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Naturalists are always welcome at MBB 

and can make use of the available library, 

equipment and facilities 

An early visitor Polygonia c-album to Court Hey Park. Cropped Facebook Image. Original by Julia Simons.   
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This lovely 19th century public park has a walled botanic garden and a Grade II 

listed curator’s lodge. 

Liverpool Botanic Gardens have a history which dates back to 1802 when they 

were located in Mount Pleasant near the city centre. Since then they have 

relocated to Wavertree (1830s), and the Harthill Estate in Calderstones Park 

(1950s) and became the new home of the historic Botanic Garden founded by 

William Roscoe until the glasshouses closed in 1983. The plants were dispersed 

to the Eden Project, Cornwall, Croxteth Park Liverpool, Chester Zoo, Sheffield 

and Kew.  

 

Stephen Lyus recently gave a fascinating and detailed presentation on 

‘Liverpool’s Botanic Gardens, 1802 - 2015’ curators and their collections to 

the Liverpool Botanical Society, at the World Museum in November 2015. The 

historical and political landscape has been an important factor in their contin-

ued existence.    

Wavertree Botanic Garden and Park, SJ374902 is an example of a mid-19th 

century public park whose primary purpose was educational in the scientific 

study of living plant specimens and a secondary purpose as pleasure gardens. 

It incorporates an earlier walled botanic garden, founded by William Roscoe 

philanthropist and botanist as Liverpool Botanic Garden and relocated from 

land near Mount Pleasant in the 1830’s. Before this outlying district of Liver-

pool was developed into housing estates sandstone outcrops gave an interest-

ing bryophyte flora to the Wavertree landscape.  

The gardens include the Grade II curator's lodge built between 1836-1837. 

1866: the Royal Horticultural Society held their first provincial show there. 

1909: Herbarium moved to City Museum and Botany Department created. 

On 20th November 1940 a stray German bomb caused all the glass in the 

botanic glasshouse to be broken, the plants inside were shredded. As it was 

winter, everyone helped remove the surviving plants into nearby private 

glasshouses until the war ended.  

The Orchids were located at Sudley House. The botanic glasshouse was 

never reinstated after the war, but due to the major efforts by Percy Conn, 

the new Superintendent of Liverpool Parks, who had the vision to revive the 

work of William Roscoe & John Shepherd in the Mount Pleasant days, the 

Liverpool Botanic Garden arose anew in the Harthill Estate grounds at 

Calderstones Park. 

1950: Percy Conn, former Orchid foreman at  Kew, was appointed Superin-

tendent of Liverpool Parks and made the ‘Liverpool Orchids’ legendary as 

well creating comprehensive collections of tropical Nepenthes and carnivo-

rous Sarracenias. 

1964-1979: the ‘good times’ with skilled horticulturalists in the parks. 

1979: the decline starts 

1983: glasshouses closed – no plants for 1984 International Garden Festival, 

End of Harthills, “Harthill Six”, experienced staff leave. 

1984-2001: Liverpool Parks’ specimen plants seen only at Southport Flower 

Shows, 1985 Garden Festival, and 2008 Chelsea Year of Culture (Mr. Ros-

coe’s Garden). 

2007/08: Final move; Liverpool City Council outsources its parks to a com-

mercial contractor and moves plants. 

On 22 August 2013 the Wavertree Botanic Park and Gardens were listed at 

Grade II in the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens.  

In 1886 the International Exhibition of Navigation, Commerce and Industry 

was held here.  

2015: Council proposes new management structures for its parks and to 

keep famous botanical collections safe. 

Facilities and attractions at Wavertree Botanic Gardens 

Visitors can get a feel of the garden that once played a central role in the 

recreational and cultural life of Liverpool, before the destruction of the 

great glasshouses during World War 11. Attractions include: 

Walled garden. 

Site of the great glasshouses and ancillary buildings. 

Site of the ornamental fountain. 

Curator’s lodge. 

Current site of the Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny statues. 

Ornamental carpet bedding. 

Site of the fishpond. 

Site of the summerhouse. 

Site of the aviary. 

Active park friends group. 

Children's play area (swings, multi-play, junior multi-play, roundabout, 

spring mobile). 

HH@LBS 

WAVERTREE BOTANIC GARDENS, LIVERPOOL  - Hugh Harris 
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WikiCommons Botanic Gardens lodge: Image by Rept0n1x 

WikiCommons Wavetree Botanic Gardens: Image by  John Bradley 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Roscoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Roscoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calderstones_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Register_of_Historic_Parks_and_Gardens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Exhibition_of_Navigation,_Commerce_and_Industry_(1886)


Ben Deed, Information Officer at the Merseyside Biobank has expressed great surprise to learn that there have been no reported sightings of moles, or mole-

hills in two 10 km2 areas in the centre of Liverpool in the past 10 years, and is concerned to discover the true state of affairs regarding these rather enigmat-

ic animals.  
 

