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FUNDING
POSTCODE COMMUNITY TRUST - COMMUNITY GRANTS 2016 GUIDELINES AVAILABLE (GB)

The Postcode Community Trust's Community Grant Scheme opens on 5 January 2016 for applications from registered charities and community groups in England, Scotland and Wales who are seeking funding for projects that advance community development. Unlike previous years, groups from across England can apply.
The funding will be available for projects that help to regenerate communities by improving social cohesion, economic infrastructure and provide or improve community-based facilities. This includes projects that:

· Promote community development projects including:

· Support for older people relieving isolation.

· Support for young carers and their families and/or support for families caring for disabled children or relatives, enabling them to engage more fully in their local area.

· Projects which enhance or enable volunteering opportunities which help to regenerate communities.

· Support community cohesion by:

· Enhancing facilities which benefit a wide segment of a community.

· Increasing public participation in sports especially for those at a disadvantage due to disability, age, financial hardship or gender.

· Utilising sports to enhance the skills and life chances of disadvantaged groups.

· Providing recreational facilities, or the organising of recreational activities, with the object of improving the conditions of life for those utilising the facilities/activities.

· Promoting inter-generational cohesion.

· Promoting a community's social history.

Grassroots organisations, local charities and non-profit community businesses that are seeking to effect positive change within their local area in England, Scotland and Wales are eligible to apply.

Grants range from £500 to £20,000 for those in Scotland and England and up to £10,000 for those in Wales.  There will be two funding rounds in 2016.

Applications will be accepted from to 28 January 2016 and 1 May to 31 May 2016.
SCOTT BADER COMMONWEALTH GLOBAL CHARITY FUND OPENS CENTRAL FUND TO APPLICATIONS (UK)

Funding is available worldwide to help young or disadvantaged people and minority communities.

Applications to the Small Fund may be submitted at any time.  
The Central Fund is open to applications with a deadline of 8th January 2016.
http://www.scottbader.com/sustainability/31/commonwealth-global-charity-fund 
IMPACT READINESS FUND OPENS FOR ROUND 2 APPLICATIONS (ENGLAND)

The Impact Readiness Fund (IRF) offers grants and support to social ventures to understand and improve their social impact and demonstrate improvements to investors and commissioners.
Impact Growth Grants of between £25,000 and £100,000 (with an average grant of £50,000) are available to help social ventures build infrastructure and skills required to manage their performance, increase their social impact, and attract social investment or win contracts.  Registered charities, social enterprises, companies limited by guarantee with charitable aims, Community Interest Companies, and mutual’s can apply.
To be eligible, applicants must:

· Be social ventures that tackle social problems, are financially sustainable and want to scale up.

· Be based and working in England.

· Be able to demonstrate a strong commitment to securing investment (not grant finance), or to delivering public or private sector contracts.

· Have a strong track record of delivery.

· Provide clear and specific plans to build their ability to articulate their impact and to raise investment and/or win contracts. (Applications must outline specific milestones and outcomes that will be achieved as a result of the grant.)

· Have a new project or significant additional activities that meet the above aims.

· Address theory of change, beneficiaries and wider impact in their application.

· Be able to complete a work plan within a maximum period of three months.

Social ventures will be required to work with one of the fund’s approved support providers to develop a programme of impact readiness work and submit an application.

The deadline for applications is 8 January 2016 (midday).
ROSA LAUNCHES NEW EQUALITY GRANTS SCHEME

Rosa, the UK fund for women and girls, has launched a new innovative grants programme aimed at shining a light on women at the front of the fight for gender equality.
Supporting charitable advocacy work, Voices from the Frontline will increase the skills, capacity and credibility of women who wish to challenge gender inequality and promote awareness and change, moving us closer to social justice and equality for women in the UK.
Grants of £500 to £2,000 are available. The deadline for applications is 11th January 2016.
SPORT ENGLAND’S INSPIRED FACILITIES FUND TO PAUSE AFTER ROUND 9 DEADLINE

