
The fascinating recording of Dr Phil 

Smith through his Wildlife notes of the 

Sefton Coast for May and June 

Rob Duffy measures the ‘Monsoon 

Rains’ of South Liverpool. 

Biodiverse Society Lichens Training 

Workshop 

From the Blog of Rachael Sumner, one 

of the Biodiverse trainees 

A summary of records from the SBI 

Mine Waste Site at Cronton by Hugh 

Harris 

Recording at the Haskayne Cuttings in 

Ormskirk with Hugh Harris and Dave 

Earl 

A vast array of images submitted by 

our contributors, some relatively com-

mon, some new to the record database   

Created by and for Volunteer Naturalists. Edited by Bob Jude 
Views expressed in this newsletter are those of individual authors.  

Inside this issue: 

Phil Smith’s May and June 

Wildlife notes 

2,5 

A June Monsoon, Rob Duffy 3 

Top spots in June of the 

Biodiverse Society Trainees 

5 

The Lichen’s Workshop, Hugh 

Harris 

6-7 

Ruby Tailed Wasps from the 

Blog of Rachael Sumner 

8 

Cronton SBI , Hugh Harris 9-10 

Haskayne Cuttings, Ormskirk, 

Hugh Harris 

11-12 

A small sample of contribu-

tors  MBAN images 

13-16 

NWFG Programme 17-18 

Events Mashup 19+ 

Articles, photographs, real life stories, web links and events from active naturalists are  welcome additions to this 

newsletter.   Please send them in. 

Stories from 250 words with accompanying photographs will take us all on your journey. 

Please E-Mail your work to: newsletter@activenaturalist.org.uk 

Merseyside Nature 

Friends of Merseyside BioBank 

April /May/June 2016 

Issue 37 

 

Naturalists are always welcome at MBB 

and can make use of the available library, 

equipment and facilities 

“Ben Hargeaves has determined this specimen (fairly confidently) as male Andrena cineraria. It was on Alder at Birkdale New Green 

Beach, 9th June 2016, approx. SD302136.  The nbn gateway suggests this species may be new to the Sefton Coast. It was not rec-

orded during the Museum’s surveys of Freshfield Dune Heath and Ainsdale LNR. “  Phil Smith 
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With small amounts of rain on only nine days during the month, May reinforced 

a statistically significant trend of lower spring rainfall here since 2000. A 

recent paper in the International Journal of Climatology confirms this trend 

for the UK as a whole, linking it to atmospheric pressure changes over Green-

land brought about by warming in this part of the Arctic, which then impacts 

the north Atlantic Jet-stream. 

 

The result for us was a rapid fall in the sand-dune water-table by about 1cm 

per day. Having had the prospect of the best Natterjack Toad breeding season 

for many years, we were almost back to square one, with surface water in the 

slacks rapidly drying up.  

This particularly affected the Devil’s Hole at Ravenmeols, where thousands of 

Natterjack tadpoles were isolated in rapidly desiccating shallow pools. A 

series of rescue operations towards the end of the month moved most of the 

tadpoles into deeper water. Will it survive long enough for them to metamor-

phose into baby toads?  

 

All we need is average rainfall but this seems to be a forlorn hope. In recent 

years, excavated scrapes have been the key to successful Natterjack breed-

ing. I was delighted to find 77 adults at the Lifeboat Road scrapes on the even-

ing of 3rd. But they were all large mature individuals, suggesting that, even 

here, recruitment of younger, smaller individuals has been poor for some 

years. 

 

On a more optimistic note, May is one of the most visually attractive months, 

never failing to delight as trees suddenly erupt in foliage of different shades, 

from the yellowish-green tones of Black Poplars to the emerald of elms and 

the grey-greens of willows. Another characteristic landscape feature is the 

frothy white Cow Parsley, lining road verges as far as the eye can see, soon 

to be replaced by the superficially similar Hogweed.  Guided walks are one of 

the best ways of showing local residents the wildlife wonders on their door-

steps. The regular mid-May visits to the Altcar Training Camp to see the larg-

est Green-winged Orchid colony in Northern England attracted groups of 22 

and 26 participants.  

They saw a record number of nearly 32,000 of these glorious flowers. Care-

ful timing of mowing has allowed the orchids to increase dramatically since 

the first few were found in 1985.  

 

A less spectacular ditch plant proved to be Blunt-fruited Water-starwort, 

for which the last Sefton Coast record was before 1930. Later, I led a walk 

organised by the Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership to the southern end of 

Birkdale Green Beach, the theme being coastal change. Here new duneland is 

rapidly forming, adding to coastal defences and creating fascinating pioneer 

habitats for plants and animals which struggle to survive in the more ma-

ture and overgrown areas of the dunes. As many as 33 people attended, 

enjoying a swarm of about 200 Southern Marsh-orchids where hardly any 

had been seen in 2015, showing how quickly changes occur. 

 

Another exciting botanical find was a single large plant of Common Scurvy-

grass by a footpath on the RSPB Marshside reserve. This species isn’t sup-

posed to occur on the Ribble, being replaced by the similar English Scurvy-

grass. Again, the former seems to be new to the Sefton Coast in modern 

times. One of our “flag-ship” insects, the impressive Northern Dune Tiger 

Beetle relies on bare sand that heats up in the sun. One of the best places to 

see it has long been the giant blow-out known as the Devil’s Hole in the 

Ravenmeols dunes. Here, Trevor Davenport and I made a record count of 68 

on 12th, including several mating pairs.  

Returning home, a Holly Blue butterfly was a welcome sight in my garden. 

Caterpillars on Alder and willows at Birkdale Green Beach included the very 

hairy and warningly coloured Yellowtail, Oak Eggar and Dark Tussock, the 

latter looking very like a toothbrush. I also found Grass Eggar caterpillars 

at the Devil’s Hole. With its distinctively ginger hairs, this is one of our many 

nationally notable moth species, being listed in the Red Data Book. At the 

month’s end, Trevor and I also visited Downholland Brook, just inland of 

Formby, where one of the most spectacular British insects, the Banded 

Demoiselle, put on a great display.  

WILDLIFE NOTES MAY 2016 - Dr Phil Smith 
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Northern Dune Tiger Beetles 



We counted 13 males and five females. Moving on to Lunt Meadows Nature 

Reserve, more dragonflies included newly emerged Four-spotted Chasers as 

well as Azure and Blue-tailed Damselflies. We were also entertained by a 

female Shoveler with ten newly hatched ducklings. 