The European mole is a mammal with the scientific name Talpa europaea, the male mole being 

called a boar, the female, a sow. 
 

 

If you are lucky enough to see one, a mole has a very distinctive appearance with a rounded body, 

velvety, grey-black fur, large, spade-like claws that face backwards, a short, furry tail, tiny eyes and 

a fleshy, pink, pointed snout.  

Moles have 44 teeth, more than any other mammal in the UK. Being fiercely territorial, they use their 

canine teeth to drive off other moles that invade their space. Moles vary in size between about 113-

159 mm with a tail of 25-40 mm. They weigh between 72-128 g, the males usually being larger. 
 

 

Moles are found throughout Britain but not in Northern Ireland. They are present in most habitats where the soil is deep enough to allow tunnelling such as 

gardens, uplands, grassland, mixed woodland and arable land; but they are uncommon in coniferous forests and in sand dunes, probably because their prey is 

scarce. Opinion is divided on their frequency on moorland. 
 

As moles are rarely seen above ground, their presence is detected by the sighting of molehills that usually appear in the spring, summer and autumn. Rec-

ords of these form an extremely important part of our records of UK wildlife. You might find molehills throughout the garden - they are especially conspicu-

ous on lawns, much to the annoyance of some gardeners as well as in woods, fields, grassland and parks. People have also reported molehills on the central 

reservations of dual carriageways. 
 

Moles are very active animals, working both day and night, only stopping for short periods of rest. They spend almost their entire lives underground in a 

system of permanent and semi-permanent tunnels, hence the rarity of the sightings of the animals themselves. Moles can move around 6 kilos of soil every 

20 minutes – the equivalent to a 70-kilo (11 stone) human moving approximately 4 tons of soil in 20 minutes! 

Surface tunnels are usually short-lived and occur in newly cultivated fields, as well as in areas of light sandy soil and in very shallow soils where prey is 

concentrated just below the surface. More usually, a system of permanent deep burrows form a complex network running for hundreds of metres at varying 

depths in the soil. The deepest tunnels are used most during droughts and cold periods. Permanent tunnels are used repeatedly for feeding over long periods 

of time, sometimes by several generations. 
 

Despite spending so much time in soil, moles keep themselves remarkably 

clean because their fur is waterproof.  Additionally, the short fur can lay in 

any direction, so the mole can move forwards or backwards in a tunnel, with-

out jamming its hair in the tunnel walls. Moles can do a complete U-turn any-

where in their network of underground tunnels.  If you imagine yourself in 

total darkness, in a long tunnel, the same width as that of your shoulders, and 

having to turn around and go back the way you came, you may gain some idea 

of the physical skill involved. 
 

Most moles don't live beyond 3 years although they may survive up to 6 years 

if they can avoid predation, particularly by tawny owls, buzzards, stoats, cats 

and dogs. Vehicles, particularly ones used in agriculture also add to the death 

toll.  

Humans also deliberately kill many as they are viewed, by some, as pests of 

agriculture and gardens.  
 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE MOLES GONE? - Jim Pearson 
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Talpa europaea,  WikiCommons, photo by Michael David Hill, 

2005  

Mole Hills: spotted en route to WeBS Count on Hale shoreline 20/2/16. These are in 

Hale Park, there are others along the grass verges in Ramsbrook Lane (village end). 

Image and quote by Hugh Harris 



Earthworms are the most important component of the mole's diet; an 80g mole needs 50g of earthworms per day but will only eat enough worms to satisfy its 

appetite. Surplus worms are immobilised by a bite to the head segment, and then stored in a special part of the tunnel, known as the 'moles larder'; as many as 

470 such worms have been recorded in one chamber. Before eating earthworms, moles pull them between their squeezed paws to force the collected earth and 

dirt out of the worm's gut. Moles may sometimes also consume lizards and tiny snakes. 

 

Male and female moles are solitary for most of the year, occupying exclusive territories. At the start of the breeding season males enlarge their territories, 

tunnelling in search of females. Within these systems moles construct one or more spherical nest chambers, each lined with a ball of dry plant material; these 

are used for sleeping and for raising young. A litter of 3 or 4 naked babies is born in the spring. Their fur starts to grow at 14 days, eyes open at 22 days and they 

are weaned after 4-5 weeks. The young start to leave the nest at 33 days and disperse from their mother's range at 5-6 weeks. Dispersal takes place above 

ground and is a time of great danger. Moles are sexually mature in the spring following their birth.  
 