Deadline for applications to its Inspired Facilities Fund is 11 January 2016, after which the scheme will be paused temporarily.
The Inspired Facilities scheme is provided and administered by Sport England, and forms part of the Places People Play programme, which was established to deliver a London 2012 legacy of increased mass participation in sport. The scheme is designed to support the refurbishment and improvement of existing facilities, or the development of existing buildings for sports use in the community.
Voluntary and community groups, parish and town councils, local authorities and statutory bodies that are seeking funding by next spring are reminded to apply for a grant during Round 9, after which the Fund will be paused for an unspecified period of time.
Applicants should note, however, that for Round 9 applications from London based projects will be considered a priority under the revised programme due to a historically low number of successful applications from this region.
Priority will also be shown to projects that:

· Have not received an individual Lottery grant of over £10,000.

· Provide opportunities to people who do not currently participate in sport.

· Offer the only public sports facility in the local community.
Eligible improvements must fall under the following headings:

· Building modernisation.

· Outdoor sports lighting.

· Outdoor sports surfaces and AdiZones.

· Modular buildings.

· Sports equipment.
The fund will remain closed whilst Sport England develops its new strategy for 2016-2021, and the pause is scheduled to ensure that any future facilities funding is fully integrated into, and supports, the new strategy and priorities

WESTIN CHARITY AWARDS
A package of support will enable winners to develop, raise their profiles, become more sustainable and face the future with greater confidence. 
The application deadline is 15 January 2016. 
FUNDED STUDENTS AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER PROJECTS

The University of Manchester is once again offering local charity and not-for-profit organisations the opportunity to engage with the students for summer project work.

The Student Experience Internship (SEI) programme provides funding to pay for a limited number of second year undergraduates to undertake a summer internship in the sector within Greater Manchester.

The scheme aims to help organisations complete projects that are neglected due to a lack of resources or for students to assist by undertaking a particular role that is required during the summer months.

The students are paid by the University and they receive full support through a weekly development programme. Host organisations receive full support during the recruitment process. Students would be available from early July 2016 onwards for an eight-week period.

If you would like your project to be considered for funding, complete a work experience/internship project proposal form (link below) and return it to:recruitment@manchester.ac.uk by 18th January 2016.

INDIVIDUAL GIVING CONFERENCE

Tuesday.  19th January 9 am to 5 pm. 
The Florrie 377 Mill Street Liverpool
Individuals have always been at the heart of fundraising. Charities have only been able to achieve the success that they have because of the support and donations from people. The trust and confidence of the public and our supporters is fundamental to our future success – and we can’t take it for granted
More details and costs email: Events@institute-of-fundraising.org.uk. Telephone: 0207 840 1040
STOCKPORT FUNDRAISING CLINIC 

Thursday 28 January from 2p.m to 4.30p.m Disability Stockport, 23 High St, Stockport, SK1 1EG
This fundraising clinic is one of our regular clinics held on a two monthly basis in conjunction with IFC, run by Bill King who will be one of the event’s panel.

You are welcome to come along and bring your questions, dilemma, ideas and fundraising frustrations. Or just come to listen and chat.
Our Speakers on the day who are joining Bill King include:

· Ann Hedley, Pennine Domestic Violence Group
· Ellisa Thompson, TTP Recruitment
· Jonny Wineberg, Community Futures
More details and costs info@iofnw.org.uk

DIGITAL MEDIA BREAKFAST SEMINARS

Thursday 4th Feb 8 am to 10 am DWF, 2 Hardman Street, Hardman St, Manchester M3 3HH
With street and telephone fundraising ever less acceptable to the public, making the most of social media and digital fundraising has never been more important, or more urgent. Yet so few charities are using it effectively and getting return on their time investment – and they’re not alone. Find out why.

More details www.iofnw.org.uk 
AHF ANNOUNCES 2016 DEADLINES FOR PROJECT DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) has announced the 2016 deadlines for applications to the Projects Development Grants programme which is available to not-for-profit groups in the UK.

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) is an independent charity that was established to encourage and support the work of registered charities and constituted not-for-profit organisations that is dedicated to the preservation and renewal of buildings of architectural and historic significance which have failed to find a viable re-use on the open market.
To be eligible for funding, the building must:

· Have statutory protection through listing, or be in a conservation area and of acknowledged architectural or historic merit, and be at risk (on account of functional, structural, financial and/or other problems).