There were relatively few unusual birds reported during the month, an ex-

ception being at Marshside where I caught up with a Glossy Ibis on 7th, 

followed two days later by a Garganey, three Little Gulls, a Black Tern and 

a Mediterranean Gull. During this period, Black Terns were widely report-

ed in the region, being classically associated with easterly winds in May. 

WILDLIFE NOTES MAY 2016 - Dr Phil Smith 
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Grass Eggar Moth  Dark Tussock Moth 

Paul Simons, who writes the “Weather Eye” column for The Times, recently 

discussed the so-called European Monsoon, or British rainy season, that 

sweeps across us in early summer. But what is the evidence for this deluge 

from my garden rain gauge over the last 8 years? 

 

  

This year, 2016, June was the wettest month since August 2014, with 118.5 

mm. But it wasn’t as wet as 2012’s June total of 148 mm. 

 

In 2009 and 2010 June rainfall was well below the annual monthly average. 

In 2011 and 2013, June rainfall was about average ( av.=circa 56 mm) but, in 

2012, June had a higher than average monthly rainfall on top of what was 

an exceptionally wet year. The previous two years (2014 and 2015) book end 

matters with dry Junes. 

 

In simplistic terms that’s:- dry, dry, average, wet, average, dry, dry, wet.   

Once again, any weather generalizations over an area the size of the UK 

beguile us!  

 

Readings taken in Liverpool 16 and 14. 

JUNE MONSOON - Rob Duffy 



Although June was wetter than normal in most parts of the country, this was 

not the case here. The first rain did not fall until 10 th and we missed most of 

the thundery downpours that caused flooding further south and east. Never-

theless, a few heavy showers and more unsettled conditions later in the 

month maintained enough surface-water in sand-dune wetlands for our Nat-

terjack Toads to breed successfully in several places.  

 

I found the first toadlets at the “New Green Beach” on 7th, about a week earlier 

than usual, while more were at the Devil’s Hole Ravenmeols on13th, justifying 

our earlier rescue operation. Sefton Coast & Countryside Service kindly 

erected two noticeboards at the latter site to inform visitors of the presence 

of Natterjacks, this slack having been heavily disturbed by children and dogs. 

 

June invariably provides a phenomenal richness of duneland flora and fauna 

and, as usual, the stars of the show were the orchids. Regular readers will 

know of my obsession for counting everything. Thus, a small area of the New 

Green Beach held an extraordinary 2186 Early Marsh-orchids and 797 

Southern Marsh-orchids where hardly any were seen last year.  

 

These colourful Marsh-orchids are notorious for exploding in numbers and 

declining equally rapidly for no apparent reason. Similarly impressive was a 

population of 280 Northern Marsh-orchids and 150 Early Marsh-orchids 

around two small ponds off Range Lane, Formby. A short distance inland, my 

now annual count at the Wildlife Trust’s Haskayne Cutting reserve produced a 

combined total of 1571 Northerns and Southerns (they are hard to separate 

here), representing a big increase on last year. Annual late summer mowing is 

great for orchid numbers here.  

This form of traditional management is also practised by Natural England at 

their 8ha Old Hollow meadow on the Ribble Estuary National Nature Reserve. A 

guided walk for RSPB volunteers on 17th produced an estimate of 5-10,000 

marsh-orchids, again mostly Southerns and Northerns, together with sever-

al hybrids.  

 

Most orchid hybrids are tricky to identify, even by experts, an exception 

being that involving Southern Marsh-orchid and Common Spotted 

(Dactylorhiza × grandis), which is easy to determine from its spotted leaves 

and intermediate flowers. This distinctive and beautiful plant also turned up 

on a Landscape Partnership guided walk at Ainsdale Sandhills Local Nature 

Reserve. About 30 participants enjoyed an enormous variety of wildflowers, 

including Bee and Pyramidal Orchids and the first of the Marsh Hellebor-

ines. 

 

Dragonflies also responded to the warm spell early in the month, with Broad

-bodied Chasers, as always, one of the first species to emerge. They like to 

colonise newly-formed ponds; so it was not surprising to see them at several 

Natterjack Toad scrapes.  

 

At least six were at the two new Hightown scrapes on 8th, accompanied by 

another pioneer dragonfly, the Black-tailed Skimmer, a mating pair of 

which posed on the bare sand. Meanwhile, an enormous male Emperor drag-

onfly was trying to keep one of the ponds to itself by periodically battling in 

spectacular fashion with the chasers and skimmers.  

Later,  

 

I had four Emperors at the same pool, including three egg-laying females. 

Four-spotted Chasers were surprisingly thin on the ground but late in the 

month the first Common Darters started to emerge, while David Tyler sent 

me a photograph of a particularly early Ruddy Darter at Birkdale on 24th.  

However, the real highlight of the month was the first appearance in Sefton 

of the Red-eyed Damselfly. For many years, the only north Merseyside 

colony of this distinctive damselfly and the northernmost in western Britain 

was at Eccleston, St. Helens.  

Then, on 3rd and 4th June, Keith Fairclough found good numbers on the Leeds-

Liverpool Canal at Aintree.  
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Red Eyed Damselfly 



I managed to fit in a visit between showers on 15 th and soon tracked down a 

mating pair and a single male perched on Fringed Water-lily leaves in the ap-

proved manner. Range expansion westwards and northwards of this south-

eastern species has been relatively slow, so it remains to be seen how far it will 

get along the canal or whether it will colonise other wetlands with water-lilies. 

Butterflies also featured during the month, a visit to the Wildlife & Wetlands 

Trust Martin Mere on 3rd producing four Brimstones, the original “butter-

coloured fly” and five Walls, the latter severely declining inland, though still 

regular along the coast.  

Several Painted Ladies early in the month suggested a major influx but, re-

grettably, this didn’t happen. My first Dark Green Fritillaries of the year 

were at Ainsdale LNR on 21st.  

 

The last day of the month also produced this spectacular butterfly near Pinfold 

Meadow, Ainsdale, where all three of our duneland grasshoppers - the Field, 

Common Green and Mottled - were easily found. Nearby, a perched female 

Southern Hawker, one of our largest dragonflies, was a suitable climax to a 

wonderful month.  
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THE BIODIVERSE SOCIETY TEAM’S TOP SPOTS FROM JUNE! 