Moles have no legal protection in the U.K. and are frequently regarded as pests by farmers, horticulturists and green-keepers. Surface tunnelling in newly plant-

ed fields may disturb plant roots so much that they will wilt and die. Molehills cause damage to farm machinery and also cause contamination of grass used to 

make silage. At the beginning of the century moles were trapped in large numbers for their pelts but today they are killed as pests; this is done by trapping, which 

can be cruel.  They used to be poisoned using strychnine  a poison that is slow and agonizing, and highly dangerous to other wildlife, domestic animals and hu-

mans. Nowadays it is illegal to use this for poisoning moles or any other animals.  

 

In the late 1800's moleskin clothing was fashionable in Britain, and there were professional mole catchers, known as "Wanters", whose sole job was to kill and 

skin huge numbers of moles.  By 1905 over a million skins a year were being sold in London, and twelve million a year were being sent to the United States 

Moles, however, can be beneficial to man, preying on many harmful insect larvae such as cockchafers and carrot fly, while tunnels help drain and aerate heavy 

soils. 

Editors note:: Today’s modern Moleskin Clothing is made from a heavy cotton fabric cotton that has a soft feel  that wears well.  

No moles are harmed in the manufacturing process. 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE MOLES GONE? - Jim Pearson 
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MBAN MOLE MAP SEARCH AREA WITH PERMISSION OF MARK PRITCHARD 

Evening MBAN members, 

 

So I don’t know much about moles, but after Ben mentioned the other week having no rec-

ords of Moles/molehills in SJ39 or SJ38 I have been keeping my eye out, unfortunately not 

found any in those areas (yet), though I did find molehills today (pictured) just on the edge 

of SJ39 in playing fields near the East Lancs road not far from the Showcase cinema in the 

Croxteth/Gilmoss area. 

 

 

 

 

 

I also came across molehills in Netherley yesterday driving down Caldway Drive near the Golf 

driving range, but again that is outside of SJ39. 

 

Looking at SJ39 on a map top down my best guess for potentially finding any in this area would 

have to be the green sites of Fazakerley, perhaps around the Aintree University Hospital, which is 

less than a mile from the molehills I found today. Walton Hall park is also nearby and could yield 

some decent records.  

 

What a great motivator to get out and do some recording.  
Sighting and image of molehills by Mark Pritchard  



It has been a strange winter. Being so warm and wet, some fungi seem to 

think it is still autumn and have been fruiting later. Some seem to think it is 

already spring. 

 

The winter period is a time when bracket and crust fungi shed their spores 

and are usually at their best. A lot of microfungi are busy doing their work 

now that the vegetation has started to die back. 

 

Most of the species grow in protected, damp spaces under logs, on fallen 

branches, sticks and leaf litter.  

 

Now that the brambles have lost their vigour, it easier to get into the under-

growth to look for them. Many local parks have been pruning and clearing up 

dead wood blown down in recent gales. This has been conveniently stacked in 

piles and is available for rummaging around. 

 

The wet weather has also been of benefit as many species quickly dehydrate 

and are only visible or at their best after rain.  

 

One winter specialist is Flammulina velutipes (Velvet Shank). Related to the 

edible Japanese Enoki mushroom, it can withstand being repeatedly frozen.  

It is common on stumps and can be found in most local parks, this in the Eric 

Hardy Reserve. Cultures of this species were sent up in a space shuttle to see 

how they reacted to low gravity.  

 

Schizophyllum commune (Split Gill) can now be found on fallen beech trees, 

these were in Calderstones Park. It has to be seen from the underside to 

understand why it is so called. 

 

A much rarer relative, Schizophyllum amplum (Poplar Bells), was showing on a 

stack of poplar twigs at Speke Hall. This is a small species that requires rain to 

be seen properly. 

A spring lover is the ascomycete, Sarcoscypha austriaca (Scarlet Elf Cup), this 

group at Allerton Golf Course. Ascomycetes shoot their spores from a tube or 

ascus. 

 

Brain and jelly fungi also require wet weather. A group of Bulgaria inquinans 

(Black Bulgar), was on a fallen Beech at Calderstones Park but had completely 

dried up when I passed two days later. 

WINTER WANDERINGS  - Tony Carter 

Page 5 Merseyside Nture 

Schizophylum amplum 

Sarcoscypha austriaca (Scarlet Elf Cup) 

Flammulina velutipes (Velvet Shank) 



This species is often confused with Exidia glandulosa (Witches Butter) from 

Court Hey Park. The Bulgaria is an ascomycete, a spore shooter. The Exidias are 

basidiomycetes, spore droppers.  

 

A quick test is to touch the Bulgaria as the black spores stain the fingers. 

 

Tremella mesenterica (Yellow Brain) can usually be found, after rain, on dead 

gorse growing on The Bund at Speke Hall.  

 

Also in a pile of twigs on The Bund, this very unusual and rare Episphaeria frax-

inicola turned up. It is one of the smallest basidiomycetes.  