· Be capable of beneficial re-use.

· Have, or intend to obtain ‘title’ to the building ('title' means either the freehold, or leasehold of at least 25 years and one day).

Grants of up to £25,000 are available to cover some of the costs of developing and co-ordinating a building project and taking it towards the start of work on site. Applicants are generally expected to cover at least 50% of the cost of the work

The total may include a combination of non-recoverable professional fees up to 100% of the costs up to a limit of £15,000 and project organiser costs up to 75% of the costs up to a limit of £15,000. Project organiser claims are paid at an agreed daily rate, up to a maximum of £350 per day.

The following are not eligible for funding:

· Private individuals.

· Commercial developers or other commercial companies.

· Places of worship that are still in use.

· Legal fees.

Please note that the AHF is currently updating its grant scheme details and eligibility and strongly encourage organisations to discuss any potential application with the relevant Support Officer in their area before submitting an application in order to get the most up to date information.

The 2016 deadlines are 10 February 2016, 11 May 2016, 17 August 2016 and 26 October 2016.
KUSUMA TRUST UK LAUNCHES SMALL GRANTS PROGRAMME FOR ENGLAND

The Kusuma Trust UK has launched a new small grants programme for registered charities that address major obstacles in secondary and higher education for young people from the most disadvantaged backgrounds.
The Kusuma Trust UK, an independent grant making organisation, aims to facilitate and increase access to education and other life opportunities for children and young people, with a focus on the most disadvantaged. The Trust enables children and young people to realise their potential and break the inter-generational cycle of poverty. The Trust has developed a strategy which includes working in England to improve education outcomes for young people.  

Registered charities in England can apply for grants of up to £10,000.

To be eligible, projects need to align with the Trust's strategy. The funding could be used to contribute to a range of outcomes, including improvements in student attainment, teaching quality and community engagement, and an increased number of young people pursuing higher education and gaining employment.  The deadline for applications is 12 February 2016 (5pm).
ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND TO LAUNCH NEW FUND IN JANUARY 2016

The Catalyst: Evolve fund aims to enable more private giving to arts and culture. It will do this by supporting organisations that have recently begun to fundraise to achieve step change in their ability to earn philanthropic income.

Through this programme, Arts Council England will:

· Offer match funding to incentivise new philanthropic giving.

· Invest in the skills, capacity and culture of organisations to better enable them to raise funds.

This programme seeks to build upon the work of Arts Council England’s first Catalyst programme. It forms part of the wider Goal 3 ambition to support organisations to become more resilient through diversifying their income sources.
Grants of between £75,000 and £150,000 will be available to arts organisations that:

· Are a registered charity or community interest company.

· Can demonstrate an emerging track record in fundraising form at least one of the following – individuals; trusts and foundations; and businesses.

Museums and libraries will not be able to apply for this fund, but they can look forward to applying to the Museum Resilience Fund which is due to open for a second round in 2016 dependent on the fiscal environment at the time.

It is expected that about 150 grants will be awarded to support organisations for up to three years. All activities funded by the programme must be completed by 31 August 2019.  The online application form will open on 14th January 2016. The deadline for applications is 19th February 2016.
Organisations that would like to learn more about this programme can attend one of the facilitated workshops which are to be held in November and December 2015. Information about these workshops will be published on the Arts Council England website in late October 2015. In the meantime, they can read the guidance notes that can be found on the Arts Council England website

http://hullcvs.org.uk/arts-council-england-to-launch-new-fund-in-january-2016/
STARBUCKS YOUTH ACTION GRANTS
Grants of up to £1,000 are available to inspire and empower young people to make a difference in their communities.  Young people in England, Scotland and Wales aged between 16 and 24 years who are not in education or employment are eligible to apply. 
Two young people need to lead the project and engage a further 50 young people throughout the course of the project. The young people will need to have a youth worker/training organisation able to support them throughout the project.  For 2015/16, applications will be considered monthly between July 2015 and March 2016.  The final deadline for applications is 7th March 2016.
http://www.starbucks.co.uk/responsibility/community/youth-action
CERTIFICATE IN FUNDRAISING ONLINE