Despite the wet weather the team and volunteers have been enjoying lots of highlights over June. In Lancashire highlights for Trainee Officer Anthony Da Silva 

included finding the not so common Wood Cranesbill at River Don in the Brun Valley with David Earl! ‘ 

Just as I was getting used to identifying Meadow Cranesbill, nature threw me a nice surprise’.  

Other highlights included exploring the various habitats in and around Castle Clough South and Childers Green, finding a perfect example of an acid grassland 

with typical indicator species including Sheep's Fescue, Tormentil and Heath Bedstraw. Also recorded Greater Spearwort at Bispham Marsh.....the biggest but-

tercup I have ever seen!!  

Over in Merseyside, highlights for Trainee Officer Catrin Watkin included seeing a playful Stoat hop around an area of grassland and at Prescot Reservoirs 

seeing a beautiful patch of marshy grassland which was home to numerous orchids.  

Highlights. Merseyside Trainee Officer Rachael Sumner's highlights were Moth Trapping at Ainsdale with Richard Walker ‘what we thought was going to be a 

quiet night ended with us seeing two rare species, Lyme grass and Sand Dart! Amazing! I 

I Love moth trapping and take any opportunity I can to get involved - it's so much fun discovering what is hidden out there in the dark’.  

 

Joanne Brierley-Moore 'The Biodiverse Society' Project Manager 

Female Emperor Dragonfly, ovipositing 

Dark Green Fritillaries  



Tuesday 28th June 2016. Led by James Hill, University of Liverpool. 

 

What are they? 

How do I identify them? 

Why should I care? 

 

My first encounter with lichens was on old walls and gravestones in a local church yard. These unusual organisms consist of a symbiotic association between 

a fungus and an alga, with both partners benefiting from the relationship. Although they are incredibly hardy organisms, surviving extremes of heat and cold 

as well as drought, few species can tolerate air pollution. My crustose patch of Caloplaca growing on a gravestone was the origins of my interest in lichens 

which was further stimulated by James Hill, MSc student from the University of Liverpool in his workshop at Merseyside Biobank. 

 

NOTEBOOK: 

 

 
 

IDENTIFYING LICHENS: Lens, GPS, Sample bags, Guide, FSC chart. 

Field Book: “Lichens: An illustrated Guide to the British and Irish Species” by Frank Dobson, 2011. 

Chemical tests: according to Field Guide. 

Microscope: Compound x 400, ideally x 1000. To identify (1) spores (2) ascus. 

 

PRACTICAL:  

 

Body (thallus) types  Leprose (powdery) e.g. Leparia 

    Filamentous (beard-like) e.g. Usnea 

    Fruticose (shrubby)  e.g. Evernia 

    Crustose (crusty)  e.g. Caloplaca 

    Squamulose (small leaf) e.g. Cladonia 

    Foliose (big leaf)  e.g. Parmelia 

Sub-strates   Living wood 

    Dead wood 

    Rock 

    Also; some species grow on molluscs and plants. 

 
Lichen biology:   Own taxonomic order Algae & Fungi 
    Photobiont & Mycobiont 
    Algae = makes food/Fungi makes shelter 
 
Lichen ecology:   inherent appeal e.g. Cladonia 
 
Ancient woodland indicators: NIEC Epiphytic air plant, (need trees), Poor colonisers, grows slowly. 
    Indicator Forest continuity. 
 
    Air pollution/industrial zones dynamic E.g. Lobar Usnea Bryoria Cladonia. 
 
Pollution indicators:  Hawksworth – Rose scale 
    Sulphur dioxide 
    Zonation distinct communities = air quality,  acid rain. 
 
Pollute <                                                                                                                                                 > Clear 
  
Xanthoria  Evernia   Cladonia       Usnea 

BIODIVERSE SOCIETY: LICHENS TRAINING WORKSHOP, MERSEYSIDE BIOBANK 
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FIELD NOTES: LICHEN BIODIVERSITY IN COURT HEY PARK SJ4190 

 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS:  

 

Revised Index of Ecological Continuity : ancient woodland indicators 

Hawksworth – Rose Scale: air pollution 

Ecology is complicated 

Lichen thallus types 

Looking at fruiting bodies (apothecia), rhizine structure, soredium and spores. 

 

Glossary:   

  Apothecium the disc or cup shaped ascoma characteristic of discomycete fungi.  

  The tips of the asci are freely exposed. Most lichens contain discomycete fungi and such lichen fungi also form apothecia.  

  Ascoma the fruiting body of all fungi of the Ascomycota. 

  Rhizina a tuft or hyphae projecting from the underside of a thallus. It is usually  mainly for attachment to the substrate. 

  Soredium agent of vegetative reproduction and is seen as powdery dust on the lichen surface.   

  Thallus the vegetative body of a lichen.  

 

HH@MBAN 

 

  Scientific name Common name 

1 Xanthoria parietina Common Orange Lichen 

2 Parmelia saxatilis Salted Shield Lichen 

3 Parmelia sulcata Netted Shield Lichen 

4 Physcia aipolia Hoary Rose Lichen 

5 Physcia adscendens Hooded Rosette Lichen 

6 Physcia tenella = 

7 Evernia Oakmoss 

8 Ramalina fastigiata = 

9 Cladonia fimbriata Trumpet Lichen 

10 Cladonia coniocraea Common Powderhorn 

11 Cladonia humilis = 

12 Flavoparmelia caperata Common Greenshield 

13 Haematomma ochroleucum Bloodstain Lichen 

14 Caloplaca flavescens = 

BIODIVERSE SOCIETY: LICHENS TRAINING WORKSHOP, MERSEYSIDE BIOBANK 
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A day was spent observing some beautiful Ruby-tailed wasps (Chrysis sp.). It was a frustrating task trying to get a picture of one though, as just they do not stop!  

They are parasitic (also known as a cuckoo wasp) and tirelessly search for the scent of a host species, which are mostly solitary bees, in the hope of finding an 

empty nest hole in which it can lay eggs. The larva of the Ruby-tailed wasps hatch once the unsuspecting Bee or host species has sealed up its nest hole with its 

own larva inside, and proceed to eat the host species larva as part of their development into adults.  