 

The photograph is x40 which may explain why it is not found very often. It has 

also been found at Allerton Tower. Perhaps Liverpool is an Episphaeria hotspot. 

 

WINTER WANDERINGS  - Tony Carter 

Page 6 Merseyside Nture 

Phlebia radiata (Wrinkled Crust) can be very spectacular when it forms a 

large expanse along the length of a trunk, this one on the same fallen beech 

at Calderstones Park. 

 

Oyster mushrooms prosper in wintertime. Sarcomyxa serotina (Olive Oys-

ter) on beech at Calderstones Park. So do the smaller Oysterlings.  

 

 

A number of Crepidotus species can usually be seen inhabiting small sticks 

and plant remains. They all look the same and can only be properly separated 

using a microscope.  

Tremella mesenterica (Yellow Brain)  
Bulgaria inquinans (Black Bulgar) 

Exidia glandulosa 

Episphaeria fraxinicola  



Sarcomyxa serotina 

WINTER WANDERINGS  - Tony Carter 
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Phlebia radiata (Wrinkled Crust)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Crepidotus epibryus was seen in Stockton’s Wood. 

 

The winter months can produce a wealth of fungi and a walk in the rain can be 

very rewarding. 

Crepidotus epibryus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team at Knowsley Safari Park strive to protect the species that live alongside us, both within the Knowsley Estate and in our local area. We want to enable 

them to thrive by ensuring we do not take them for granted and conduct our activities in a way that ensures we do not impact on their survival. By encouraging 

our visitors to explore and appreciate the natural world around them we hope that they will be inspired to care for the flora and fauna in their own backyards. GET 

INVOLVED! Alongside local experts we host events for visitors to encounter and discover more about species living in their own backyards - keep checking our 

events page for future announcements. http://www.knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk/backyardspecies/, Backyard Species, Online , 26/1/2016  "Have arranged a 

number of trapping sessions at the safari park this spring and summer, will be the last week of the month probably Tuesday and Wednesday morning,. They would 

be happy for any other volunteers to come along, although suggest they contact me first to get some idea of numbers." 

Wishing to volunteer? Contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk  

MESSAGE FROM TONY PARKER TO VOLUNTEERS 

http://www.knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk/backyardspecies/
mailto:Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk


 

MBAN FACEBOOK IMAGES 
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 Redpoll : Image by Sue Marley 

Northern pintail (Anas acuta), male: Image  by Sue Marley 

Northern pintail (Anas acuta), female:  Image by S. Marley 

Siskin (Carduelis spinus): Image by Sue Marley 

Eurasian Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris ): Image Steve McWilliam 

Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus): Image by Steve McWilliam 



 

MBAN FACEBOOK IMAGES 
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European Robin (Erithacus rubecula): Image by Steve McWilliam 

Redwing  (Turdus iliacus): Image by Steve McWilliam 

European Robin (Erithacus rubecula) : Image by Hugh Harris 

 Redpoll : Image by Steve McWilliam 

Brown Rat  burrow,  Netherley:  Image by Mark Pritchard 

Stock Dove (Columba oenas) : Image by Steve McWilliam 



 

MBAN FACEBOOK IMAGES 

Page 10 Merseyside Nture 

Great crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus): Image by Steve McWilliam 

European Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis): Image by Steve McWilliam 

Dark form of Marmalade hoverfly (Episyrphus balteatus): Image by B.Jude 

Carrion Crow (Corvus corone): Image by Steve McWilliam 

Mining Bee (Andrena Clarkella), male: Image by B.Jude 

Mining Bee (Andrena Clarkella), mating pair: Image by B. Jude 
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Introduction to Botany 
April to June 2016 

 

April 22nd:  Intro to Botany—Flower 

structure & families 
A close look at the structure of flowers & a discussion 

about plant families. 6pm-8.30pm  at the BioBank, 

Court Hey Park, Huyton 
 

April 25th:  Botanical Collections Tour 
A Tour of the botany dept inc. vast collection of botanical 

specimens, books & resources. 1pm–2.30pm or 3pm-

4.30pm at the World Museum, Liverpool 
 

May 6th:  ID workshop  
Developing on from what was taught at 1st session 

with a focus on identifying families in the field, using 

keys and understanding plant parts. 10am-3.30pm at 

the World Museum, Liverpool 

 

 

May 13th:  Field Visit—Altcar Rifle 

Range A visit to this unique grassland site which has 

Green winged orchids in abundance 6pm-8.30pm  Meet 

at the Hightown Station 
 

June 4th: Field Visit w/LBS—Haskayne 

Cutting A visit to the Wildlife Trust owned ex-

railway site. Meet at 10.30am at the canal side car park 

east of Haskayne (SD362080).   