This course starts on 16th March 2016 with set deadlines for Assignment submissions (please see below) and the qualification takes approximately an academic year to complete with 6-8 hours per week study time. Bookings for this qualification will close on Wednesday 9th March 2016
This is an online professional qualification. There are no face to face training days and you need to be working in a fundraising capacity (either voluntary or paid) in order to complete the four work based assignments. 
This online qualification is designed to give clear milestones each week to keep students motivated and engaged. The key to success within this educational approach is student participation and student involvement. The course won’t work without it.  
For further information please contact academy@institute-of-fundraising.org.uk/0207 840 1020.
HOLIDAY GRANTS FOR CHILDREN 
The Henry Smith's Charity has announced that the next deadline for its Holiday Grant for Children Programme is 18 March 2016. Schools, youth groups and not for profit organisations can apply for grants towards holidays or outings within the UK for children aged 13 and under who are from deprived areas or have a disability. 

Applications can be considered for holidays or outings that have the objective of providing children with a break they would not otherwise have the opportunity to experience. The maximum grant is usually £2,500 for any one trip. Grants are normally limited to a maximum of two-thirds of the total cost of a trip as the charity would expect some local partnership funding to be in place. 
Please see website: www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/holiday-grants-for-children 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION - FUNDING FOR LEAGUES

Football leagues outside of the National League System, or below Step W4 in the Women’s Pyramid of Football, are invited to apply for grants towards the cost of purchasing equipment to assist in the administration of the league.
The amount of funding that can be applied for is based on the size of the league, which is dependent on the number of registered teams within the league and will be based on £10 per team. A minimum grant of £350 and a maximum grant of £1,000 will apply. However, leagues with 150 teams or more are eligible to apply for a grant of up to a maximum of £1,200.  Grants may be used for the purchase of new computers, computer-related equipment or office equipment. 
To qualify for grant aid, leagues must fulfil the following criteria:

· Must be located in England.

· Must be FA or County FA sanctioned.

· Must be outside the National League System.

· Must be below Step W4 in the Women's Pyramid of Football.

· Must be 11-a-side/youth/mini-soccer/small-sided (non-commercial) league.

· Must be non-profit-making.

Leagues that received funding in the 2014/15 season are not eligible to apply.

Applicants should also note that for the current Season, the grant aid amount is capped at a maximum of up to £600 for computers and laptop computers, and a maximum of up to £450 for a tablet; leagues purchasing computer equipment for a higher will be required to pay the difference between the cost and grant aid.  
The deadline for applications is 2 May 2016
http://www.thefa.com/news/my-football/club-league/2015/aug/funding-for-leagues-scheme-2015-16-030815 

USING THE POWER OF SPORT TO OVERCOME DISADVANTAGE AND DISABILITY  

The BOOST Charity provides grants of up to £500 to not for profit organisations and charities for projects that use sport to help people to challenge and overcome disadvantage and disability
Applications can be submitted at any time. www.boostct.org/index.htm 

MORRISON’S FOUNDATION CHARITABLE GRANTS  

Charities registered in the UK can apply for grants from the newly established Morrison’s Foundation.  The Foundation is looking to award approximately £2 million a year for community projects that improve people's lives. 
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and there is no specific grant amount that can be applied for but applicants must demonstrate how the project will deliver public benefit, who in the community will specifically benefit and how it will bring about positive change.  www.morrisonsfoundaion.com/   
NATIONAL FUNDING SCHEME: DONATE FUNDRAISING PLATFORM NOW OPEN TO ANY CHARITY
DONATE was originally launched across the arts sector and from 1 September it will further expand it to any UK organisation with a charitable purpose.  There is a one-off joining fee deducted when you draw down funds.  DONATE takes 45% from collected Gift Aid. Where no Gift Aid is added there is a 2.5% fee.  DONATE is a fundraising platform rather than a crowdfunding one - charities can raise money for core costs or a project. There is no time limit and no rewards structure.
http://www.voluntaryarts.org/sdm_downloads/donate-the-national-funding-scheme/
WIGAN COUNCIL – CARER TRAINING GROUP