 

The species is named after its striking Ruby coloured abdomen. Even though the 

Ruby-tailed wasp is undeniably pretty, it’s hard to like cuckoo species as they so 

shamelessly exploit the hard work of other species. We look at the behav-

iour from our own human perspective and it of course goes against everything 

our civilised society stands for. But of course, these are not humans and this 

behaviour is simple survival in a tough world.  

 

I came across this clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgIL8dbSMUA from 

BBC series Natural World showing new born cuckoo chicks removing the other 

eggs within the host nest of a Warbler. It’s really fascinating that the instinct to 

survive and get rid of competition within the nest is so strongly selected, that 

new born cuckoo chicks display this behaviour with no outside influence from a 

parent. 

 

On the opposite side of the battle, the evolutionary response from the host spe-

cies is just as interesting. Some species of birds which are targets of cuckoos 

have evolved to have highly-sensitive colour perception, allowing them to detect 

tiny differences in colour patterning between their own eggs and that of the 

cuckoos. It really is an evolutionary arms race. 

 

All of this puts me in mind of the current Blue tit/Great tit saga playing out on 

BBC Springwatch at the moment. If you haven’t seen it, here’s a brief rundown of 

what’s happening:  

 

 

 

A Great tit made a nest and laid eggs but the mother never returned, presumably 

killed whilst out of the nest. A Blue tit has then come along and decided the nest 

was suitable and laid its eggs alongside the existing Great tit ones.  

All of the eggs hatched and at one point there were both Blue tit and Great tit 

young being provided for by the same hard-working Blue tit mother. The Great 

tits eventually out competed the Blue tits due to their larger size and now they 

are the only survivors, still being provided for by the Blue tit. It’s quite the drama 

and totally fascinating to follow on the Springwatch nest cam. When, if ever, will the Blue tit realise they are not her young? Or even weirder to consider, does she 

already realise but the instinct to provide is so strong that it doesn’t matter to her? Hopefully this story will continue to unfold! 

I am off out on a Bat roost count tonight, so I’ll update that later. 

Bye for now! 

 

Editor’s Note -  Re identification by photograph.  There are a number of species of Ruby-tailed wasps and they are very difficult to tell apart. 

Some Ruby-tailed wasps are rare 

Chrysis ignita is one of a number of very similar Ruby-tailed wasp species which are extremely hard to tell apart; Chrysura hirsuta and Chrysis fulgida are classi-
fied as Priority Species in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Buglife have been lucky enough to find the rare Ruby-tailed wasps at one of our brownfield project sites 

in Scunthorpe! - See more at: https://www.buglife.org.uk/bugs-and-habitats/ruby-tailed-wasp#sthash.76do4ps1.dpuf  

FROM THE BLOG OF RACHAEL SUMNER -  Rachael Sumner 
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Stunning images of a Ruby-tailed wasp (Chrysis  sp.)  Courtesy of Gary Clarke. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgIL8dbSMUA
http://www.buglife.org.uk/campaigns-and-our-work/habitat-projects/scunthorpe-stepping-stones
http://www.buglife.org.uk/campaigns-and-our-work/habitat-projects/scunthorpe-stepping-stones
https://www.buglife.org.uk/bugs-and-habitats/ruby-tailed-wasp#sthash.76do4ps1.dpuf


Sat 11 June 2016.  Leader: Dave Earl 

 

Weather: 17°C. Mostly cloudy, scattered showers with a warm high of 21° Data from Foreca 

 

Behind the locked gates of Cronton Colliery you encounter a 43 hectare derelict landscape since the closure of the pit in 1984 and British Coal (formerly Na-

tional Coal Board) ceased operations on the site in 1990. It was then acquired by English Partnerships as part of the National Coalfield Programme.  

 

In 1995 the site was partially restored by removing both the colliery infrastructure and major earthworks, and then reclaiming colliery spoil by mixing it with 

paper mill crumb (provided by Bridgewater newsprint mill in Ellesmere Port) and sewage cake to create soils for successful woodland planting. The colliery 

site’s ownership was transferred to the Northwest Development Agency in 1999 and then passed to the Land Trust in the summer of 2010. 

 

The former colliery, which forms the main body of the site, is defined by belts of mature deciduous woodland planting around its south and eastern site bound-

aries, alongside Cronton Road and Fox’s Bank Lane.  A 5 foot high sandstone wall also delineates these boundaries.  The mature woodland of the Significant 

Biodiversity Interest (“SBI”) forms the south-western boundary of the site whereas the north western edge is characterised by less established blocks of 

young woodland planting.  

 

Dave Earl led 12 members of the Liverpool Botanical Society and officers from Biodiverse Society to the west of the potential car park area where we found the 

Mine Waste SBI of 2.8 hectares, comprising a predominantly deciduous, mature woodland area and colliery shale through which Fox’s Bank Brook and associ-

ated wetland, lagoons, ponds and meadow grassland vegetation meanders in an east/west direction.  A separate pond is located on the southern edge of the 

SBI, alongside Cronton Road and a mix of dry and wet acid grasslands is present around the ponds and to the south.  

 

 

Continued 

MINE WASTE SBI, CRONTON. KNOWSLEY.  SJ471891 (Sat Nav. WA8 5QN) - Hugh Harris 
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Scientific name Common name Scientific name Common name 

Buddleja alternifolia Alternate-leaved Butterfly-bush Bellis perennis Daisy 

Leontodon saxatilis Lesser Hawkbit Mentha sp. Mint 

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal Pucciniales sp. Rust fungus 

Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort Milium effusum Wood Millet 

Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort Polyporous sp. Polypore 

Dipsacus fullonum Teasel Hyphaloma fasciculare var. Sulphur Tuft 

Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy 

Dactylorhiza Marsh Orchid Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock 

Rosa ferruginea Red-leaved Rose Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed 

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 

Lythrum salicaria Purple-loose strife Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid Ganoderma sp. Bracket 

Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare Oenothera Evening Primrose 

Anaglis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel     

Silene latifolia White Campion Veronica officinales Heath Speedwell 



Sources: North Merseyside Local Wildlife Sites accessed from Merseyside Biobank; New Visitor Destination and Public Open Space at Cronton Colliery, Land 

Trust, and Field visit.  
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Scientific name Common name Scientific name Common name 