 

Further Information 
This is a 5 session course with a refundable  
deposit of £25 (£5/session). Participants will be  
refunded  £5/session  after attending a session, a  
non-show will result in a non-refundable £5 deposit/
session. Participants will receive an LWT certificate of 
attendance. 
Please note booking is essential! There are limited 
spaces, for more information or to book on please 
contact Catherine Haddon on  
chaddon@lancswt.org.uk, 01772 324129. 

This 5 session course is for complete beginners.  It will consist of indoor theory 

and some outdoor sessions. The course will cover flower structure, botanical 

terminology the use of Botanical Keys & a tour of the botanical collections.  It is 

being run in conjunction with staff from the Biodiverse Society, Wendy Atkinson 

from Botany Dept, World Museum & Liverpool Botanical Society.  

@Tom Marshall 

Optional visits to extend your learning 
 

June 11th: Field Visit w/ LBS - Cronton Mine Waste  
An ex-industrial site, with lots of interesting species. 
Meet at 10.30am at the main gate off the A5080 Cronton 
Road (SJ473890). 
 

July 2nd: Field Visit w/ LBS- Childwall  A great urban 
site with woodland & grassland.  Meet at entrance off 
roundabout of Woolton Rd & Childwall Park Ave. 
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http://www.lancswt.org.uk/plan-bee


 

BEE SURVEY PROGRAMME - Page 1 
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http://www.lancswt.org.uk/plan-bee


 

BEE SURVEY PROGRAMME - Page 2 
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http://www.lancswt.org.uk/plan-bee


THE NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP 

About the North West Fungus Group 

 

The North West Fungus Group is a regional umbrella 

group aiming to promote an interest in fungi across 

the counties of Cheshire, Lancashire, Greater Man-

chester, Merseyside, Cumbria and North Wales. 

Benefits of membership include:-two newsletters 

per year. forays and special events. help and advice 

on a range of fungi related topics. 

 

Officers 

 

Chair:  Dr. Irene Ridge, 

Smalley’s Farm, Whalley Old Road, Billington 

Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 9JF 

Tel. 01254 247274 

 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: 

 Liz Moore,  

48 Alan Road, Heaton Moor, 

Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4LE Tel. 0161-432-9124 

 

Group Recorder: Tony Carter    

 

NWFG Home Page:  

 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

NWFG FORAY PROGRAMME 2016(VS3) IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE BRITISH MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY — Tony Carter 
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NWFG Foray Programme 2016(vs3)  

 

Please Note new updates 

 

In association with the British Mycological Society 

 

Bring strong footwear. Details about terrain and 

accessibility of sites can be obtained by contact-

ing the foray leader.  

 

Most venues have their own website. Forays are 

planned so that they can continue into the after-

noon. If you intend to so continue please bring 

food and drink.  

 

If travelling a considerable distance to a foray it 

is advisable to confirm with the leader that the 

foray is taking place, as on rare occasions, forays 

have had to be changed at short notice esp if very 

dry and changes will be sent round on the email 

list.  

 

Beginners are welcome at ALL forays.  

 

Please note that forays are not suitable for 

very small children.  

 

DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED.  

 

 

Sunday 20th March – Roddlesworth.  

Meet 10.30 at Tockholes Car Park by Vaughan's 

Country Cafe. SD665215 (Sheet 103) BB3 0PA; 2 ½ 

km north on Tockholes Road, 3 km after it leaves 

the A675 Bolton-Preston road. Leader - John Watt 

(07768 043 461 / 01695 578843).  

 

Sunday 10th April – Freshfield, Merseyside.  

Meet 10.30 at Freshfield Station car park 

SD291084 (Sheet 108) (L37 7DD). Leave A565 

Formby-by-Pass onto B5424 at roundabout sign-

posted for Formby Point, BUT at mini roundabout 

keep straight on until Freshfield Road then turn 

right. (OR go by train). Leader - Tony Carter (0151

-724-4600)  

 

 

Sunday 15th May - Styal Woods, Cheshire. Nr. M/c 

Airport.  

Meet 10.30, small National Trust car park off road 

by Styal Village, 600 yds past the Ship Inn on oppo-

site side of road. SJ836836 (Sheet 109) (SK9 4JE). 

Leader - John Taylor (0161-445-330/ 

07980629063)  

 

Sunday 19th June - Clock Face Colliery Country 

Park, Bold, St. Helens. –  

Meet 10.30 at Gorsey Lane Car Park. From Jct 7 of 

M62 follow A57 Warrington Rd. After 2 miles turn 

left on to A569 Clock Face Road. After 1.5 miles, 

(passing back under M’way), turn right into Gorsey 

Lane (blue cycling sign Burtonwood). Continue to 

entrance on right. SD 535915 (Sheet 108) (WA9 

4SN). Leader – Tom Ferguson (01744 739774 / 

07743 509671.  

 

Sunday 17th July - Rostherne Mere.  

