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FUNDING
PILOT PROJECT – DIRECTOR PLACEMENTS FOR SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

Northern Social Investment Group (NSIG) is a specialist social investment company working out of the Wigan borough. It is a social enterprise which works to encourage ‘more and better social investment transactions’. 
One of the main barriers to social enterprises accessing appropriate social investment is a lack of skills, experience and expertise at board level. NSIG is developing a new product, designed to address this issue of high level skills at board level, and raising investment – called ‘Social Equity Associates’. It is based upon the techniques of equity investment, where specialist investors take a stake in a company and help to improve its governance, management and performance. This brings high level business skills and expertise to bear on the company, and allows external investors to share the risks. 
NSIG is now planning to pilot this new product - both as a regional project across the North West with larger Social Enterprises, and a smaller pilot with Wigan Social Enterprises only. There will be no charge to the enterprises selected. 
For more information, contact Paul Halfpenny on 01942-386626 or paul.halfpenny@phonecoop.coop
FINANCE UPDATE FOR SMALL CHARITIES CHARITY

Finance Group (CFG) produce a quarterly bulletin for small organisations, which includes practical information on finance best practice, specifically aimed at smaller organisations. This quarter’s bulletin includes features on: 
( Preventing fraud ( Information on changes to audit thresholds 
( Advice on choosing an insurance provider 
( Policy updates 
( Events and training for small organisations 
Read the current issue: www.cfg.org.uk/smallcharities 
DEAL FOR COMMUNITIES INVESTMENT FUND 
The Deal for Communities Investment Fund is an exciting opportunity for people to make a real difference in Wigan Borough. The funding forms part of The Deal, an informal contract between the council and residents and includes a commitment for both sides to work together to make Wigan Borough a better place. 
As part of The Deal, residents are being encouraged to get involved in their community. The Deal for Communities Investment Fund will allow communities to help solve some of the borough’s biggest social problems.  There are several priority areas for the funding to ensure the projects receiving investment improve outcomes for local residents. There is also a guidance document available for more information on how to apply. This can be found at www.wigan.gov.uk/communitydeal.  
Round 3 of the Deal for Communities Investment Fund is open for applications until 30th October 2015.  For further information on the investment fund, including case studies and application details, please visit www.wigan.gov.uk/communitydeal
THE DEAL IN ACTION - ASHTON & BRYN

The Deal in action recently visited Ashton and Bryn and held a Have Your Say session at R L Hughes Primary School. Chief Executive, Donna Hall and Leader of Wigan Council, Lord Peter Smith attended and spoke to residents about what is great about Ashton and Bryn and what improvements could be made. 
We heard from residents about the significant number of active community groups who are working hard to deliver the deal in Ashton & Bryn.  We are now pleased to announce that Ashton & Bryn Community Network have launched a £10,000 Deal in Action investment fund.  
Application forms can be requested via email thedealforcommunities@wigan.gov.uk (or) obtained in paper form from Ashton library. Applications can be for up to a maximum of £1000.
Closing date for all applications is (close of play) on Friday 30th October, 2015.
EDGAR E LAWLEY FOUNDATION
Max. Value: £ 1,500

Deadline: 31 October 2015
Grant for charities undertaking projects to benefit the old, young and disabled
AUSTIN AND HOPE PILKINGTON TRUST
Max. Value: £ 10,000

Deadline: 1st November 2015
Grants are available to UK registered charities for a range of projects. The project area changes each year.
PAUL HAMLYN FOUNDATION - ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION FUND
Max. Value: £ 600,000

Deadline: 1st November 2015
Grants are available to support organisations to test, implement and develop ambitious plans to widen access to and deepen participation in the arts
NATIONWIDE FOUNDATION'S EMPTY PROPERTIES FUNDING PROGRAMME 
Not-for-profit organisations can apply now for funding to turn empty properties into safe, decent homes for people in need and make them available at a rate they can afford.  
Organisations can apply for between £100,000 and £175,000 either as grant funding or as social investment or a combination of the two, depending on which is the most appropriate for the scheme.
The deadline for applications is 1 November 2015.
http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/emptyproperties.asp 