Lamium album White Dead-nettle Rhinanthus minor Yellow Rattle 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge 

Geum urbanum Wood Avens Glyceria spp Sweet-grass 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris Mentha spp Mint 

Circaea lutetiana Enchanter’s Nightshade Tamis communis Black Bryony 

Dryopteris filix-mas Male Fern Luzula multiflora Heath Wood Rush 

Sambucus nigra Elder Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cotton grass 

Impatiens glandulifera Himalayan Balsam Vulpia spp Squirrel-tail Fescue 

Helleborus atrorubus Hellebore Galium palustre agg. Marsh Bedstraw 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup 

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb Alisma spp. Water Plantain 

Inula conyzae Ploughman’s Spikenard Typha spp. Bulrush 

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge 

Ulex europaeus Gorse Peltigera canina Dog Lichen 

Lotus corniculatus Bird’s-Foot-Trefoil     

Rosa canina Dog Rose     

Equisetum sp. Horsetail     

Phragmites australis Common Reed     

Typha latifolia Bulrush Tyria jacobaeae Cinnabar Moth 

Silene dioica Red Campion Garrulus glandularius Jay 

Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane Columba palumbus Wood pigeon 

Aster x salignus Michaelmas Daisy Pieris rapae Small White 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove Agelastica alni Alder Leaf Beetle 



Haskayne Cutting lies 3 miles west of Ormskirk on the Lancashire coastal 

plain. Lancashire Wildlife Trust manages the full 1.7 miles length under licence 

from United Utilities. It is a disused railway line and provides an important corri-

dor for wildlife. A surprising diversity of habitats has developed since the line was 

closed in 1952. Seasonal open water, marsh, acid and calcareous grassland (a 

rare combination in this part of Lancashire) scrub and Keuper sandstone outcrops 

are found on this reserve. 

On Saturday 4 June 2016, a day of increasingly hot temperature, Peter Gateley led 

a party of 19 strong Liverpool Botanical Society members from their meeting place 

in Rosemary Lane; the ‘Pride of Sefton’ carpark on the banks of the Liverpool – 

Leeds Canal to Bridge 21A, A5147. There we ascended to the road and walked 

downhill to the Ship Inn and turned left and proceeded to the Haskayne Cutting 

footpath at the entrance to Chisnall Brook Close, a quiet residential housing 

development on the right-hand side of the road. This sign-posted footpath was 

located between the housing and Blundell’s Farm buildings which we followed 

across the fields to Wanisher Brook and then to Haskayne Cutting.   

Habitats: 

Canal Towpath,  

 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn, Ranunculus repens  Creeping Butter-

cup, Bellis perennis Daisy, Trifolium repens White Clover, Cirsium 

vulgare  Spear Thistle, Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog, Dactylis glomer-

ata Cock’s-foot, Festuca rubra Red Fescue,  Poa sp. Meadow Grass, 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain, Galium palustre Marsh Bed-

straw, Geranium molle Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill, Geranium dissectum 

Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill, Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle, Sonchus 

oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle, Poa annua Annual Meadow grass, 

Lamium album White Dead-nettle, Symphytum sp. Comfrey, Solanum 

dulcamara Bittersweet, Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear, 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble, Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water 

Dropwort, Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower, Cymbalaria muralis Ivy

-leaved Toadflax, Carpinus betulus Hornbeam, Corylus avellana Hazel, 

Campanula sp. Bell-flower, Sedum rupestre Reflexed Stonecrop. 
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View along  Leeds Liverpool Canal from The Saracens Head, Sefton:  

Image by B. Jude 

View along  Leeds Liverpool Canal from The Saracens Head Pub, Sefton:  

Image by B. Jude 

Lock Gates  on Leeds Liverpool Canal near Ship Inn: Image by B.Jude 



Public Footpath and arable fields, 

 

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert, Myosotis arvensis Field forget-me-not, 

Bromus sterilis Barren Brome, Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy, Eruca vesi-

caria Garden Rocket, Lamium album White Dead nettle, Galium aparine 

Cleavers, Rumex Dock, Taraxacum Dandelion, Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mus-

tard, Poa trivialis Rough Meadow grass, Cornus Cornus, Silene dioica Red 

Campion, Rumex acetosella Sheep’s Sorrel, Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle, 

Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern, Galium Bedstraw, Hypericum androsaemum 

Tutsan, Acer campestre Field Maple, Euonymus europaeus Spindle, Ranuncu-

lus ficaria Lesser Celandine, Salix caprea Goat Willow, Carex pendula Pendu-

lous Sedge, Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle, Iris pseudocorus Yellow 

Flag, Fumaria Fumitory, Matricaria chamomilla Scented Mayweed, Veronica 

Persicaria Field Speedwell, Viola arvensis Field Pansy, Trifolium Clover, Eu-

phorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge, Avena fatua Wild-oat, Capsella burs-pastoris 

Shepherd’s Purse, Salix fragilis Crack Willow, Veronica chamaedrys Ger-

mander Speedwell, Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard, Sinapis arvensis 

Charlock, Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary -grass, Ranunculus sceleratus 

Celery-leaved Buttercup, Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed, Aesthusa cynapi-

um Fools Watercress, Raphanus sativus Cultivated Radish, Stellaria media 

Chickweed, Papaver Poppy, Conopodium majus Pignut, Vicia cracca Tufted 

Vetch, Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel, Malus Apple, Sorbus aucuparia  

Mountain Ash, Lapsana communis Nipplewort.    

 

Haskayne Cutting. 

Alopecorus Foxtail, Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass, Vicia 

sepium Bush Vetch, Vicia sativa Common vetch, Salix cinerea Grey Wil-

low, Epilobium Willowherb, Dryopteris affinis Scaly Male Fern, Solanum 

dulcamara Bittersweet, Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog’s Tail, Dacty-

lorhiza purpurella  Northern Marsh Orchid, Ranunculus acris Meadow 

Buttercup, Juncus tenuis Slender Rush, Juncus Common Rush, Typha 

latifolia Reedmace, Carex remota Remote Sedge, Cardamine pratensis 

Cuckooflower,  Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold, Hypericum tetrapterum 

Suare-stalked St John’s Wort, Betula sp. Silver and Downy Birch, Jun-

cus bulbosus Bulbous Rush,  Dactylorhiza praetermissa Southern Marsh 

Orchid, Tragopogon pratensis Goats Beard, Rhinanthus minor Yellow 

Rattle, Parentucellia viscosa Yellow Bartsia. 