Meet 10.30. Take the third turn on the left going 

south on the Chester Road (A556) from the M56 

Jct 8. The car park is 200 yards past the church 

on the left hand side SJ743833 (Sheet 109) (WA16 

6SB); or park on the road. Leader - Tim Rogers 

(07890949997).  

 

Sunday 7th Aug – Pennington Flash CP, Leigh. 

10.30. The Country Park signposted from the A580 

East Lancashire Road-turn off onto A579; after 

1.2miles turn L at traffic lights onto A57; around 

100m turn R into Park access road (signposted) to 

the Main Car Park (small charge) which fronts the 

lake. SD 643 991 Sheet 109 (WN7 3PA) Good paths, 

level walking, Toilets on site as well as snack and 

ice cream vans (usually) Leader-Christopher 

Bowden (01772 812910/07597 921981).  

 

Sunday 14th August - Delamere Forest.  

Meet at 10.30 at FC Whitefield Car Park, east off 

Station Road, B 5152, south of Hatchmere cross-

roads; SJ556710 (Sheet 117); 300m north of CW8 

2HZ (nearby Station Cafe and station (trains from 

Manchester.) Group parking concession being 

arranged. Leader John 07768 043 461.  

 

 

 

Membership Individual membership - £7.50 

Family membership - £10.00  

Members joining after November 1st will receive 

membership for the following year.  

Please contact the Membership Secretary for a 

membership form. 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm


Sunday 21st August – BEGINNERS FORAY at 

Risley Moss, north Warrington.  

Meet 10.30. Access from M62 Jct 11. Continue along 

A574 to first island, turn left. Reserve signposted. 

Ample parking space. SJ665920 (Sheet 109) (WA3 

6QS). Leader - Irene Ridge (01254-247274. A morn-

ing foray will be followed by an afternoon micro-

scope workshop.  

 

Sunday 4th September - Hay Bridge Nature Re-

serve, Low Hay Bridge, Bouth, Ulverston, LA12 8JG.  

10.30 in the meeting room adjacent to the car park 

at SD336876 (Sheet 97). By car, leave the M6 at 

J36 and bear left onto the A590 signposted to 

Barrow. After 3-4 miles take the first left signpost-

ed to Barrow. (NB 60mph speed cameras on A590). 

At Newby Bridge roundabout take 1st exit, remaining 

on the A590 signposted Barrow and Ulverston then 

after ~ 4 miles turn right to Bouth. At Bouth village, 

turn right at the White Hart Inn and follow this lane 

for about ½ mile. Where it swings left, go straight 

ahead on a small narrow lane signposted 'Hay 

Bridge Only'. Follow this narrow lane until you reach 

the car park at the end (about 2 miles). The building 

immediately before the car park has facilities. Being 

a private reserve run as a Trust, (Warden, Keith) 

suggests donations for non-members of £2.00. 

Leader - Mike Hall (015242-76460).  

 

Sunday 18th Sept – Lytham Hall.  

Meet 10.30 at Lytham Hall, Ballam Road, FY8 4JX.SD 

3592864 (Sheet 102). From M55 J4 take A583 

(Kirkham) at first roundabout, and take first right 

(Whitehall Rd) after second then immediately left 

onto Peel Rd. After 1.6 m turn right onto Ballam Rd 

and after 0.6 m turn R into Lytham Park and pro-

ceed to Hall (free entry for NWFG). Irene (07484 

242523)  

 

Sunday 25th Sept. – Maes y Pant, Gresford.  

Meet 10.30 at main entrance car park (9 spaces). 

Coming from Chester bypass, A55, take A483 to 

Wrexham. After 2 sets of traffic lights (new) contin-

ue for 3+ miles to 1st turn-off. Turn left at top of 

ramp and then right at roundabout. Continue up the 

hill until Red Lion pub, then right onto Pant Lane. 

Continue to car park on right. SJ354551(Sheet 117) 

which is next to The Conifers LL12 8HU. From East, 

A534, A5156 to roundabout accessing A483. However 

continue around roundabout onto Chester Road (5th 

exit); continue to traffic lights by Plough Inn, turn L into 

High St continue towards church till Pant Lane on R at 

Yew Tree pub. Car parking after 400 yards on left after 

The Conifers and on Pant Lane. Toilets in nearby pubs/

inns. This is not the Marford Quarry site, which is just 

to the north. Leader- Robin 07985 206007  

 

Friday 30th Sept to Monday 3rd October - Residen-

tial Foray at Keswick Convention Centre. Cost inc. 

meals, for members and for non members will be 

announced later. Booking form in Newsletter. Contact 

Irene Ridge (01254-247274)  

 

Sunday 9th October – National Fungus Day. To 

see events - http://www.ukfungusday.co.uk/  

 

Sunday 16th October – Dovestone RSPB Reserve - 

upland woodland and grassland.  

