro-

scopes 

Time: 1pm-3pm 

Location: Merseyside BioBank, Court Hey Park 

Contact: Catherine Haddon at 

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 

Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th October 

Fungal Foray Weekend 

 

Celebrate National Fungus Weekend by joining Tony 

Carter and John Watt from the North West Fungus 

Group (NWFG) to improve your skills in the identifica-

tion of fungus 

Time: 10am-4pm 

Location: Sat 10th Oct: Indoor session at Merseyside 

BioBank followed by a fungal foray at Clarke 

Gardens, Merseyside with Tony Carter. 

Sun 11th Oct: The Barn, Cuerden Valley Park, 

Preston with John Watt. This session will involve an 

outdoor fungal foray and indoor session identifying 

using microscopes and making spore prints. 

Contact: For more information and to book on con-

tact Catherine Haddon on 

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk, 01772 324129 

 

Fungal Foray at Fishwick Bottoms 

 

Join John Watt from the North West Fungus Group 

(NWFG) to improve your skills in the identification of 

fungus. 

Time: 10-4pm 

Location: Fishwick Bottoms LNR, Preston 

Contact For more information and to book on 

contact Catherine Haddon on 

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk, 01772 324129 
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