Butterflies: 

Anthocaris cardamines Orange Tip, Lasiommata megera Wall Brown, 

Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood, Gonepteryx rhamni Brimstone, Pieris 

rapae Small White, Polyommatus Icarus Common Blue. 

 

Management: 

Lancashire Wildlife Trust Volunteers carry out a programme of scrub con-

trol in which some of the overgrown scrub invading the marsh areas is cut 

back and coppiced so that the marsh flowers are not enveloped by the 

scrub. Results of coppicing can be seen at the site of the old station. The 

grassland is cut regularly and grass cuttings are removed to prevent a 

nutrient build up and the invasion of coarse grasses with the subsequent 

loss of wildflower. 

 

Sources: The Wildlife Trusts Nature Reserves Guide, and Fieldwork. 

 

HHarris@LBS 
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View across fields from Saracens Head : Image by B. Jude 

View across fields from Saracens Head : Image by B. Jude 
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Cf. Garden Chafer : Image by Julia Simons 

Gastrophysa viridula (Dock beetle) : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Phyllobius pomaceus (Weevil) : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Adela reaumurella (Day Moth) : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Pterostichus nigrita agg. (Ground beetle) :Image by Mark Pritchard 
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Large Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba) : Image by S. Kellegher 

Shore Wainscott, Buff Ermine, Heart & Dart : Images by Mark Pritchard 

Lime Hawk Moth : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Small Elephant Hawk Moth : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Large Elephant Hawk Moth : Image by Mark Pritchard 

White Ermine : Image by Mark Pritchard 
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Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina) : Image by Steve McWilliam 

Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus) : Image by Sue Marley 

Common Toad : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Propylea 14-punctata (14-spot Ladybird) : Image by Mark Pritchard 
Chrysopa perla  (Lacewing) : Image by Mark Pritchard  

Largria hirta : Image by B. Jude 
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Thick-legged Flower Beetle (male) (Oedemera nobilis): Image by Mark 

Pritchard 

Dock Bug (Coreus marginarus) : Image by Mark Pritchard 

Cf. Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn (Agapanthia villosoviridescens) : Image by 

Mark Pritchard 

Male Broad-bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa) : Image by Sue Marley 



THE NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP 

About the North West Fungus Group 

 

The North West Fungus Group is a regional umbrella 

group aiming to promote an interest in fungi across 

the counties of Cheshire, Lancashire, Greater Man-

chester, Merseyside, Cumbria and North Wales.  

 

Benefits of membership include:-two newsletters 

per year. forays and special events. help and advice 

on a range of fungi related topics. 

 

Officers 

 

Chair:  Dr. Irene Ridge, 

Smalley’s Farm, Whalley Old Road, Billington 

Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 9JF 

Tel. 01254 247274 

 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: 

 Liz Moore,  

48 Alan Road, Heaton Moor, 

Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4LE Tel. 0161-432-9124 

 

Group Recorder: Tony Carter    

 

NWFG Home Page:  

 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 
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NWFG Foray Programme 2016(vs3)  

Please Note new updates   

 

In association with the British Mycological 

Society 

 

Bring strong footwear. Details about terrain and 

accessibility of sites can be obtained by contact-

ing the foray leader.  

 

Most venues have their own website. Forays are 

planned so that they can continue into the after-

noon. If you intend to so continue please bring 

food and drink.  

 

If travelling a considerable distance to a foray it 

is advisable to confirm with the leader that the 

foray is taking place, as on rare occasions, forays 

have had to be changed at short notice esp if very 

dry and changes will be sent round on the email 

list.  

Beginners are welcome at ALL forays.  

 

Please note that forays are not suitable for 

very small children.  

 

DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED.  

 

 

Sunday 7th Aug – Pennington Flash CP, Leigh. 

10.30. The Country Park signposted from the 

A580 East Lancashire Road-turn off onto A579; 

after 1.2miles turn L at traffic lights onto A57; 

around 100m turn R into Park access road 

(signposted) to the Main Car Park (small charge) 

which fronts the lake. SD 643 991 Sheet 109 (WN7 

3PA) Good paths, level walking, Toilets on site as 

well as snack and ice cream vans (usually) Leader

-Christopher Bowden (01772 812910/07597 

921981).  

 

Sunday 14th August - Delamere Forest.  

Meet at 10.30 at FC Whitefield Car Park, east off 

Station Road, B 5152, south of Hatchmere cross-

roads; SJ556710 (Sheet 117); 300m north of CW8 

2HZ (nearby Station Cafe and station (trains from 

Manchester.) Group parking concession being 

arranged. Leader John 07768 043 461.  

 

Sunday 21st August – BEGINNERS FORAY at 

Risley Moss, north Warrington.  

Meet 10.30. Access from M62 Jct 11. Continue along 

A574 to first island, turn left. Reserve signposted. 

Ample parking space. SJ665920 (Sheet 109) (WA3 

6QS). Leader - Irene Ridge (01254-247274. A 

morning foray will be followed by an afternoon 

microscope workshop.  

 

Sunday 4th September - Hay Bridge Nature 

Reserve, Low Hay Bridge, Bouth, Ulverston, LA12 

8JG.  

10.30 in the meeting room adjacent to the car park 

at SD336876 (Sheet 97). By car, leave the M6 at 

J36 and bear left onto the A590 signposted to 

Barrow. After 3-4 miles take the first left sign-

posted to Barrow. (NB 60mph speed cameras on 

A590). At Newby Bridge roundabout take 1st exit, 

remaining on the A590 signposted Barrow and 

Ulverston then after ~ 4 miles turn right to Bouth. 

At Bouth village, turn right at the White Hart Inn 

and follow this lane for about ½ mile. Where it 

swings left, go straight ahead on a small narrow 

lane signposted 'Hay Bridge Only'. Follow this nar-

row lane until you reach the car park at the end 

(about 2 miles). The building immediately before 

the car park has facilities. Being a private reserve 

run as a Trust, (Warden, Keith) suggests donations 

for non-members of £2.00. Leader - Mike Hall 

(015242-76460).  

 

Sunday 18th Sept – Lytham Hall.  