NUFFIELD FOUNDATION’S CHILDREN AND FAMILIES GRANT PROGRAMME - AUTUMN DEADLINE

Charitable or non-profit making (including research institutes and universities) based in the UK can apply now for grants of between £5,000 and £150,000 to support research in the following areas:

Child Welfare and Development       Early Years Education   Childcare   Child Protection

The deadline for applications is 2 November 2015.  http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/apply-for-funding 
LLOYDS BANK FOUNDATION FOR ENGLAND AND WALES REOPENS FOR APPLICATIONS
After being closed to applications for the month of September, Lloyds Bank Foundation for England and Wales has reopened with a major change.  The Lloyds Bank Foundation for England and Wales has changed to a ‘grant round approach from 2016’.  Previously, charities could apply for funding at any time.

There will now be three grant rounds in 2016:

· Round 1 will be open for enquiries from 5 October to 20 November 2015.

· Round 2 will be open for enquiries from 4 January 2016 to 18 March 2016.

· Round 3 will be open for enquiries from 25 April 2016 to 8 June 2016.
Charities and charitable incorporated organisations in England and Wales can apply for Foundation funding through the following two programmes:
· Invest - a flexible, long-term core funding programme for charities delivering clear, targeted outcomes for disadvantaged people. These grants are up to £25,000 per year for two or three years, with the opportunity for continuation funding for a further period - up to six years in total.

· Enable - a smaller and shorter grants programme for charities that have identified clear development needs. This funding aims to help the organisations deliver their mission more effectively. These grants are up to a total £15,000 over two years.
Organisations are expected to be working with people experiencing multiple disadvantages at one of the critical points in their life.
Applicants must be working with people who are 17 years or older.

The only exceptions are young people who are under 17 years of age and young parents or looked after children and disabled young people moving into independent living.

The deadline for Round 1 applications is 20th November 2015.
http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/newsview.aspx?WCU=DSCODE=OTSSCMLIVE,NEWSITEMID=248-N56194 

TESCO FUND FOR GREEN SPACES
Communities across Britain are able to apply for up to £12,000 for local green space projects thanks to a new grant scheme being launched with the proceeds generated from the sale of Tesco carrier bags.

It is anticipated that there will be two funding rounds per year over the next three years. The first funding round opens on 19th October 2015 and will close on 27th November 2015.
The scheme, which is managed by environmental charity Groundwork, is open to community groups, charities and some public sector organisations and will fund capital improvement projects such as parks, play areas, community gardens and other green spaces.  

It will fund capital projects that provide community benefit and have free and open access to all members of the community for a minimum of six days a week, during daylight hours. More details at www.groundwork.org.uk 
COMMUNITY GREENSPACE GRANTS TO LAUNCH SHORTLY ACROSS GREAT BRITAIN
Funding will be available for capital improvements to local community greenspaces in England, Scotland and Wales.
Communities will soon be able to apply for grants of up to £12,000 for capital improvements to local community greenspaces.

Projects that would typically receive funding include: 
· Parks, pocket parks and urban greenspaces.

· Green corridors - river and canals, cycle ways.

· Formal and informal play areas.

· Open access sports facilities within public parks and recreation grounds, such as football pitches, tennis courts and cricket pitches.

· Informal outdoor recreation facilities, such as gym equipment, trim trails and woodland walks.

· Nature reserves, community woodlands and ponds.

· Churchyards.

· Seafronts.

· Community allotments, community garden.
The grants programme will be open to voluntary and community organisations, registered charities, health bodies, community councils, development trusts, local authorities and housing organisations in England, Scotland and Wales.

It is anticipated that there will be two funding rounds per year over the next three years.  The first funding round is expected to open to applications on 19th October 2015 with a deadline of 30th November 2015.
GROW WILD SPACES GRANTS
Local voluntary, community, parish and town councils, youth groups, health authorities and secondary schools etc can apply for grants of between £1,000 and £4,000 to create a ‘Grow Wild Community Site’. Grow Wild projects can include neglected or run-down areas that applicants want to turn it into an inspiring space for everyone. 
The funding cannot cover staff costs but can cover costs specifically for the Grow Wild project. Grow Wild expect most of Grow Wild's money to be used in creating the site, such as for materials, plants and seeds, and any volunteer costs. 
The closing date for applications is 1st December 2015. 
Please see website: https://www.growwilduk.com/community-project-funding 
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