The Wigan Carer Training Group wants to support carers in the Wigan borough and make a difference to their lives.  You can apply to the training fund if you work with or provide services for carers or if you are a carer yourself.   
Please note, we can only consider funding requests for learning and development activities. We cannot fund equipment or advertising costs.  But, there may be other sources of funding available and, where appropriate, we can signpost you to these. We cannot accept applications from groups/carers who are based outside of the Wigan borough boundaries.
Please contact Peter Kelly, Business Partner Talent and Learning on 01942 486727 if you have any queries, or need help with your application.  Or send an email to Peter.Kelly@wigan.gov.uk
SANTANDER COMMUNITY PLUS FUND 

UK registered charities can apply for a grant of up to £5,000. The funding must be for a specific project that helps disadvantaged people. This could be for a piece of equipment or to pay for the costs of a part time sessional worker. To apply, just visit any Santander branch and complete a nomination form. The completed form should be dropped into the box provided in your local branch. 
There are no closing dates and entries will be regularly considered by a panel of staff drawn from across the region. Successful charities will be notified within 2 months of submitting their nomination. 
Please see website: www.santanderfoundation.org.uk/community-plus.aspx
PAUL HAMLYN FOUNDATION YOUTH FUND
The Youth Fund will provide core funding to organisations within the youth sector and outside. 
The Foundation has launched the Fund in direct response to what they heard in their strategy consultation – that in order to achieve greatest positive impact in the lives of young people you work with or for, you need to achieve a balance of stability, continuity and flexibility. 
You can apply for between £10,000 and £60,000 for up to two years. Applications are through a two-stage open process. More information is available at: www.phf.org.uk/funds/youth-fund/
START UP GRANTS FOR HERITAGE PROJECTS 

Not-for-profit organisations and partnerships can apply for Start-up grants of £3,000 to £10,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The funds can be used to create a new organisation to look after or engage people with heritage or for existing groups to take on new responsibilities for heritage. 
Startup grants can support the early stages of planning an organisation's activities. For organisations not yet formally constituted, the grants can help to adopt the right governance structure. 
For organisations further along in their development, a Start-up grant can also help explore options for managing and sustaining their heritage project in the future, or carrying out early scoping work to inform a future application for project funding. Applications can be submitted at any time and will be assessed within eight weeks. 
Please see website: www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/start-grants 
BRIDGE BUILDER
The Bridge Builder Community Trust Fund (Bridge Builder) is the charity arm of Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust, a leading provider of community and specialist health services in the north west of England.

Through partnership-building, fundraising activity and donations, Bridge Builder strives to promote and improve health & wellbeing in our local communities by providing small Trust Fund grants to community groups, voluntary and other not for profit organisations with charitable objectives.

In August 2015, the Bridge Builder grant funding panel awarded Trust Fund grants to four very different, but equally inspiring, local health & wellbeing projects, including the Golborne & Lowton Cooperative Learning Partnership’s eco-friendly greenhouse project based at Golborne High School.
The next round of grant applications will open in early 2016, and the Trust Fund will support applications from a wide range of voluntary and community organisations, giving preference to those smaller organisations that may find it harder to access funds from elsewhere due to a lack of resources or experience.  We want to award grants to projects that can demonstrate an immediate impact on the wider community, and will improve people’s mental or physical health.  Over the coming months we will be promoting a number of fundraising events for Bridge Builder, including a Quiz Night in November and a charity Zumba party early in the New Year. To keep up to date with all developments, please visit www.bridgewater.nhs.uk/bridge-builder.  
If you would like to share news of your own fundraising activities, or know of any voluntary or community groups in your area that could benefit from a small award email bridge.builder@bridgewater.nhs.uk for further information.  Follow us on Twitter @BridgeBCharity.
LATEST DEPRIVATION INDICES PUBLISHED
The English Indices of Deprivation 2015 was published recently by the Department for Communities and Local Government.  This resource can be incredibly helpful for those of you writing funding bids – it provides hard evidence of many kinds of deprivation that you can use to demonstrate local need.