Meet 10.30 at Lytham Hall, Ballam Road, FY8 

4JX.SD 3592864 (Sheet 102). From M55 J4 take 

A583 (Kirkham) at first roundabout, and take first 

right (Whitehall Rd) after second then immediately 

left onto Peel Rd. After 1.6 m turn right onto Ballam 

Rd and after 0.6 m turn R into Lytham Park and 

proceed to Hall (free entry for NWFG). Irene 

(07484 242523)  

Sunday 25th Sept. – Maes y Pant, Gresford.  

Meet 10.30 at main entrance car park (9 spaces). 

Coming from Chester bypass, A55, take A483 to 

Wrexham. After 2 sets of traffic lights (new) con-

tinue for 3+ miles to 1st turn-off. Turn left at top of 

Membership Individual membership - £7.50 

Family membership - £10.00  

Members joining after November 1st will receive 

membership for the following year.  

Please contact the Membership Secretary for a 

membership form. 

http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm


ramp and then right at roundabout. Continue up 

the hill until Red Lion pub, then right onto Pant 

Lane. Continue to car park on right. SJ354551

(Sheet 117) which is next to The Conifers LL12 

8HU. From East, A534, A5156 to roundabout 

accessing A483. However continue around 

roundabout onto Chester Road (5th exit); contin-

ue to traffic lights by Plough Inn, turn L into High 

St continue towards church till Pant Lane on R at 

Yew Tree pub. Car parking after 400 yards on 

left after The Conifers and on Pant Lane. Toilets 

in nearby pubs/inns. This is not the Marford 

Quarry site, which is just to the north. Leader- 

Robin 07985 206007  

 

Friday 30th Sept to Monday 3rd October - 

Residential Foray at Keswick Convention Cen-

tre. Cost inc. meals, for members and for non 

members will be announced later. Booking form 

in Newsletter. Contact Irene Ridge (01254-

247274)  

 

Sunday 9th October – National Fungus 

Day. To see events - http://

www.ukfungusday.co.uk/  

Sunday 16th October – Dovestone RSPB Re-

serve - upland woodland and grassland.  

Meet 10.30 - Binn Green Car Park (toilets), NOT 

the main car park: GR SE 018044, Sheet 110;off 

the A635 at Binn Green, Holmfirth Road, Green-

field Oldham, OL3 7NN. From Greenfield station, go 

steeply downhill, then along Chew Valley road (A669) 

into village, past Tesco on left until the Clarence Hotel 

around 1 mile further on your right. At the mini-

roundabout bear left uphill, on the A635 towards 

Holmfirth - then, DO NOT take the first brown sign to 

RSPB Dovestone to right, but keep going uphill for 

around ½ mile until the next brown sign, go into the 

Binn Green car park on the right there. From Ashton u. 

Lyne, take the A635 and follow directions from Clar-

ence as above. Leader Ken Gartside (01457 879713/ 

07548927633)  

 

Sunday 23rd October – BEGINNERS FORAY at Moore 

Nature Reserve, Warrington -  

Meet 10.30. 2 miles south of Warrington on A56 turn 

north to Moore at traffic lights at Higher Walton. 1 mile 

turn right, crossing railway and ship canal. Go to end 

of road to reach entrance. Car park to right of en-

trance road. SJ578855 (Sheet 108). Leader - Paul 

Hamlyn (0161-434-1401).  

 

Sunday 30th October – Lyme Park, Disley, Stockport. 

Meet at at 10.00 in car park 200 yards from house; 

SJ962824 (Sheet 109)(NB early start time). By road: 

Entrance on A6 only. SatNav: Use SK12 2NR and stay on 

A6. Ignore any directions other than those to the A6 

entrance. By train - Disley ½ mile from entrance. The 

house, garden & car park are about one mile from 

main gate. Leader Jeanette Maddy (07548 838946). 

Sunday 6th November – Turn Slack Clough, Little-

borough.  

Meet at 10.00 at Clough. Left off A58 onto White-

lees Road approaching Littleborough from west, 

continue along Calderbrook Road turning left at 

Clough Road. SD935173 (Sheet 109) (OL15 9JZ). 

Leader - Norman Bamforth (0161-336-3914).  

 

Sunday 13th November - Ainsdale NNR, Mersey-

side.  

 

Ken Jordan Memorial Foray.  

 

Meet at 10.00 at car park at Reserve Manager's 

Office SD303112 (sheet 108) (PR8 3QW). Take A565 

north past Woodvale Airport, turn on to Coastal 

Road, over railway bridge and left into private 

drive. Leader Tony Carter(0151-724-4600).   
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Events are run throughout the year by  

Liverpool Museum.   

These include  Mammal Trapping at Knowsley Park and 

other venues.  

Learn all about Ants Saturday 5th December 

Please contact Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk for  

details and to book places. Museum collections are open to 

amateur naturalists and volunteers (by appointment)  

Other activity events 

Knowsley: www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/

events.aspx 

Liverpool Parks: liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events 

Wildlife Trust: www.lancswt.org.uk/what-s-on 

Court Hey Park: www.courtheypark.co.uk 

National Wildflower Centre: www.nwc.org.uk/events 

North West Fungus Group 

There are forays and special events, 

with help and advice on a range of 

fungi related topics. 

NWFG Home Page: http://www.fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm 

 

Liverpool Botanical Society 

www.liverpoolbotanicalsociety.co.uk 

 

Merseyside Naturalist Association 

The MNA organize informal nature events 

including field trips, talks and practical ses-

sions  

Visit www.mnapage.info for the programme of events 

 

Merseyside & West Lancashire Bat Group 

The group runs events and training throughout the year 

check the group website, twitter or Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook links require membership of 

Facebook 

Some links may additionally require permission which 

can be obtained by contacting the group over Facebook 

as a pre-requisite. These links are increasingly becom-

ing a major contact point for rapidly expanding natu-

ralist groups and volunteers. Interested then link to:  

 

Merseyside BioBank  

www.facebook.com/MerseysideBioBank 

 

MBAN 

www.facebook.com/groups/ActiveNaturalists/ 

 

UK Hoverflies 

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

 

WeBS 

www.facebook.com/pages/Mersey-Estuary-WeBS 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/119829941488294/ 

 

British Wildlife Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/415160405188412/ 

 

Lancashire Mammal Group 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancashire-

Mammal-Group/169476803103866? 