Meet 10.30 - Binn Green Car Park (toilets), NOT the 

main car park: GR SE 018044, Sheet 110;off the A635 at 

Binn Green, Holmfirth Road, Greenfield Oldham, OL3 

7NN. From Greenfield station, go steeply downhill, then 

along Chew Valley road (A669) into village, past Tesco 

on left until the Clarence Hotel around 1 mile further on 

your right. At the mini-roundabout bear left uphill, on 

the A635 towards Holmfirth - then, DO NOT take the 

first brown sign to RSPB Dovestone to right, but keep 

going uphill for around ½ mile until the next brown sign, 

go into the Binn Green car park on the right there. 

From Ashton u. Lyne, take the A635 and follow direc-

tions from Clarence as above. Leader Ken Gartside 

(01457 879713/ 07548927633)  

 

Sunday 23rd October – BEGINNERS FORAY at Moore 

Nature Reserve, Warrington -  

Meet 10.30. 2 miles south of Warrington on A56 turn 

north to Moore at traffic lights at Higher Walton. 1 mile 

turn right, crossing railway and ship canal. Go to end of 

road to reach entrance. Car park to right of entrance 

road. SJ578855 (Sheet 108). Leader - Paul Hamlyn 

(0161-434-1401).  

 

Sunday 30th October – Lyme Park, Disley, Stockport. 

Meet at at 10.00 in car park 200 yards from house; 

SJ962824 (Sheet 109)(NB early start time). By road: 

Entrance on A6 only. SatNav: Use SK12 2NR and stay on 

A6. Ignore any directions other than those to the 

A6 entrance. By train - Disley ½ mile from en-

trance. The house, garden & car park are about 

one mile from main gate. Leader Jeanette Maddy 

(07548 838946). Sunday 6th November – Turn 

Slack Clough, Littleborough.  

Meet at 10.00 at Clough. Left off A58 onto White-

lees Road approaching Littleborough from west, 

continue along Calderbrook Road turning left at 

Clough Road. SD935173 (Sheet 109) (OL15 9JZ). 

Leader - Norman Bamforth (0161-336-3914).  

 

Sunday 13th November - Ainsdale NNR, Mersey-

side.  

 

Ken Jordan Memorial Foray.  

Meet at 10.00 at car park at Reserve Manager's 

Office SD303112 (sheet 108) (PR8 3QW). Take A565 

north past Woodvale Airport, turn on to Coastal 

Road, over railway bridge and left into private 

drive. Leader Tony Carter(0151-724-4600).   

           

 

                      
 

NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP PROGRAMME — Tony Carter 
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Events are run throughout the year by  

Liverpool Museum.   

These include  Mammal Trapping at Knowsley Park and 

other venues.  

Learn all about Ants Saturday 5th December 

Please contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk for  

details and to book places. Museum collections are open to 

amateur naturalists and volunteers (by appointment)  

Other activity events 

Knowsley: www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/

events.aspx 

Liverpool Parks: liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events 

Wildlife Trust: www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on 

Court Hey Park: www.courtheypark.co.uk 

National Wildflower Centre: www.nwc.org.uk/events 

North West Fungus Group 

There are forays and special events, 

with help and advice on a range of 

fungi related topics. 

NWFG Home Page: http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Liverpool Botanical Society 

www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk 

 

Merseyside Naturalist Association 

The MNA organize informal nature events 

including field trips, talks and practical ses-

sions  

Visit www.mnapage.info for the programme of events 

 

Merseyside & West Lancashire Bat Group 

The group runs events and training throughout the year 

check the group website, twitter or Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook links require membership of 

Facebook 

Some links may additionally require permission which 

can be obtained by contacting the group over Facebook 

as a pre-requisite. These links are increasingly becom-

ing a major contact point for rapidly expanding natu-

ralist groups and volunteers. Interested then link to:  

 

Merseyside BioBank  

www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank 

 

MBAN 

www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/ 

 

UK Hoverflies 

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

 

WeBS 

www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/119829941488294/ 

 

British Wildlife Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/415160405188412/ 

 

Lancashire Mammal Group 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-

Mammal-Group/169476803103866? 

 

BTO Garden Birdwatch 

https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch 

 

RSPB 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature 

 

British Spider ID 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/829354860449271/ 

 

British Mycological Society (BMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/ 

 

Conopids 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/ 

EVENTS SUMMARY 
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Interested in arranging one your-

self next year?  

 

For advice contact 

ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk 

 

HELP!  

 

BIRDERS ALWAYS WANTED 

 

The Mersey Estuary is one of 

Britain’s best wetlands. We know 

this because each month we count 

the waterfowl as part of the 

national Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBS).  