The relevant documents can be downloaded via the link www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015  

WEEKLY WEBINARS: LIVE APPLICATION SUPPORT 
The BIG Lottery Fund holds weekly webinars hosted by their funding officers who provide tips on applying for funding, including how to evidence the need for a project and how to demonstrate outcomes. They also provide tips on how best to present the work of a project and examples of successful projects. At the end of the session there is an opportunity to ask any questions. 
See website www.bigblog.org.uk/2015/11/10/weekly-webinars
FUNDING TO HELP DISADVANTAGED YOUNG PEOPLE 
Charities working with disadvantaged young people aged 13 or below can apply for funding of up to £5,000 from the Toy Trust. 
Funding is available towards projects that: 

· Help disadvantaged children and their families to alleviate suffering 

· Support children through awful experiences 

· Encourage achievement through adversity 

· Purchase vital equipment; provide care 

· Bolster existing initiatives; initiate brand new projects 

· Satisfy basic needs. 

Applications can be submitted at any time. Please see website: www.btha.co.uk/toy-trust 

CROWDFUNDING  NEWS

Crowdfunding and VAT
The VAT Committee of the EU has issued new advice on the taxation of crowdfunding. Crowdfunding is to be taxed as 'goods or services promised to investors in exchange for their funds'. This will apply to reward and 'advance purchase' crowdfunding campaigns.

The services of crowdfunding platforms that provide fundraising services to entrepreneurs are also within the scope of VAT. This will not affect the many small projects on sites like Crowdfunder, Indiegogo, or BloomVC, because VAT has a relatively high registration threshold - in the UK it is currently set at £82,000 of turnover.    

Donation crowdfunding, where funders make a contribution without any expectation of anything being supplied in return, will remain untaxed. 
More Information on tax implications of crowdfunding 
HMRC discussion paper response to the Innovative Finance ISA
Possible FCA Handbook changes to reflect the introduction of the Innovative Finance ISA and the regulated activity of advising on peer-to-peer agreements. Comments by 31st December.
WATES FOUNDATION
The Wates Foundation is an independent grant-making charity. We award grants directly to charities registered with the Charity Commission for England and Wales, social enterprises and other established community groups. We do not provide support for individuals. Our grants are typically around £10,000 so we prefer to support small and medium sized community organisations (with an income below £750,000) where our grant can make a difference.
Themes
· Building Social Values Education and Employment

· Community Health

· Life Transitions

· Safer Communities

· Strengthening the Charitable & Voluntary Sector
MICROSOFT VENTURES - LONDON
Apply for the opportunity to leverage Microsoft’s excellent routes to market, cutting edge curriculum, mentors who provide 1:1 support, office space, and access to Microsoft’s customer and partner network. No equity is taken. If your startup is breaking new ground, disrupting an industry or doing something surprising and new, particularly in the areas of Internet of Things, FinTech, Games, machine learning, cybersecurity, enterprise solutions or consumer apps, you should consider applying.

BIG POTENTIAL FUNDING TO HELP ATTRACT SOCIAL INVESTMENT

Big Potential is a Big Lottery Fund grant programme that aims to deliver about £20 million of grant funding over three years to eligible VCSE organisations with the aim of improving the sustainability, capacity and scale of VCSE organisations in order that they may deliver greater social impact.

The programme aims to raise awareness of the social investment market and support VCSEs that want to prepare themselves for social investment or winning contracts.

Big Potential has two possible application routes – Breakthrough andAdvanced.

· Breakthrough: Eligible VCSE organisations will be able to access specialist one-to-one support from Big Potential programme partners before making an application for grants of between £20,000 and £75,000 to undertake more in-depth investment readiness work with one of Big Potential’s approved providers.

· Advanced: The Advanced route of Big Potential will be available to VCSEs that are clear about how social investment could work for them and can describe a potential deal or interest from investors and need help to close that deal. The Advanced route is also available to organisations that need help securing a contract. Grants of between £50,000 and £150,000 are available.

A link to a website providing many useful resources for organisations looking to explore social investment is given below. It includes a guide to social investment and a diagnostic tool which are available to all, not just those looking to apply to Big Potential for funding.
More details at www.bigpotential.org.uk 
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