 

BTO Garden Birdwatch 

https://www.facebook.com/gardenbirdwatch 

 

RSPB 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature 

 

British Spider ID 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/829354860449271/ 

 

British Mycological Society (BMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/18843741618/ 

 

Conopids 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/british.conopids/ 

EVENTS SUMMARY 
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Interested in arranging one your-

self next year?  

 

For advice contact 

ben.deed@merseysidebiobank.org.uk 

 

HELP!  

 

BIRDERS ALWAYS WANTED 

 

The Mersey Estuary is one of 

Britain’s best wetlands. We know 

this because each month we count 

the waterfowl as part of the 

national Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBS).  

  

However, we need ‘new blood’ 

volunteers. You don’t need to be an 

experienced wildfowl counter, 

though you should be able to 

identify common waders and 

wildfowl.  If you think you can help 

then please email Dermot Smith at 

dermot.smith71@gmail.com or 

phone 07505 418832 for further 

details.  

 

For more information plus recent 

reports and photos visit the Mersey 

Estuary WeBS page on Facebook 

mailto:Tony.Parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/things-to-see-and-do/events.aspx
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Booking is essential for 

Sefton Coast events 

Call 01519342964 

 

 

Walks last around 2.5-3 hours and require good 

footwear. The walk may include  small hills and 

undulations. It would also be advisable to wear 

appropriate clothing for the day.  

Heritage &  Health Walks 

“Discover the heritage along with coastline with a 

series of walks. Part of the Sefton Coast Land-

scape Partnership scheme” 

“The walks will take you through a variety of 

habitats including woodlands, sand dunes and 

beach walks” 

Other Events Why not visit Facebook page 

SeftonCoast? 

RSPB https://www.rspb.org.uk/

discoverandenjoynature/seenature/events/

results.aspx 

RSPB Tel: 01704 226190 

Digital Photography Workshop 

Saturday 19 March to Saturday 17 September 

11 am-4 pm. Price: £40 (RSPB members £32): 

Booking essential. Got a Digital SLR camera and 

want to improve your wildlife photography? Then 

come along to this workshop with Mike Malpass, 

an experienced, published wildlife photographer 

for guidance, inspiration and tips on field craft 

(suitable for all levels). Includes an indoor ses-

sion followed by putting it into practice outdoors. 

Booking and payment in advance essential. Bring 

your own camera and notebook, buffet lunch will 

be provided.  

 

Directions: RSPB Leighton Moss nature reserve, 

Myers Farm, Storrs Lane, Silverdale, Lancashire 

Full list of dates 

Saturday 17 September 2016 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Man-

chester and North Merseyside. Additional 

Details from http://www.lancswt.org.uk/whats

-on 

THE BIODIVERSITY PROJECT  

We are coming to the end of the habitat surveys for 

2015 and the trainees will be writing up the survey 

reports. However there are plenty of opportunities to 

get out and about and record wildlife. Remember you 

can get in touch with us anytime in Lancashire 01772 

324 129 cgreen@lancswt.org.uk or Merseyside 0151 

737 4152 jsimons@lancswt.org.uk.   

You can also follow us on Facebook HERE, tweet 

us @Lancswildlife & use #wildlifecounts. 

Biodiversity Courses:  1st Wednesday of every 

month February to November 2016.  

A 10 session course is being run by Hilary Bedford 

from the West Lancashire Wildlife Group.  

Consisting of indoor theory and some outdoor ses-

sions the course will cover plant morphology, physi-

ology and adaptations and is suitable for beginners or 

individuals with limited experience who have an inter-

est in plants.  

August 3rd: Field Visit - Sefton Coast  

Salt marsh and sand dunes.  

Sept 7th: Plant/animal relationships  

A look at pollination, herbivory, parasitism, plant  

responses and defences, 10am-1pm at the Barn, Pres-

ton, PR5 6BY.  

Oct 5th: Fruits and Seeds  

Seed development, types of fruits and seeds and seed 

dispersal, 10am-1pm at the Barn, Preston, PR5 6BY.  

Nov 2nd: Preparing for winter  

A look at leaf fall and colour changes. Dormancy, bud  

formation and storage organs.10am-1pm at the Barn,  

Preston, PR5 6BY. Further Information. This is a 10 

session course with a refundable deposit of £50 

(£5/session). Participants will be refunded £5/

session after attending a session, a non-show will 

result in a non-refundable £5 deposit/session. Par-

ticipants will receive an LWT certificate of attend-

ance. Please note booking is essential!  There are 

limited spaces, for more information or to book on 

please contact Catherine Haddon on  

chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 01772 324129.  

Upcoming BioBlitzes Information provided by Tony 

Parker, Liverpool Museums 

During August there are events at Cuerden Valley 

(13th), National Wildflower Centre (20th), Freshfield 

(26th) and Knowsley Safari Park (27th/28th?).  

 

Court Hey Park in August 

Bug Safari with Merseyside Biobank Friday 12th 

August Cost: Free  

Bug Safari with Merseyside Biobank.  1-3pm 

(To be updated) 

 

Explorer Tuesday 16th August Cost: Free Drop in, 

11am - 3pm 

Join us as we explore nature on our doorstep. 

This event is free. Please note entry charges to the 

Centre may apply. 

Please ring 0151 738 1913 for more information. 

Email: events@landlife.org.uk 

  

Court Hey Park Bioblitz with Merseyside Biobank 

Saturday 20th August Cost: Free Drop in, 11am - 

4pm 

Join us, as we explore nature on our doorstep. 

This event is free. Please note entry charges to the 

Centre may apply. 

Please ring 0151 738 1913 for more information. 

Email: events@landlife.org.uk 

Explorer Tuesday with the RSPB 23rd August 

Cost: Free Drop in, 11am - 3pm 

Come along and join our friends from the RSPB as 

we explore nature on our doorstep. 

Wild Challenges Get out and explore the Centre and 

surrounding park. Check out where the mini-beasts, 

wildflowers, trees and lichens make their 

homes. Please ring 0151 738 1913 for more infor-

mation. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

This event is free. Please note entry charges to the 

Centre may apply. 

Please ring 0151 738 1913 for more information. 

Email: events@landlife.org.uk 

SUMMARY of EVENTS PROGRAMME of 2015 at SEFTON COAST PARTNERSHIP www.seftoncoast.org.uk 
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