  

However, we need ‘new blood’ 

volunteers. You don’t need to be an 

experienced wildfowl counter, 

though you should be able to 

identify common waders and 

wildfowl.  If you think you can help 

then please email Dermot Smith at 

dermot.smith71@gmail.com or 

phone 07505 418832 for further 

details.  

 

For more information plus recent 

reports and photos visit the Mersey 

Estuary WeBS page on Facebook 

mailto:Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
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Booking is essential for Sefton Coast events 

Call 01519342964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walks last around 2.5-3 hours and require good 

footwear. The walk may include  small hills and 

undulations. It would also be advisable to wear 

appropriate clothing for the day.  

Heritage &  Health Walks 

“Discover the heritage along with coastline with a 

series of walks. Part of the Sefton Coast Land-

scape Partnership scheme” 

“The walks will take you through a variety of 

habitats including woodlands, sand dunes and 

beach walks” 

Other Events 

Why not visit Facebook page SeftonCoast? 

RSPB https://www.rspb.org.uk/

discoverandenjoynature/seenature/events/

results.aspx 

RSPB Tel: 01704 226190 

 

Digital Photography Workshop 

Saturday 19 March to Saturday 17 September 

11 am-4 pm. Price: £40 (RSPB members £32): 

Booking essential. Got a Digital SLR camera and 

want to improve your wildlife photography? Then 

come along to this workshop with Mike Malpass, 

an experienced, published wildlife photographer 

for guidance, inspiration and tips on field craft 

(suitable for all levels). Includes an indoor ses-

sion followed by putting it into practice outdoors. 

Booking and payment in advance essential. Bring 

your own camera and notebook, buffet lunch will 

be provided.  

Directions: RSPB Leighton Moss nature reserve, 

Myers Farm, Storrs Lane, Silverdale, Lancashire 

Full list of dates 

Saturday 19 March 2016 

Saturday 23 July 2016 

Saturday 17 September 2016 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Man-

chester and North Merseyside. Addition-

al Details from http://www.lancswt.org.uk/

whats-on 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT  

 

We are coming to the end of the habitat surveys for 

2015 and the trainees will be writing up the survey 

reports. However there are plenty of opportunities 

to get out and about and record wildlife. Remember 

you can get in touch with us anytime in Lancashire 

01772 324 129 cgreen@lancswt.org.uk or Merseyside 

0151 737 4152 jsimons@lancswt.org.uk.   

You can also follow us on Facebook HERE, tweet 

us @Lancswildlife & use #wildlifecounts. 

Biodiversity Courses:  1st Wednesday of every 

month February to November 2016.  

 

A 10 session course is being run by Hilary Bedford 

from the West Lancs Wildlife Group. Consisting of 

indoor theory and some outdoor sessions the 

course will cover plant morphology, physiology and 

adaptations and is suitable for beginners or individu-

als with limited experience who have an interest in 

plants.  

 

 

March 2nd: How plants work  

The internal structures of roots, stems and leaves 

and how they function, 10am-1pm at the Barn, Pres-

ton, PR5 6BY.  

April 6th: Seeds and germination  

A look at the structure of seeds, what happens dur-

ing germination and the conditions required , 10am-

1pm at the Barn, Preston, PR5 6BY.  

May 4th: Flowers  

The morning will be spent learning about flower 

structure and pollination methods and in the after-

noon we will be practicing identification, time tbc at 

the Barn, Preston, PR5 6BY.  

June 1st: Plants and Habitats  

A look at why some plants only grow in particular 

places and others are more widespread, 10am-1pm 

at the Barn, Preston, PR5 6BY.  

July 6th: Field Visit - Silverdale  

Limestone pavement and grassland.  

August 3rd: Field Visit - Sefton Coast  

Salt marsh and sand dunes.  

Sept 7th: Plant/animal relationships  

A look at pollination, herbivory, parasitism, plant  

responses and defences, 10am-1pm at the Barn, 

Preston, PR5 6BY.  

Oct 5th: Fruits and Seeds  

Seed development, types of fruits and seeds and 

seed dispersal, 10am-1pm at the Barn, Preston, PR5 

6BY.  

Nov 2nd: Preparing for winter  

A look at leaf fall and colour changes. Dormancy, bud  

formation and storage organs.10am-1pm at the Barn,  

Preston, PR5 6BY. 

Further Information. This is a 10 session course 

with a refundable deposit of £50 (£5/session). 

Participants will be refunded £5/session after at-

tending a session, a non-show will result in a non-

refundable £5 deposit/session. Participants will 

receive an LWT certificate of attendance.  

Please note booking is essential! There are lim-

ited spaces, for more information or to book on 

please contact Catherine Haddon on  

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk, 01772 324129.  

SUMMARY of EVENTS PROGRAMME of 2015 at SEFTON COAST PARTNERSHIP www.seftoncoast.org.uk 
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